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1 A strategy, which will allow the operational
programme to contribute to the EU strategy for
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and to the
achievement of economic, social and territorial
cohesion

(Article 27(1) and Article 96(2)(a) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

1.1A strategy, which will allow the operational programme to
contribute to the EU strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive
growth and to the achievement of economic, social and territorial
cohesion

1.1.1. Description of the programme strategy in terms of its contribution to the
fulfilment of the EU strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and to
the achievement of economic, social and territorial cohesion

The strategy of the Integrated Regional Operational Programme is based on the synergistic
combination and linking of appropriately selected interventions of regional character
complemented by interventions at the national level with a strong projection into the territory,
as a means of strengthening regional competitiveness and quality of life of people with a
significant impact on the balanced development of the territory. An important aspect of the
strategy is the consideration of selected solutions with regard to the diversity of needs in
different types of territories.

IROP integrates development priorities of municipalities, cities and regions and related national
priorities, taking into account the nature of their specifics and requirements for thematic and
territorial concentration. By linking interventions, so far implemented independently at regional
and central levels, IROP allows for their optimal combination within the territory, their
integration in terms of content and time, thus achieving positive synergies.

The need to implement territorially specific interventions through regionally-oriented
operational programme is intensified by the current trends in the development of Czech regions
and the existence of areas where economic development, living standards and overall quality
of life stagnate or even decline. Due to the persistent economic crisis, the affected regions
report an increasing number of people approaching the relative poverty line (according to CSO,
during the years 2005-2011 the poverty line increased from CZK 81,000 per year to CZK
114,000 per year). These regional disparities began to intensify after 2008 and gradually led
to the emergence of a group of territories with concentrated problems concerning jobs, living
standards and social conditions of the population.
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The IROP strategy reflects the National Reform Programme 2014 (NRP), which is a conceptual
document of the national economic policy and, in line with the economic priorities of the EU, it
sets out the plan of key measures to promote economic growth in the Czech Republic while
observing a responsible fiscal policy. The National Reform Programme represents the strategy
of the Czech Government aimed at supporting the country's economic prosperity and the
Czech Republic's contribution to meeting the Europe 2020 strategy. IROP's focus also relies
on four fundamental objectives of regional policy of the Czech Republic for the years 2014—
2020 formulated in the Czech Republic's Regional Development Strategy 2014— 2020:

e support increased competitiveness and utilisation of the economic potential
of the regions (growth objective)

¢ reduce the deepening of negative regional differences (equalizing objective)

e strengthen environmental sustainability (preventive objective),

e optimize the institutional framework for regional development (institutional
objective).

IROP's strategic framework is made up of Czech regional policy objectives aimed at
encouraging growth in the economic development poles and reducing regional disparities.

The definition of IROP also takes into account the main pillars of the Strategy of the
International Competitiveness of the Czech Republic 2012-2020 and the main principles of
the Europe 2020 (smart growth, inclusion, sustainable development) and the Strategic
Framework for Sustainable Development of the Czech Republic (strengthening
competitiveness and cohesion, sustainable development).

Considering the above resulted in the formulation of the IROP's vision:
"Competitive municipalities and regions constitute a competitive Czech Republic."
This vision defines IROP's global objective:

"Ensure balanced territorial development, improve public services and public
administration to increase competitiveness and ensure sustainable development in
municipalities, cities and regions."

IROP's internal strategy is based on increasing regional competitiveness, which will materialise
by stimulating the three main factors of its development, these factors being infrastructure,
inhabitants and institutions (3i). IROP's tripolar strategic scheme was used to break down
its global objective into basic three priority axes, which will contribute to achieving the
objectives of the programme.
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Priority Axis 1: Competitive, accessible and secure regions (competitiveness factor:
"infrastructure")

The priority axis is aimed at increasing the competitiveness of regions, achieved by improving
the accessibility of economic development centres and interconnecting the major transport
axes, improving the infrastructure, developing alternative and eco-friendly transport systems
and increasing regional security while having regard to sustainable development. The ability
to adequately respond to new risks and eliminate them is one of the basic conditions for the
long-term development of competitiveness in the regions.

Priority Axis 2: Enhancing public services and living conditions for the inhabitants of
regions (competitiveness factor: "inhabitants")

Achieving regional competitiveness requires the existence of a skilled workforce, as well as
the quality and availability of public services. The interventions in this area aim to reduce social
disparities and ensure better access to public services in urban and rural areas. In order to
support human resource development in the regions and their success in the labour market,
the IROP develops conditions for improving the education level of inhabitants and responds to
the need to align education and the regional labour market needs through measures aimed at
supporting qualified and territorially differentiated workforce. Equally important is the support
of centres of highly specialized care, after-care and psychiatric care, which significantly
contribute to increasing healthcare efficiency and improving quality of life, eliminating the risk
of social exclusion and accelerating the return to work and to the labour market. Action taken
on energy efficiency in housing will benefit the quality of the environment.

Priority Axis 3: Good territorial governance and higher effectiveness of public
institutions (competitiveness factor: "institutions")

Strengthening and modernizing the institutional and administrative capacity of the public
administration is of strategic importance. The interactions between PA, inhabitants, non-profit
and business sectors, as well as the introduction of innovative solutions its provision creates
the conditions and constitutes a prerequisite for smart growth and increased competitiveness
at the local, regional and national levels.

Good local planning constitutes an important tool for this interaction and the means of stable
and sustainable development of the territory as a prerequisite for the planning of social and
economic activities implemented in it. Local planning documents provide clear rules for public
administration on how to decide on investments. Their existence makes decision-making
faster, more efficient and more transparent. These tools represent a complex system
promoting territorial cohesion in accordance with the priorities of the Europe 2020 strategy,
with growth priority promoting inclusion, the essence of which is to promote high-employment
economy that is characteristic for social and territorial cohesion. These documents also public,
i.e. it is possible to consult them; in most cases they are available on the websites of
municipalities and information on all of them is kept in the Records of Planning Activities. In
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their absence, decision making concerning the territory would be longer, more complicated
and in some cases the implementation of projects would be impossible.

A key element necessary for enhancing the competitiveness and balanced development of the
territory is the activation of the cultural heritage potential, which forms an important component
of local employment. Access to cultural heritage is reflected positively in the growth of
employment and economic competitiveness of regions.

Priority Axis 4: Community-led local development

The priority axis builds on three previous axes using community-led local development. The
purpose is to create and develop local partnerships and local development strategies based
on the principle of decentralized bottom-up activities. The axis is subject to the rules applicable
to all the above priorities, the rules being elaborated into community-led development
strategies using local partnerships.

Priority Axis 4 supports the activities of the Priority Axes 1, 2 and 3, namely Specific Objectives
1.2,1.3,21,22,23,24,3.1and 3.3.

Priority Axis 5: Technical Assistance

The Priority Axis is based on experience from the previous programming period. It relies on
the findings from evaluations of operational programmes and the National Coordination
Authority.
The main requirements that had an influence on the formulation of specific objectives and
activities:
- removing complexity and administrative difficulties of the programme implementation;
- reducing the complexity and time-consuming nature of operations in the submission of
grant applications, monitoring project implementation, disbursement and controls;
- impacts of the State Service Act on the status, stability and the system of training of
implementing structure employees;
- computerization of processes.

Priority Axis 6: REACT-EU

The Priority Axis was created in 2021 with the aim of using the additional allocation to ESIF for
the Czech Republic to support operations stimulating recovery from the crisis in connection
with the COVID-19 pandemic and its social consequences and preparing a green, digital and
resilient economic recovery, in accordance with the REACT-EU Regulation. When evaluating

1 Regulation (EU) 2020/2221 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 December 2020 amending
Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 as regards additional resources and implementing arrangements to provide
assistance for fostering crisis repair in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and its social consequences and for
preparing a green, digital and resilient recovery of the economy (REACT-EU).
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the experience from the COVID-19 pandemic, the Czech Republic identified areas that should
be strengthened, further equipped, and improved in the event of further waves of the pandemic,
or other similar emergencies and crisis situations. This is the area of healthcare, the integrated
rescue system and social infrastructure.

Priority Axis 7: Technical assistance — REACT-EU

The Priority Axis was created as a follow-up to Priority Axis 6 REACT-EU. Its aim is to ensure
administrative capacity for REACT-EU and to promote the outputs of Priority Axis 6. Based on
the analysis of administrative capacity needs for project administration in Priority Axis 6 and
taking into account that the key topic of REACT-EU in the Czech Republic is health care, the
main part of the reserved allocation is devoted to supporting the administrative capacity of the
Ministry of Health. The remaining part of the reserved allocation is devoted to ensuring publicity
and promotion of projects supported in Priority Axis 6.

Priority Axis 8: Addressing the consequences of the refugee crisis connected with the
aggression of the Russian Federation in Ukraine

The goal of Priority Axis 8 is to help in tackling the situation with the flows of third country
nationals into the territory of the Czech Republic, caused by unprovoked and unjustified military
aggression by the Russian Federation. The earmarked allocation will be used for operations
intended to cope with the emerged migration crisis. The main cohesion policy themes
derived from the EU 2020 strategy are reflected in IROP as cross-cutting themes. The
incidence matrix illustrates the IROP specific objectives in which the themes are applied. Due
to the fact that Priority Axis 6 was added only in 2021 and Priority Axis 8 in 2022 and their
purpose is very specific, these priority axes are not part of the original incidence matrix.

Priority Axis 9: Addressing the consequences of the refugee crisis connected with the
aggression of the Russian Federation in Ukraine, using REACT-EU

The goal of Priority Axis 9, same as of Priority Axis 8, is to help in tackling the situation with the flows of
third country nationals into the territory of the Czech Republic, caused by unprovoked and unjustified
military aggression by the Russian Federation. The earmarked allocation will be used for operations
intended to cope with the emerged migration crisis. The REACT-EU funding will be used following
Regulation of the EP and of the Council (EU) No 2022/2039 of 19 October 2022, amending Regulation
(EU) No 1303/2013 and (EU) 2021/1060 as regards additional flexibility to address the consequences
of the military aggression of the Russian Federation FAST (Flexible Assistance to Territories) — CARE.
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Incidence matrix —illustrating the application of Europe 2020's main themes in IROP

Priority axis 1
Competitive, accessible
and safe regions

Priority axis 4
Community-led local
development

Priority axis 2
Enhancing public
services and living
conditions for the
inhabitants of regions

Priority axis 4
Community-led local
development

Priority axis 3
Good territorial
administration and
improvement in the

Strengthening
institutions as a means
to achieve smart
growth

SO 1.3: Increasing the
readiness to address and
manage risks and
disasters

SO 2.1: Improving the
quality and availability of
services leading to social
inclusion

SO 2.2: Establishment of
new and development of
existing business
activities in the field of
social entrepreneurship

SO 2.3: Development of
infrastructure for the
delivery of health
services and health care

SO 2.4: Increasing the
quality and availability of
infrastructure for
education and lifelong
learning

SO 3.2: Increasing the
efficiency and
transparency of public
administration by

Efficient use of
resources and
strengthening the core
network infrastructure
aimed at increasing
regional
competitiveness as a
means to achieve
sustainable growth

SO 1.1: Increasing
regional mobility through
modernization and
development of networks
of regional road
infrastructure connecting
to the TEN-T

SO 1.2: Increasing the
proportion of sustainable
forms of transport

SO 1.3: Increasing
readiness for action to
deal with and manage
risks and disasters

SO 2.5: Reducing energy
consumption in the
residential sector

SO 3.1: More efficient
presentation,
strengthening the
protection and

Balanced territorial
development and
improvement of public
services as a means to
achieve inclusive
growth

SO: 2.1 Improving the
quality and availability of
services leading to social
inclusion

SO 2.2: Establishment of
new and development of
existing business
activities in the field of
social entrepreneurship

SO 2.3: Development of
infrastructure for the
delivery of health
services and health care

SO 2.4: Increasing the
quality and availability of
infrastructure for
education and lifelong
learning

SO 3.1: More efficient
presentation,
strengthening the
protection and
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effectiveness of public
institutions

Priority axis 4
Community-led local
development

Strengthening
institutions as a means
to achieve smart
growth

developing the use and
quality of ICT systems

SO 3.3: Support for the
preparation and
implementation of spatial
planning documents

Efficient use of
resources and
strengthening the core
network infrastructure
aimed at increasing
regional
competitiveness as a
means to achieve
sustainable growth

development of cultural
heritage

Balanced territorial
development and
improvement of public
services as a means to
achieve inclusive
growth

development of cultural
heritage

SO 3.2: Increasing the
efficiency and
transparency of public
administration by

developing the use and
quality of ICT systems

SO 3.3: Support for the
preparation and
implementation of spatial
planning documents

1.1.1.1 Analysis of potentials and needs — the basis for the formulation of the
strategy and choice of interventions in different areas

Thematic Objective 2: Enhancing access to, use and quality of ICT

The thematic objective is implemented in the chosen IROP strategy as a tool to streamline
public administration. An indispensable element of modern, functioning institutions of central
and local public administration is to ensure the quality of information systems, which constitute
an effective tool for innovation. Their implementation in the performance of administration
ensures, inter alia, the transfer and sharing of data, communication within and between
individual institutions and communication with the public. The use of quality information
systems will result in more efficient public administration and reducing red tape.

According to the 2011 Czech Statistical Office survey, the Czech Republic is below average in
Europe in the use of eGovernment. Only 17% of individuals aged 16—74 used the Internet in
the last 3 months for one or more of the following activities: obtaining information from public
authority websites, downloading administrative forms from public authority websites, filling in
and sending online forms on public authority websites. The EU average is 31%.

We can see large differences in the use of eGovernment services by various groups of users.
Electronic registries were operated by 86% of the state organisational units in 2011, up 30
percentage points compared to 2005; as at 31 December 2011, 64% of the state organisational
units had at least one form to download on their websites, 32% of the state organisational units
offered forms to be filled in on-line and 39% of the state organisational units offered a complete
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electronic submission through their websites. Compared to 2007, the average increase in the
provision of the above services was only 2 percentage points.

In relation to citizens, the statistics are rather unfavourable: in 2014, less than 0.5% of persons
aged over 18 years had the official electronic delivery system (data box); in terms of sending
on-line forms to public authorities, the Czech Republic ranks last in the European Union. In
2007, only 29% of the population used electronic services for citizens, which places the Czech
Republic far below the European average. The increase in the use of eGovernment services
to 40% in 2011 was also due to a user-friendly environment of the services being offered, as
well as to the added value in the form of time savings. Despite some partial success in the use
of eGovernment services, it is necessary to focus on promoting the use, further development
and user simplicity of these services.

In the Czech Republic, significant steps to enhance the availability and the use of ICTs in public
administration started in the 2007—2013 period. A functional and proven foundation for the next
stage focused on increasing the efficiency, transparency and simplicity of the processes in the
carrying out public administration was prepared thanks to a successful implementation of
strategic projects supported by IOP. Thanks to commencing the process of computerisation
and sharing of data, exact and reliable data were made accessible, which enabled a simpler
and faster contact of citizens and entrepreneurs with public administration, e.g. through
creating a network of data boxes ensuring reliable and safe e-submission and e-delivery of
decisions. The creation of contact points known as CzechPOINT enabled a search for and
obtaining verified outputs thanks to the project of national registers, which created a database
for the public administration providing updated and legally binding data on the identity of natural
and legal persons, authorities and real estate. Concerning eProcurement, the NIPEZ project
was implemented in 2007-2013. IROP builds on these activities and develops them in line with
the eProcurement strategy. A number of other projects will be based on the Strategic
Framework for the Development of Public Administration in the Czech Republic 2014+ and the
subsequent implementation plans. The defined objectives of the Strategic Framework are
consistent with the objectives of the Digital Agenda for Europe.

The aim of the measures linked to the Strategic Framework is to increase the transparency
and efficiency of public administration by completing the sharing of the data resources of the
public administration over the national registers and the related computerization of agendas
and electronic submission in selected agendas.

The public administration will ensure increased transparency by the computerization of the
Collection of Laws and the enactment of laws, as well as by the introduction of the open data
principle. Cultural heritage will be computerised in line with the Europeana initiative and the
Strategy for the Digitization of Cultural Content 2013-2020 approved by the Czech
Government. The eJustice and eHealth projects will build on the 2007-2013 programming
period projects, relying on ministerial strategies and action plans (e.g. eHealth action plan) and
completing the process started in the previous period. Concerning eHealth, projects will focus
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on computerization, which will include health care administration, support of diagnostics and
therapeutic care. In this segment, a European reference network has been 13 established in
accordance with Directive 2011/24/EU on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border
healthcare. Its aim is to improve interoperability of electronic health care systems and ensure
access to safe and high-quality healthcare. The first step towards creating a common
interoperability framework were guidelines on the list of the minimum health patient records,
which are to be shared as part of cross-border interoperability.

Concerning e-justice, projects will focus on the use of electronic tools for effective
administration of processes within the justice system and the judiciary, particularly on the
development of programmes aiming to facilitate data exchange between individual elements
of the judicial system.

Support will be provided to projects to modernize infrastructure and data storage and specific
ICTs that will bring new functionality for improved comfort of citizens, for example during
emergencies. In this case, projects will also build on the steps initiated in the programming
period 2007-2013 (ITS projects, central service point, etc.).

In line with the development of cross-border eGovernment services, projects will be
implemented under EU Electronic Identification and Signature (elDAS) and based on the
Secure Identity Across Borders Linked 2.0 (STORK 2.0) project. The elDAS regulation will
allow identification and authentication of a citizen of one Member State in another Member
State and create uniform basic conditions for the provision of "confidence-building services".
The STORK 2.0 project aims to contribute to the interoperability of electronic identification
based on defined pilot scenarios of cross-border services using electronic identity (e.g.
eBanking, eHealth, eLearning & Academic Qualification).

Another area targeted by the Czech Republic is cyber security. Data from the National
Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT) show a dramatic increase in incidents in
cyberspace, which requires a response and changes in the security of (especially) ICTs and
critical public administration infrastructure.

To ensure controlled and secure data exchange within public administration, the Czech
Republic intends to implement projects to protect the ICT infrastructure in line with the Strategy
for Cyber Security of the Czech Republic 2015-2020. This strategy is in line with the
Cybersecurity Strategy of the European Union: An Open, Safe and Secure Cyberspace.

Strategic _context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strateqgy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

The implementation of TO 2 contributes to the meeting of the objectives of the Europe 2020
strategy through the flagship initiative "Digital Agenda for Europe", which, at the national level,
also requires support for the deployment and use of modern accessible Internet services,
online health services (eHealth), Action Plan for ICT and eGovernment for 2011— 2015.
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Support will contribute to the introduction of digital technology and the streamlining and
improved transparency of public administration.

Measures implemented through TO 2 in IROP also aim to achieving the objectives under the
flagship initiative "An industrial policy for the globalization era", which foresees the
modernization of procurement as one of the instruments for improving industrial policy. The
initiative also emphasises the reduction of the administrative burden on companies at the
national level. Measures (open data, electronic submission, electronic authentication and
identification, etc.) will, inter alia, reduce the administrative burden on companies and facilitate
entrepreneurship and contribute to progress towards the objectives of the Initiative.

Thematic Objective 2 responds to the state of Czech public administration, also mentioned in
the justification of the Council Recommendation of 8 July 2014 on the 2014 NRP of the Czech
Republic, and in the Council Opinion on the 2014 Convergence Programme of the Czech
Republic (recommendations adopted under the European Semester 2014) which, among other
things, state that the "quality and efficiency of the public administration continue to represent
a challenge with negative economic repercussions"”. Recommendation no. 7 calls on the Czech
Republic to strengthen the fight against corruption and increase transparency in public
procurement. These recommendations can be immediately implemented through improving
the quality of procurement tools and procurement computerization (eProcurement) in TO 2.

Similarly, the thematic objective is also related to the need to improve the effectiveness and
efficiency of public employment services (Recommendation no. 4), for which the
implementation and modernization of information and communication systems represents one
of the tools for improving quality and efficiency.

Thematic Objective 4: Supporting the shift towards low-carbon economy in all sectors

Specific emissions per capita in the Czech Republic exceed the EU average. Production and
consumption of energy, together with other industrial production and transport, are the largest
producer of pollutants, which significantly exceed acceptable limits in particularly affected
areas with a high concentration of industrial production and high level of urbanization.

Measures to support the improvement of energy standards of buildings will contribute to
fulfilling the objectives of the EU and the Czech Republic concerning energy and climate
change and the transition to a low carbon economy, constituting an important growth-
promoting measure contributing to an increase in employment and the competitiveness of the
Czech economy reducing costs of energy for consumers.

Concerning energy savings, the household sector represents a very significant potential
(30.5%). According to data from the National Energy Efficiency Action Plan, the Czech
Republic has more than 2 416 apartments which could be supported by IROP. The estimated
investment cost of renovations to a cost-effective standard exceeds CZK 300 billion. Energy
savings supported by IROP in the apartment building sector are part of the strategy to meet
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Czech Republic's obligations to energy savings in accordance with EP and Council Directive
2012/27/EU on energy efficiency.

Insufficient, non-connected and low-quality transport infrastructure threatens the economic and
social stability of regions and their centres and increases the enviornmental burden by
emissions of pollutants and noise, and last but not least, threatens traffic safety. For that
reason, it is desirable to support the greenest possible transport that represents one of the
pillars of sustainable growth and quality of life in the regions. The support must be aligned with
the principles established in the Mid-term Strategy on Air Quality Improvement in the Czech
Republic and with strategic documents on sustainable urban mobility.

Private car transport increasingly burdens the road network, at most in towns and suburban
areas. The share of transport in the total emissions of carbon dioxide in the Czech Republic
grows continuously: while in 1990 it was only 4%, in 2000 it was already 9.5% and in 2014 it
was 13.5%. With regard to the gradual long-term decarbonisation of the energy sector and to
the decreasing energy intensity of industry and heating, the relative share of transport in
greenhouse gas emissions will grow if additional measures are not taken.

In agglomerations, the share of transport in air pollution is in the order of tens percent. Although
some emissions from transport are decreasing, the situation remains unsatisfactory. Air
pollution mainly in the densely developed areas has a negative impact on the population’s
health.

At the same time, the overuse of private car transport overloading the road network logically
results in its higher share in the division of transportation labour. On the contrary, bicycles as
the main means of transport in the Czech Republic are used roughly by 7% of the popluation
according to the European Cyclists’ Federation. In that figure, the Czech Republic together
with Lithuania and Slovenia rank 9th to 11th in Europe. Measures to increase the level of
multimodality in transport as a whole, to increase energy efficiency and attractiveness of public
transport and non-motorised transport will help to develop low-carbon economy in the transport
sector.

Strategic context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strategy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

The support for the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all sectors directly aims at achieving
one of the five main objectives of the Europe 2020: "Greenhouse gas emissions 20% (or even
30%, if the conditions are right) lower than 1990, 20% of our final energy consumption from
renewables and 20% increase in energy efficiency".

The thematic objective fulfils Europe 2020 by contributing to the implementation of the flagship
initiative "Less resource-intensive Europe", which emphasizes support for decoupling
economic growth from resource use by supporting the transition to a low carbon economy and
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greater use of renewable energy sources, modernizing the transport sector and promoting
energy efficiency.

Thematic Objective 4 responds to the challenges identified in the Recommendations adopted
under the European Semester 2014, specifically to Recommendation no. 6 "Intensify efforts to
increase energy efficiency in the economy". The justification states that "the potential for
energy saving is still significant and more ambitious measures would also help to reduce
energy dependence". In a link to the recommendations, IROP implements activities under SO
2.5 leading to a reduction in energy consumption in the residential sector but also activities
under SO 1.2 supporting multimodality and energy efficiency of transport. In the transport
sector, implementation of Thematic Objective 4 is tied also to recommendation no. 1 that calls
on the Czech Republic to prioritise expenditure enhancing growth, with a view to supporting
recovery and improving the growth prospects.

Energy-efficient housing and transport are strongly reflected in Integrated Guideline 5:
"Improving resource efficiency and reducing greenhouse gases".

The theme of intelligent, interconnected transport infrastructure and low-carbon transport is
linked also to IG 6 "Improving entrepreneurial and consumer environment, modernizing and
developing the industrial base” and IGs focusing on education and the labour market.

The implementation of the TO in the transport sector builds on the European transport policy,
inlcuding its basic strategy ,, The White Paper: Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area
- Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system". At the national level, the
background strategic documents are the Transport Policy of the Czech Republic for 2014-2020
with an outlook till 2050, Transport Sector Strategies, phase 2 (2014-2020) and, in reference
to the basic strategic documents in transport, energy and the environment, also the National
Action Plan for Clean Mobility.

Thematic Objective 5: Support for climate change adaptation, risk prevention and risk
management

Prevention of existing and effective management of new risks (in terms of their intensity and
frequency), such as hurricanes, prolonged droughts accompanied by extensive fires and other
phenomena are currently much debated issues in the Czech Republic. The reason is the
significant impact of climate change on landscape, water and forest management and
agriculture and on the overall socio-economic situation of regions. Climate change phenomena
put the resilience of infrastructure at risk and have an impact on the general security and
stability of the country. Similarly, emergency situations of anthropogenic and technological
nature pose another fundamental problem, threatening surface water and groundwater, soil
and population and may be enhanced by climate change.

IRS units are not always effectively deployed in relation to the new risks and climate change
and their infrastructure is not sufficiently robust. These deficiencies cause reduced
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preparedness and resilience of the affected areas to climate change and new risks. In addition
to investments of preventive and organizational type aimed at preventing risks of emergencies,
it is necessary to ensure preparedness to deal with emergencies, adapt the equipment of IRS
units and strengthen the resilience of the territory, especially in places where there is an
accumulation of phenomena and risks.

The long-term competitiveness of regions requires ensuring an adequate response to the
increased incidence and intensity of emergencies in order to protect human life and health,
property and economic activities.

Long-term competitiveness of the Czech economy and increasing disaster resilience will also
be achieved by increasing the readiness of human resources to deal with emergencies and
managing new risks. It is necessary to adapt the training and learning centres of IRS units.

Strategic _context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strategy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

Under its chapter "Sustainable growth — promoting a more competitive, greener and resource-
efficient economy", the Europe 2020 strategy stresses the need to "strengthen the resilience
of European economies against risks arising from climate change, as well as capacity for
disaster prevention and response."

In its Flagship Initiative "Resource Efficient Europe”, the Commission formulates its intention
to implement measures for disaster prevention and response, as part of a vision of structural
and technological changes required to move to an energy-efficient low-carbon economy more
resilient to climate changes.

Thematic Objective 6: Preserving and protecting the environment and promoting
resource efficiency

Cultural heritage affects not only the quality of life in a territory, but also represents a significant
economic potential for increasing competitiveness and sustainable development of regions.
Cultural heritage in disadvantaged regions is of particular importance, as it is one of the few
long-term development potentials and sources of employment.

Cultural heritage in the form of collections and library resources plays an important role in the
further development of culture. To make them available, it is effective to use new technologies
and digitize the collections, thereby preserving the existing cultural values. At European and
international levels, there are intense efforts to maximize the use of modern communication
technologies to develop information society, create content and promote new online services.

Access to and efficient use of cultural heritage is prevented by missing or improperly
dimensioned complementary infrastructure that would serve all visitors, including persons with
reduced mobility. In places with high traffic, it is necessary to focus on the protection, security
and prevention of irreversible damage to cultural heritage.
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The Integrated Strategy to Support Culture 2020 shows that in the case of the most visited
sites (such as UNESCO heritage sites), lack of investment for the protection and organizational
support of the visitor traffic and additional infrastructure may lead to their devastation due to
the disproportionate number of visitors concentrated in one place and time.

The Ministry of Culture has been consistently monitoring the economic benefits of the
revitalization of cultural heritage sites and the effective use of museum and library collections.
The study "Effectiveness of financial contributions to the restoration of cultural heritage sites
in urban conservation areas" has shown the creation of a significant number of jobs in
conservation and other areas, with CZK 1.38 of new values being created with every CZK 1 of
investment.

Strategic _context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strategy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

The Flagship Initiative "An industrial policy for the globalization era" defines one of the specific
objectives of the Commission as "enhance the competitiveness of the European tourism
industry."

The need to digitize collections refers to the EU's Flagship Initiative leading to smart growth
"Digital Agenda for Europe", which states the need for digitization of cultural heritage, and the
"Innovation Union".

Thematic Objective 7: Promoting sustainable transport and removing bottlenecks in key
network infrastructures

Transport of materials, products and people is a key prerequisite for economic and social
stability of regions and a prerequisite for the fulfilment of the principles of free trade as one of
the fundamental pillars of the EU. The quality of transport accessibility is one of the most
important factors of regional competitiveness. In relation to the ongoing processes of economic
concentration and specialization, there is growing importance of regional transport, with
especially economically troubled regions or peripheral areas being at a disadvantage, as the
quality of the socio-economic conditions in these regions or areas is significantly limited by the
reduced accessibility to centres. The absence of the development of the regional-level
networks will also result in insufficient effectiveness of projects supported under the
Operational Programme Transport in the TEN-T and on Class 1 roads.

Although the density of the Czech Republic's road network is among the highest in Europe, it
faces fundamental shortcomings limiting the competitiveness of regions, such as the
incomplete interconnectivity of regional transport (road) infrastructure, interconnectivity of
regional centres and the nationwide backbone network (in particular TEN-T), as well as the
interconnectivity of lower-class regional transport systems linking smaller towns and rural
villages with regional centres. The quality of the network of regional roads and its capacity,
safety and other parameters is low. The transport infrastructure also insufficiently implements
intelligent transport systems (ITS).
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The data from the Ministry of Transport and the Road and Motorway Directorate can illustrate
the significance and position of the various categories of roads in transport infrastructure. Of
the total length of the road network, motorways, high-speed roads and Class 1 roads (state
network under the responsibility of the Road and Motorway Directorate) account for 13% and
networks managed by the regions account for 26% and 61% for Class 2 and Class 3 roads,
respectively. The share of the traffic performance on State and regional roads is approximately
1:1 (49%: 51%).

Regions manage more than 48,000 km of Class 2 and Class 3 roads, of which more than 21%
can be considered in various regions as key to enhancing regional mobility, in order not to
reduce or even put at risk their competitiveness. Priorities of individual regions concern about
8.2 thousand km, primarily on Class 2 roads, which account for about 16% of the total length
of all roads owned by the regions, and only about 1% of Class 3 roads which can be considered
to play the role of higher-class roads. Projects financed by the IROP will cover only sections
of these priority roads. The allocated amount corresponds to the intensity of construction
investment in modernization, bypasses and relocations.

This does not concern across-the-board support for the renewal of the road network, but
targeted interventions in the most important roads that meet defined criteria for improving the
accessibility and the removal of barriers to the development of marginalized and peripheral
areas while increasing their safety.

Inadequate and poor infrastructure lacking interconnection causes increased load on the
environment by emissions of air pollutants, noise pollution, especially in built-up urban areas
and ultimately threatens the safety of transport. Therefore, it is desirable to promote transport
which is as environmentally friendly as possible, which is one of the pillars of sustainable
growth and quality of life in the regions.

Strategic _context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strategy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

IROP deals with the issue of regional transport infrastructure in accordance with Europe 2020,
directly contributing to enhancing regional mobility and to fulfilling one of the main objectives
of Europe 2020: "Greenhouse gas emissions 20% (or even 30%, if the conditions are right)
lower than 1990."

The issue of transport is also referred to in select Integrated Guidelines, which emphasise
intelligent, interconnected transport infrastructure and low-carbon transport. Regional transport
infrastructure has a strong link to IG 6 "Improving entrepreneurial and consumer environment,
modernizing and developing the industrial base”. The theme has also a link to IGs focusing on
education and the labour market.

The implementation of TOs is based on the European transport policy, and thus also its
fundamental strategy "White Paper - Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area - Towards
a competitive and resource efficient transport system”. At the national level, the key strategic
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document is the Transport Policy of the Czech Republic 2014-2020 with a view to 2050 and
the Transport Sector Strategies, Phase 2 (2014-2020).

Regionally, the issue of transport infrastructure outlined in IROP is in accordance with one of
the fundamental principles of territorial cohesion in accordance with the Territorial Agenda
2020, namely the "Improving territorial connectivity for individuals, communities and
businesses."

In IROP, the implementation of Thematic Objective 7 is linked to the calls made in the
Recommendations adopted as part of the European Semester 2014. Recommendation no. 1
calls on the Czech Republic to prioritize growth-promoting expenditure in order to support the
recovery and improve prospects for growth. Interventions planned in IROP through TO 7 have
a growth-promoting character by supporting the construction of priority sections of the regional
road network in order to increase connectivity to the TEN-T network. The realization of this
infrastructure is one of the prerequisites for economic recovery and overall economic growth.

Thematic Objective 9: Promoting social inclusion, combating poverty and any discrimination

Social area

In recent years, the Czech Republic has seen continued increase in diversity among
developing and rural areas, increase in diversity within regions and increase in internal
disparities on regional borders. Regional and local concentration of problems associated with
poverty and social exclusion is most clearly manifested in the municipalities which are home
to socially excluded localities. Their problem is the low quality of housing, low level of education
and functional literacy, high unemployment, material poverty, indebtedness of the population,
social pathologies and negative perception of socially excluded localities in public opinion. In
some regions, problems lead to the disintegration of social cohesion and the escalation of
social problems. Poverty and social exclusion in the Czech Republic does not affect the broad
categories of the population; however, it is concentrated in particular groups, such as long-
term or repeatedly unemployed people, single-parent and large families, the elderly, persons
leaving institutions or prison, the homeless, persons with disabilities, persons living in socially
excluded localities (including Roma) and others. This is closely related to the growing isolation
of the Roma minority in the municipalities which are home to socially excluded localities. 310
of 400 socially excluded localities are predominantly inhabited by the Roma population. When
comparing the number of Roma in these areas with the total number of Roma in the Czech
Republic, the expected impact of IROP investments is on 36% of the Roma population in the
Czech Republic.

There is a very close link between poverty and social exclusion and unemployment. AlImost
half (46.4 %) of households with at least one unemployed person is at risk of poverty in the
Czech Republic. Long-term unemployed people lose their work habits and their chances in the
labour market further decrease. At the same time, there is a growing specific group of young
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people who do not continue their studies at secondary schools. After the completion of
compulsory schooling they become unemployed and will not even acquire working habits.

In line with the European concept of active inclusion, there is a need for infrastructure
development, enhancing the absorption capacity of community-based services and the
construction of social service centres aimed at integration. It is necessary to focus on building
facilities for field services that complement regional network of social services and improve
their availability.

Social Inclusion Strategy 2014—-2020 reports that in 2013, the share of people at risk of poverty
or social exclusion in the Czech Republic amounted to 15.3%. The value is has consistently
been the lowest in the EU 28, although it is alarming that the current measures have not
produced any downward trend in the number of people who are socially excluded.

When addressing the social situation of excluded and vulnerable groups, the Czech Republic
has been increasingly using the services of institutional care, which do not contribute to the
integration of supported persons in society; conversely, they can lead to isolation and
segregation. Community-based services allow members of the vulnerable population groups
to remain in their natural environment or in close contact with close persons. High-quality
infrastructure represents a basic prerequisite for the provision of social services and allows
socially unacceptable phenomena to be eliminated or dealt with and social tensions to be
reduced. Social stability and the preservation of social skills and contacts increases the
chances of getting and keeping a job.

Emphasis must be placed on promoting social inclusion and social cohesion in structurally
affected regions with higher unemployment rate and with socially excluded localities. An
integral part of the stability and development of the territory is to maintain and increase
employment. Especially people who are socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion must
be supported in terms of their entry into and remaining in the labour market. This can be
achieved through social entrepreneurship, which needs to be further developed and promoted.

In 2007-2013, financial support from the IOP of CZK 110 million created 270 jobs in the social
entrepreneurship. Support in SO 2.2 with an allocation of CZK 2.6 billion can create up to 5,750
jobs for people who are socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion. Social inclusion of the
Roma population is addressed using the coordinated approach to social inclusion organized
by the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, the Ministry of Regional Development, Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports and the Agency for Social Inclusion. During the years 2015—
2020, systematic support will be provided to at least 70 most vulnerable municipalities, micro-
regions or municipalities with extended powers which are home to socially excluded localities.
This way, direct and coordinated support will be distributed to about 60-70% of the territory
which is home to primarily socially excluded Roma.

IROP activities are linked with Roma Integration Strategies 2020, Priority Axis 2 being available
to support people socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion for investments in social
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services, which contribute to reducing inequalities. This concerns the building of infrastructure
for outreach, outpatient and low-capacity residential forms of social, health and related
services for people who are socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion, building of
infrastructure of community centres, purchase of apartments and apartment houses for social
housing or investment to support social enterprises.

One of the tools for the stabilization and further development of the territory is the provision of
basic necessities of life, including housing. Support for social housing in this context is
understood as a contribution to the creation of conditions for the implementation of social
policy. The Czech Republic currently lacks a sufficient number of apartments for social housing
for different population groups in relation to their social status and dependencies due to
reduced ability to care for oneself.

IROP is conceived as highly inclusion-promoting, being aimed at all socially disadvantaged,
vulnerable and discriminated social groups. The Roma are listed as a relevant target group,
i.e. "Residents of socially excluded localities and ethnic minorities, especially the Roma". The
support is aimed at helping citizens who live in social exclusion to address extreme poverty,
social exclusion and discrimination. It should also ensure social cohesion, because experience
in the implementation of SFs in the period 2007-2013 showed that pro-Roma activities induce
anti-Roma sentiment, which often obstructs the implementation of integration measures.
Significant inclusive-promoting set-up of IROP, the systematic application of proven practice
from the previous period and a significant focus on areas with socially excluded localities
enable effective response to the situation of the Roma minority, which is most affected by
poverty and social exclusion.

Health care

An important requirement which affects the health care system and its parameters is the
maximum effectiveness of medical care and reduced time of treatment.

Despite the commencement of the restructuring process, health care is characterized by
inadequate bed structure, deficient state of infrastructure and the underestimation of post-
acute and rehabilitation care and care for people with disabilities and psychiatric illnesses. The
Czech Republic has seen rapid increase in the number of mental disorders, which become
one of the higgest socio-economic burdens, without this fact being reflected in the capacity
and availability of care.

The availability of services in some fields is negatively affected by inadequate interconnection
between social and health care, such fields relying on institutional care without an outpatient
or field alternative. This also applies to highly centralized system of psychiatric care that does
not meet current requirements for optimal care, focused as close as possible on the actual
social environment of the patient.
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The functioning of the psychiatric care system is mainly characterized by its high degree of
institutionalization and the unavailability of non-institutional services, as non-institutional forms
of care are virtually absent. In some regions, psychiatric hospitals (formerly psychiatric
institutions) are the only facilities providing acute inpatient or outpatient care. Some of these
institutions have a catchment area of over hundred kilometres, leading to further
institutionalization of patients, determining their social exclusion, social stigma and a low rate
of participation in the labour market.

Currently there are approximately three to five hundred thousand individuals living in the Czech
Republic who suffer from serious psychiatric illnesses and, as suggested by 2011 WHO study,
almost one-third of the entire population has suffered some type of mental illness at least once
during their life. The number of individuals who seek professional help continues to grow (it is
up by 60 % since 2000). Mental and behavioural disorders are the second most common
reason for the payment of disability pension in the Czech Republic (the most common reason
in the case of third-degree disability). A psychiatric diagnosis excludes a patient from normal
life in society for the rest of the patient's life. Disintegrated social ties, combined with poverty,
may lead up to homelessness (25-40% of the homeless population suffer from some type of
mental illness). Despite the fact that psychiatric care is provided by 30 departments of
psychiatric hospitals, the size of the network is insufficient. In late 2012, care was provided in
18 psychiatric hospitals for adults with 8,847 beds (with 188 beds for paediatric patients) and
3 hospitals only for paediatric patients with 250 beds. Since 1990, the number of beds in
psychiatric hospital has fallen by less than 30%. Compared to 2011, the number of beds in
psychiatric hospitals decreased by 157; however, emergency, ambulatory and community care
capacities have not been adequately increased.

There are differences among regions in the availability of quality services in certain fields of
highly specialized care and in the quality and availability of care that directly follows up on
highly specialized care. The follow-up care, forming a prerequisite for uniform access to all
levels and areas of health services, simultaneously leads to cost optimization of hospital care,
responding to the specific recommendations of the Council for Health.

Highly specialized care is concentrated in big cities and focuses specifically on the treatment
of the diseases from epidemiologically most important areas (circulatory, digestive, respiratory
system and oncological diseases). Highly specialized care facilities are subsequently followed
by facilities of regional importance that provide comprehensive care at least in four basic fields
and whose capacity is at least 300 beds. These facilities provide the majority of care to patients
and their level determines the speed and accuracy of diagnosis and successful treatment of
highly specialized care. The quality of the individual levels of health care significantly affects
the health of the inhabitants of the region, and in particular it shortens the periods of treatment,
sick leaves and the time spent outside the patients’ natural environment.

In terms of streamlining health care, it is essential to put sufficient emphasis on disease
prevention and support of healthy lifestyle. If neglected, it leads to a growing occurrence of risk
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factors in the population and therefore to a higher cost of the system in general. As a result,
the population loses the ability to work, which entails deteriorated quality of life, social exclusion
and risk of poverty. Interventions to support health aim to completely prevent illnesses or
diagnose them in time and reduce the financial cost of treatment.

Addressing the consequences of the refugee crisis

In connection with the Russian military aggression in Ukraine, there is an influx of people who
are affected by this aggression. According to data of the Ministry of the Interior, temporary
protection for displaced persons has already been granted to over 400,000 people in the Czech
Republic in connection with the Russian aggression. These people must be provided with
adequate accommodation, food, access to drinking water and space for personal hygiene. A
suitable solution is the support of adequate accommodation capacities. Furthermore, it is
necessary to meet the basic material needs of the people, provide them with medical and
psychosocial care and to take appropriate steps to integrate the persons who have been
granted temporary protection into society. In particular, this means access to education and
facilitated access to the labour market.

Strategic _context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strategy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

Concerning the intervention contributing to the fulfilment of the main objectives of the Europe
2020 strategy ("Reduce the number of Europeans living below national poverty lines by 25%,
lifting over 20 million people out of poverty") in the area of poverty reduction, the Czech
Republic has set a national goal to "Maintain the limit of the number of people at risk of poverty,
material deprivation, or living in households with very low work intensity by 2020 at the 2008
level, with efforts to reduce it by 30 thousand people”. The growth priority defines a Flagship
Initiative European Platform against Poverty, which aims to strengthen social and territorial
cohesion so that the benefits of growth and jobs are widely shared and people experiencing
poverty and social exclusion are enabled to live in dignity and take an active part in society.

Proposed measures in the social and health areas have a direct link to the IG no. 10 "Promote
social inclusion and combat poverty", which identifies the need to ensure access to high
quality, affordable and sustainable services, including social and health policy.

Thematic Objective 9 responds to the challenges of the recommendations adopted under the
European semester 2014, namely Recommendation no. 3, which calls on the Czech Republic
to adopt measures to significantly improve cost efficiency and administration in health care,
especially hospital care. In relation to this recommendation, the programme implements
measures under the SO 2.3, leading to a concentration of highly specialized care and follow-
up care, which is aimed not only at improving the quality of care provided, but also its
effectiveness.
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Thematic Objective 10: Investing in education, vocational education and training to
acquire skills and lifelong learning by developing infrastructure for education and
training

Concerning preschool education, problems include lack of availability of quality facilities,
despite the fact that it is pre-school education that creates and enhances the basic
requirements for learning skills and social integration of individuals. Especially for children from
socially disadvantaged families, preschool education is one of the few available and
functioning ways to reduce the risk of their later failed education and labour market integration.

Pre-school education is directly tied to the labour market, where there is still a significant
gender inequality and discrimination of women due to maternity, childcare and lack of high-
quality childcare facilities, which would facilitate their return to work. In the context of mothers
returning to the labour market and their low employability, particular attention is paid to facilities
for children under three years of age.

Basic education insufficiently compensates for the handicaps of disadvantaged children from
underprivileged families, from the Roma community, the families of third country nationals,
including internationally protected persons or handicapped children and does not develop the
individual potential of each student.

Pupils quickly lose the level of math, reading and science skills, with information literacy and
language skills being insufficient. At the same time it does not create conditions for an
increased pupil's interest in technical and natural sciences. Other shortcoming also include
outdated equipment of schools and school facilities for teaching of these subjects and skills,
which has a negative effect on the level of education and the provision of educational services.

Material facilities of a significant part of schools and school facilities are inadequate to the
needs of individual integration of children with special educational needs, and do not allow for
their teaching, let alone the actual school attendance. Other problems include the trend of
increasing regional and local disparities in access to basic education due to the uneven
demographic development, migration trends and other factors.

One of the biggest problems of vocational education is its inconsistency with the requirements
of regional labour markets. This is also one of the reasons why the unemployment rate of
recent graduates of secondary schools is well above the overall unemployment rate and is
rising. The quality of vocational education with technical, scientific and agricultural focus is
often limited by a lack of material and technical facilities of schools and the lack of modern
teaching aids. In the long run, this adversely affects the interest of applicants to study
disciplines that are in high demand by the employers and are key for future competitiveness
of regions and the Czech Republic.

Urgent calls should be addressed in further education. The dynamics of the economic
development very quickly changes work organization, job opportunities and demands for
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knowledge and skills of the workforce. Initial education cannot provide its graduates with
training for the entire period of their professional career. In a situation where the supply of
labour and its structure does not correspond to the needs of the economy and the demand of
employers, the role of lifelong learning increases. Its offer is still inadequate and unsystematic
and does not significantly contribute to the development and flexible change of labour skills
required by the labour market. The conditions for access to lifelong learning also vary
geographically and in comparison between urban and rural areas.

Strategic _context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strategy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

The implementation of interventions in education is directly linked to two of the main objectives
of the Europe 2020 Strategy: the objective "Reducing the share of early school leavers from
the current 15% to 10% and increasing the share of the population aged 30-34 with a
completed tertiary education from 31% to at least 40%". It also contributes to the Employment
objective "Raise the employment rate of people aged 20-64 years from the current 69% to at
least 75%".

There is an apparent strong link to IG 8: "Developing skilled workforce responding to labour
market needs, promoting job quality and lifelong learning” and 1G 9: "Improving the
performance of education and training at all levels and increasing participation in tertiary
education."

Thematic Objective 10 directly contributes to the implementation of the Recommendations
adopted in the framework of the European Semester 2014. Recommendation no. 4 calls on
the Czech Republic to increase the availability of affordable and high-quality childcare facilities
and services, focusing particularly on children under three years of age.

The justification of the 2014 Recommendation mentions concerns raised by the quality of the
Czech educational system and its relevance to the needs of the labour market as well as the
low participation of Roma children in the inclusive majority education, which are reflected in
the wording of Recommendation no. 5 towards supporting schools and students with poor
results and increasing the inclusiveness of education, especially encouraging the participation
of socially disadvantaged and Roma children.

Thematic Objective 11: Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders
and improving the efficiency of public administration through measures for strengthening
institutional capacity and efficiency of public administration and public services related to the
implementation of the ERDF, contributing to the implementation of measures supported by the
ESF in the area of institutional capacity and efficiency of public administration

Concerning the public administration, it is necessary to implement measures to strengthen
public participation in public governance, ensure its transparency and reduce the bureaucratic

37



burden. One of the tools to achieve this goal is to support the development of open government
and open data for the use of the non-profit sector, entrepreneurial community and citizens.

Necessary prerequisite for growth and increased competitiveness of regions include stability,
sustainability and predictability of regional development, which are dependent on the quality
of decision-making of local public administration and are based on the balance among the
conditions for a favourable environment, economic development and cohesion of the
population. According to the Building Act, these tasks are to be performed through spatial
planning tools as a basis for decision-making about the territory, their acquisition being closely
related to the improvement of public administration. Non-transparent, poor-quality and non-
strategic decision-making about the territory can be avoided by commissioning the absent
planning studies, which form the professional basis for all levels of decision-making about the
territory, as well as the absent local plans and regulatory plans, which are binding for the
decision making about the territory. Without these documents, decision making within the
territory would be procedurally and temporally complicated and non-strategic, with some
projects not being capable of being realized at all.

Spatial planning tools can also be used to comprehensively address the endowment of the
territory with the necessary infrastructure and its availability and coordinated position in the
residential structure. The absence or obsoleteness of land use documentation negatively
affects the development of the territory in terms of investment or economic development,
environmental protection and social stability of the territory, thereby undermining its
competitiveness.

Strategic _context — a contribution to achieving the objectives of the Strategy for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth

Concerning the development of land use planning as part of the public administration and a
prerequisite for sustainable growth and increase in regional competitiveness, the
implementation of TO 11 is linked to the Territorial Agenda of the Europe 2020. Its objectives
are, among other things, expressed in territorial development priorities of the European Union.
Support is provided to the strategic approach to territorial development and coordination of the
related land-use-oriented policies based on an integrated approach.

At the national level, TO 11 is used to implement the contribution to the two basic territorial
development strategies. Concerning the Regional Development Strategy 2014—2020, which
stresses out the need to improve the quality of strategic and land use planning and the vital
role of spatial planning as an instrument of risk prevention (in relation to climate change). In
addition to the Spatial Development Policy of the Czech Republic, which is used to coordinate
territorial development at the national level and, among other things, ensures the
implementation of documents of the European Union (EU Territorial Agenda etc.).

The justifications of the Recommendations adopted for the Czech Republic as part of the
European Semester 2014 state that "the quality and efficiency of public administration is a
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problem with negative economic consequences”. The implementation of TO 11 in IROP aims
to increase the transparency and quality of public administration decision-making by
supporting the acquisition and application of spatial planning documents.

TO 11 activities have an implicit link to Recommendation no. 1, which calls on the Czech
Republic to prioritize growth-promoting expenditure in order to support the recovery and
improve prospects for growth. Good local planning provides a framework for the
implementation of infrastructure projects.

Thematic Objective 13: Fostering crisis repair in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic
and its social consequences and preparing a green, digital and resilient recovery of the
economy

Thematic Objective 13 was established by the REACT-EU Regulation and it is the only
investment priority. It is used for the programming and the use of extraordinary additional
resources from structural funds for the response to the COVID-19 crisis, as well as to support
a resilient recovery of the economy through activities aimed at solving the migration crisis
caused by Russian military aggression in Ukraine.

Green infrastructure

The activities listed in the IROP's Programming Document are based on the Commission
Communication "Green infrastructure — improving the natural capital of Europe" and the
opinions of the European Economic and Social Committee. This type of support is not the
primary aim of IROP, but the programme uses it as a successfully tested tool with major
environmental, economic and social benefits. The key factors in green infrastructure are local
and regional authorities which, taking into account the interests of all population groups, can
optimize the development of the territory within the regional strategic plans in order to improve
the quality of life.

The concept of green infrastructure addresses the interconnection of ecosystems, their
protection and the provision of ecosystem services and is directly linked to regional policy,
cohesion policy, climate change, transport policy and civil protection. These are
complementary activities, which separately cannot be implemented, because they would not
fulfil the respective thematic objectives.

1.1.1.2 Link of the proposed IROP strategy to strategies and policies at European,
national and regional levels

IROP is based on a series of strategies adopted at European, national and regional levels and

intervention are set to maximize the contribution to the achievement of their goals. From the

perspective, contribution to Europe 2020 is essential.

39



A comprehensive overview of strategic documents and concepts forms Annex 2.

1.1.1.a Description of the expected impact of the operational programme on fostering
crisis repair in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and its social
consequences and preparing a green, digital and resilient recovery of the
economy

The new Priority Axis 6 contains specific objective 6.1 REACT-EU with three core areas —
healthcare, IRS and social infrastructure with an increased energy efficiency. These activities
have been discussed with the bodies responsible for those themes — the Ministry of Health,
the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the Association of
Regions of the Czech Republic. The focus of those activities was further discussed with
members of the IROP working teams and their comments were integrated or justified.

Priority Axis 6 responds to the COVID-19 pandemic consequences in the Czech Republic in
areas that meet the conditions of the REACT-EU Regulation and for which no available funding
remains in IROP 2014-2020. The aim of the set of activities for additional funding from REACT-
EU is to improve the technological and material equipment and resilience of the facilities in
healthcare, the integrated rescue system and social infrastructure. These areas also have
sufficient absorption capacity, readiness of projects and administrative capacity on the part of
the Managing Authority. The additional funds will be allocated throughout the Czech Republic,
because the precarious pandemic situation affects the entire Czech Republic and is not
concentrated in any one region.

Healthcare

The COVID-19 pandemic hit the whole territory of the Czech Republic. Compared with the
other EU Member States, the Czech Republic managed the first wave quite well thanks to
timely restrictions that prevented an uncontrolled spread of the infection but caused an
enormous burden on the Czech economy. However, the autumn wave hit the Czech Republic
very hard. That unfavourable trend was seen first in Prague, the most developed region of the
country, but gradually it spread to the whole territory of the Czech Republic. At present (March
2021), the Czech Republic is one of the most pandemic-affected states of the world. Gradually,
the pandemic hit the healthcare of the whole country. The programme will support also the City
of Prague. As the majority of facilities providing top specialized care are located in the City of
Prague, complicated cases from the whole country were transferred to Prague hospitals even
in the first wave.

The COVID-19 pandemic showed significant unpreparedness of some areas of Czech
healthcare to respond to such unexpected threats. In 2020, the Ministry of Health asked
healthcare providers for information on investments required in connection with the pandemic.
Based on those requirements and pursuant to an assessment of the relevance of the measures
to the defined objective of REACT-EU support, which is development and higher resilience of
the Czech healthcare in connection with COVID-19 consequences, key areas of support were
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identified. Those areas were, in line with the partnership approach, consulted with the
Conceptual Working Group of the Ministry of Health for the use of REACT-EU funds, whose
members include representatives of specialized departments of the Ministry of Health, of
insurance companies, Ministry of Regional Development as well as the Association of Regions
of the Czech Republic.

The requirements of the healthcare providers indicated the necessity to support certain types
of care (infection units), or to invest in a different organizational arrangement of the hospitals
enabling a higher safety of care provision in an unfavourable epidemic situation. Especially in
aftercare, this means building rooms enabling a quarantine of patients.

The key areas of support are:

- Priority area A is focused on strengthening the care fields that follow up emergency
admission in providers involved in the standardized network of emergency admissions.
This network ensures regional accessibility and standardized level of care across the
Czech Republic.

- Priority area B is focused on especially vulnerable groups of patients, which are, in the
context of the pandemic, groups of patients with co-morbidity for whom COVID-19
could be fatal.

- Priority area C is designed to support directly the organisations and facilities combating
COVID-19 and its consequences. These bodies are the most required to manage the
immediate needs caused by the pandemic. The public health support organisations
(mainly the regional hygienic stations) have been long underfunded because their
activity has not been seen as priority due to the long favourable epidemic situation.
Now, their material equipment does not meet the current enormous requirements. Also
the field of infection medicine was not massively developed before the pandemic and
so support for infection inpatient units has been added as an activity.

The activities have been defined so that they enhance the resilience of the whole sector of
Czech healthcare and are not in conflict with the requirement to ensure sustainability of
healthcare, with regard to future demographic developments.

IRS

Topics related to IRS were selected for REACT-EU on the basis of intensive communication
with the Ministry of Interior and the basic units of IRS after a thorough analysis of the first wave
of the COVID-19 pandemic in the Czech Republic and after mapping the absorption capacity
of potential beneficiaries of the support. The relevance of needs is currently emphasized by
the onset of another wave of the COVID-19 pandemic that is far more intensive in the Czech
Republic and on a massive scale. The available capacities of the IRS basic units for the
purpose of prevention and response to a crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic are, moreover,
reduced by the concurrence of more emergency events (the pandemic, natural disasters
caused by climate change — local floods and windstorms, or enforcement of security measures
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in connection with maintaining public order disrupted due to the pandemic). As the role of the
IRS cannot be substituted in the Czech Republic conditions, for these purposes, by other
bodies of public administration or private sector, it is apparent that, in such concurrence, the
capacities of the IRS are insufficient under these circumstances. It is necessary to reinforce
their capacities adequately in this context, mainly by increasing the resilience of their
infrastructure, increasing the readiness of their staff and ensuring sufficient protection of their
health and safety at work.

Moreover, it is necessary to secure and improve the resilience of the information and
communication infrastructure of all crisis management actors to avoid outage of services due
to cyber attacks on ICT infrastructure. We assume that the improvement of technical
equipment will shorten the response time and increase the quality of services, and that the
modern equipment and facilities of the actors will help to reduce the damage and the
subsequent cost of recovery from the consequences. Effective management of the COVID-19
pandemic is, inter alia, determined by achieving synergies and optimal balance of capacities
of the IRS units earmarked for actions related exclusively to COVID-19 and for actions
associated with the response to emergency events caused by climate change. From a global
perspective it must be pointed out that the IRS provides significant support to the whole
healthcare system of the Czech Republic in dealing with COVID-19. Its effective response is
not possible in Czech conditions without sufficient consideration of their needs. Support in the
form of creating adequate conditions for performing the IRS activity is, in this context, an
integral part of securing the whole process of dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic in the
Czech Republic.

Social infrastructure

The area of social services has also been significantly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
and it has shown to be inadequately materially and technically prepared (e.g. provision of
separate spaces for infected persons or separate spaces for visitors), or to have a limited
capacity in some types of the social service facilities. Some types of the service are still
provided in buildings with multi-bed rooms without separate spaces for personal hygiene. All
of those dispositions significantly facilitate the spreading of any viral disease.

The activity will improve the provision of care, ensure new needed capacities for identified
social services resilient to any other wave of COVID-19 but will also acquire new technologies.
In general, this should include both residential and non-residential services that are domiciled
in a building that will be upgraded or newly built thanks to the investment. As in the current
IROP (SO 2.1), low-emission vehicles for field and other social services (in this regard, they
can also be considered as infrastructure with a higher energy efficiency) will be supported,
together with any facilities for the field service. All residential social services will be
underpinned by the Material and Technical Standard of MLSA, ensuring the community basis
of those services.
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The recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic crisis and its social impacts and preparing for a
green, digital and resilient economic recovery is promoted through Priority Axis 6. In addition,
support for resilient economic recovery is also included in the new Priority Axis 9, which is
dedicated to addressing the consequences of the migration crisis caused by Russian military
aggression against Ukraine. The allocation earmarked for Priority Axis 9 is intended mainly for
operations that will provide persons who have been granted temporary protection with basic
life necessities, incl. housing, and will help their socio-economic integration into society.

1.1.2. Justification for choosing the thematic objectives and corresponding investment
priorities, having regard to the Partnership Agreement on the basis of
identification of regional and possibly national needs, including the need to
address the challenges defined in the relevant country-specific
recommendations that were adopted in accordance with Article 121(2) TFEU and
the relevant Council recommendations adopted in accordance with Article 148(4)
TFEU, taking into account the ex-ante evaluation.

1.1.2.a Justification setting out the expected impact of the operational programme on
fostering crisis repair in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and its social
consequences and preparing a green, digital and resilient recovery of the
economy

Table 1 Reasons for choosing thematic objectives and investment priorities

Selected thematic | Selected investment | Justification for selection or impact on fostering
objective priority crisis repair

Thematic Objective | IP 2c): Strengthening | NRP 2014

2: Enhancing ICT applications for Measures for effective PA and good legislative
access to, use and | eGovernment, environment.
quality of ICT elLearning, elnclusion, | The strategic framework for the development of the

eCulture and eHealth. | Czech PA 2014+ — 85% of all PA submissions to be
made in electronic form by 2020.

Position paper

Develop and implement eGovernment services in
accordance with national IAS. Promote the
development of a coherent proposal for
eGovernment to ensure the use of all available
information across institutions.

"A modern and professional administration” — TO 2
contributes to the reduction of administrative
burdens, the fight against corruption and
transparency in governance, eProcurement and
eGovernment aim to implement the funding priority
"Innovation benefiting the business environment."
Partnership Agreement
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Selected thematic
objective

Selected investment
priority

Justification for selection or impact on fostering
crisis repair

1.1.3 Public administration — 5. Unfinished
eGovernment and 6. Inadequate security of IS PA.

Funding priority
Transparent, efficient PA with low administrative and
regulatory burden, effectively responding to
emergencies, with focus on completing
eGovernment, on a full operation and
communication of information registers.

o More robust eGovernment

o Increased security of IS PA

Thematic Objective
4: Supporting the
shift towards low-
carbon economy in
all sectors

IP 4c): Supporting
energy efficiency,
smart energy
management systems
and the use of energy
from renewable
energy sources in
public infrastructures,
inter alia, in public
buildings and in the
area of housing

NRP 2014

Council Recommendation no. 7 “Take further
measures to improve energy efficiency in buildings
and industries", the objective of the Czech Republic
is to save 51.10 PJ (14.20 TWh) in final energy
consumption by 2020.

Position paper

Improving the energy performance of buildings by
increasing their energy efficiency.

Partnership Agreement

Area 1.1.5, Environment, 1.1.5.1 Environmental
protection — 1. Air pollution and 4. Energy
performance — Smart City concept

Funding priority
Protecting the environment and the landscape and
adapting to climate change — the objective is to
reduce pollution and energy consumption in
urbanized areas
o Increasing the share of production /
consumption of energy from renewable
sources
o Increasing energy performance of buildings

Thematic Objective
4: Supporting the
shift towards low-
carbon economy in
all sectors

IP 4e) Promoting
low-carbon
strategies for all
types of territories,
in particular for
urban areas,
including the
promotion of
sustainable
multimodal urban

NRP 2014

Development of ITSs that improve traffic safety,
improve traffic management, increase information of
the traffic situation, improve access to public
passenger transport and are a tool to optimise the
use of the transport infrastructure capacity.
Position paper

Investment in sustainable urban transport to support
the strategy of integrated and sustainable mobility in
urban agglomerations.

Partnership Agreement
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Selected thematic

Selected investment

Justification for selection or impact on fostering

objective priority crisis repair
mobility and Alink to area 1.1.2 Infrastructure, 1.1.2.1 Transport
mitigation-relevant infrastructure and accessibility/mobility — 5.
adaptation Insufficient infrastructure conditions for the
measures development of cities and agglomerations.

Funding priorities
Increasing the level of multimodality in transport as
a whole, improving the transport infrastructure
conditions and increasing the attractiveness of
public transport and non-motorised transport in
cities, agglomerations and regions
o Developing low-carbon integrated systems
in public transport at the level of cities and
agglomerations
o Developing stationary traffic and cycling

transport
o Higher use of alternative energies in
transport
Thematic Objective | IP 5b): Supporting NRP 2014

5: Promoting
climate change
adaptation, risk
prevention and
management

investment aimed at
addressing specific
risks, by ensuring
disaster resilience
and by development
of crisis management
systems.

Measures aimed at higher preparedness of flood
authorities.

Partnership Agreement

IP implements area 1.1.5.2 Climate change and
dealing with risks — 2. Insufficient readiness of
regions (IRS) to adapt to climate change and to
prevent and deal with risks

Funding priorities

o Increasing the readiness and resilience of
territory to adapt to climate changes and to
prevent and deal with risks Improving the
readiness (training) and ensuring robustness
and adequate deployment and corresponding
facilities (IRS) across the territory.

Thematic Objective
6: Preserving and
protecting the
environment and
promoting resource
efficiency

IP 6¢): Preservation,
protection, promotion
and development of
natural and cultural
heritage

NRP 2014

Reform measure "Attractive business environment"
emphasizes the development of SMEs and
enhancing their ability to contribute to economic
growth.

Position paper

The possibility to support investments in the cultural
sector, which can be supported under integrated
plans for the development of the economy.
Partnership Agreement
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Selected thematic
objective

Selected investment
priority

Justification for selection or impact on fostering
crisis repair

The priority corresponds to the relevant problem
area 1.1.5. Environment — 1.1.5.1 Environmental
protection - 7. Under-utilisation of the potential of
cultural and natural heritage

Funding priorities

Revitalization, rehabilitation and promotion of

cultural and natural heritage having strong potential

for economic development.

o Improvement and modernisation of public
infrastructure to make natural and cultural
heritage accessible, streamlining the
presentation of cultural values and
strengthening its protection and development
through investments in their appropriate use.

Thematic Objective
7: Promoting
sustainable
transport and
removing
bottlenecks in key
network
infrastructures

IP 7b): Enhancing
regional mobility
through connecting
secondary and
tertiary nodes to TEN-
T infrastructure,
including multimodal
nodes.

NRP 2014

The current state of the Czech transport network in
terms of quality and functionality fails to meet the
standards of the original 15 EU states. This state is
seen as one of the obstacles to achieving higher
economic growth the Czech Republic.

Position paper

Investment in local roads, which contribute to the
restoration of disadvantaged urban and rural areas,
if they provide the necessary connection with the
network of motorways and high-speed roads.
Partnership Agreement

Link to 1.1.2.1 Transport infrastructure and
accessibility/mobility — 1. Unfinished backbone
transport network

Funding priority

Sustainable infrastructure enabling competitiveness

of the economy and the corresponding transport

services and accessibility in the area, improved
connection of regions and lower-level centres to the
backbone infrastructure.

o Extending transport infrastructure outside the
TEN-T and promoting the development of
sustainable transport

o Increasing the availability of lower-level
settlements and peripheral or otherwise
disadvantaged regions by improving their
connection to the TEN-T.

46




Selected thematic
objective

Selected investment
priority

Justification for selection or impact on fostering
crisis repair

o Increasing the number of bypasses of major
cities outside TEN-T

Thematic Objective
9: Promoting social
inclusion,
combating poverty
and any
discrimination

IP 9a): Investing in
health and social
infrastructure which
contributes to
national, regional and
local development,
reducing inequalities
in terms of health
status, promoting
social inclusion
through improved
access to social,
cultural and
recreational services
and the transition
from institutional to
community-based
services.

NRP 2014

Reform measure Soc. Inclusion and combating
poverty

Council Recommendation no. 3 Adopt measures
that would significantly improve the cost-
effectiveness of health care.

Position paper

Support for improving access to affordable,
sustainable and high-quality services, including
health care and social services

Partnership Agreement

The priority corresponds to the relevant area 1.1.4
Soc. inclusion, fighting poverty and the health care
system — 3. Low availability of social housing

Funding priorities

o Social system encouraging the inclusion of

socially excluded groups and combating poverty

Improved availability of social housing

Better availability and setting of social services

Increased capacity of supported soc. services

Adopted measures to improve the health

condition of the population

o Increased share of healthcare facilities meeting
the standards of the given type of care.

o Modernized infrastructure of providers of highly
specialized and follow-up care

o Restructured psychiatric care

o O O O

Thematic Objective
9: Promoting social
inclusion,
combating poverty
and any
discrimination

IP 9¢): Providing
support to social
enterprises

NRP 2014

Reform measure Social inclusion and combating
poverty counts on the support of employment within
and in the vicinity of socially excluded localities
(development of social entrepreneurship is one of
the tools).

Position paper

It mentions the support of social enterprises in
relation to SMEs.

Partnership Agreement

Link to the relevant area 1.1.4 Soc. inclusion,
fighting poverty and the health care system — 1.
Poor employability and low employment of socially
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Selected thematic
objective

Selected investment
priority

Justification for selection or impact on fostering
crisis repair

excluded people or at risk of social exclusion in the
labour market

Funding priorities

Social system incorporating socially excluded

groups and acting pre-emptively against poverty —

Increasing the employability of socially excluded

persons and persons at risk of poverty and social

exclusion in the labour market.

o Better conditions and a developed system of
social entrepreneurship.

o Increased number of social enterprises and the
jobs created in them.

o Expanded and upgraded social enterprise
facilities leading to the reduction of
unemployment, and promoting social inclusion.

Thematic Objective
9: Promoting social
inclusion,
combating poverty
and any
discrimination

IP 9d) Investing in
community-led local
development
strategies

Position paper
Improving the quality of life in rural settlements and

improving their attractiveness, related interventions
in the areas of employment and labour mobility,
education, skills and life-long learning.
Partnership Agreement

Chapter 3.1.1. Community-led local development:

Funding priority

Ensure transport services, ensure quality and

accessible health care, deal with the prevention and

promotion of healthy lifestyle, raise the employability

of people at risk of social exclusion, ensure the

development, increase the openness and enhanced

capacities for pre-school education (school

facilities).

o Increase rural functional amenities

o Creating conditions for cooperation in order to
improve the quality and accessibility of service
networks (e.g. social, health and follow-up
networks).

o Support for the development of the local
economy in rural areas.

Thematic Objective
9: Promoting social
inclusion,
combating poverty
and any
discrimination

IP 9iv): Enhancing
access to affordable,
sustainable and high-
quality services,
including health care

Requlation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European
Parliament and of the Council

The aim is to use the unused appropriations to
address migration problems resulting from the
military aggression by the Russian Federation in
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Selected thematic
objective

Selected investment
priority

Justification for selection or impact on fostering
crisis repair

and social services of
general interest.

accordance with CARE, or FAST CARE - Cohesion
action for refugees in Europe.

Thematic Objective
10: Investing in
education,
vocational
education and
training to acquire
skills and lifelong
learning by
developing
infrastructure for
education and
training

IP 10: Investing in
education, vocational
education and
training to acquire
skills and lifelong
learning by
developing
infrastructure for
education and
training

NRP 2014

Reducing the number of early school leavers to
5.5%.

Council Recommendation no. 4 — use funds to
create additional capacity in kindergartens.
Position paper

Increasing the number of affordable and high-quality
childcare facilities, improving the quality of
compulsory education, a better link between the
offer of education and the labour market, improving
cooperation between educational institutions and
enterprises.

Partnership Agreement

Link to Advanced and high-quality education system
— 1. Insufficient quality of initial education, 3.
Unequal approach and low ability to develop
individual potential of pupils and students, 4.
Mismatches between training and labour market
requirements

Funding priorities

o Increasing the quality of training and labour
market requirements

o Ensuring modern premises and equipment of
schools and educational organizations

o Modifications allowing greater involvement of
pupils and students with SEN.

o Ensuring sufficient capacity of childcare
facilities, especially those aged under 3

TO 11 Enhancing
institutional capacity
of public authorities
and stakeholders
and contributing to
efficient public
administration.

IP 11: Enhancing
institutional capacity
of public authorities
and stakeholders and
improving the
efficiency of public
administration
through measures for
strengthening
institutional capacity
and efficiency of
public administration
and public services

NRP 2014

NRP link to Spatial Development Policy, a strategic
document of the Government, which determines the
strategy and basic conditions for fulfilling the tasks of
spatial planning in the Czech Republic.

Position paper

Modern and professional administration; section
Administrative Arrangements deals with
administrative burden and recommendations to
strengthen regional planning

Partnership Agreement

Content of IP is linked to area 1.1.3 Public
Administration - 2. Low efficiency and expertise of
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Selected thematic
objective

Selected investment
priority

Justification for selection or impact on fostering
crisis repair

related to the
implementation of the
ERDF, contributing to
the implementation of
measures supported
by the ESF in the
area of institutional
capacity and
efficiency of public
administration

PA and 5. Unfinished eGovernment.

Funding priorities
Transparent and effective public administration with
low administrative and regulatory burdens.

o Increasing the efficiency of management
and development of municipalities and
improving the decision-making by
supporting the acquisition and application of
spatial planning documents.

Thematic Objective
13: Fostering crisis
repair in the context
of the COVID-19
pandemic and its
social
consequences and
preparing a green,
digital and resilient
recovery of the
economy

IP 13: Fostering crisis
repair in the context
of the COVID-19
pandemic and its
social consequences
and preparing a
green, digital and
resilient recovery of
the economy

1. REACT-EU in general

REACT-EU Requlation

Resolution of the Government of the Czech
Republic No. 811 and 815 of 27 July 2020,

No. 1042 of 14 October 2020 and No. 983 of

5 November 2021

Elaboration of a proposal for the revision of the
IROP related to the acceptance of additional funds
within REACT-EU.

2. REACT-EU thematically

The topics for support were selected on the basis of
negotiations of the IROP Monitoring Committee and
the Czech Government and in line with the following
strategic documents:

Health 2030 Strategic Framework

Population Protection Policy up to 2020 with an
outlook till 2030

National Strateqy for Social Services
Development 2016-2025

Used to address the migration crisis - based on
Regulation of the EP and of the Council (EU) No
2022/2039.
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1.2 Justification for the allocation of funds

Financial allocation distribution builds on the needs identified in the individual specific
objectives and priority axes, and reflects their contribution to achieving the programme's
objectives and Europe 2020. Also incorporated were recommendations from the European
Commission Position Paper for the Czech Republic, the National Reform Programme 2014,
Specific Council recommendations and objectives set out in the Partnership Agreement. The
entire allocation of IROP is co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

Financial allocations were determined on the basis of;

e thematic concentration rules contained in the ESI regulations;

e Programme and chapter 1.1 strategies, confirming the correctness of the choice of
thematic objectives and corresponding investment priorities;

e analyses of potentials and needs;

e links to horizontal principles, which are the strongest in Priority Axis 2 (TO 4, 9 and
partially10);

e analysis of the absorption capacity from the end of 2013;

e impacts of geographic concentration of support and the definition of the territorial
dimension of the activities supported;

e experience from the programming period 2007-2013.

Priority Axis 1 Competitive, accessible and secure regions, related to the Thematic
Objectives 4, 5 and 7, anticipates second highest allocation under the programme amounting
to 28.84 %. IROP is paying increased attention to improving the accessibility of peripheral
regions. Investments in core regional transport network should therefore reach 15.99 % of the
allocation. Take into account the recommendations for investments in sustainable urban
mobility with impacts on economic activity and the overall living environment in
agglomerations. These activities should be supported by 10.30 % of the allocation. In the area
of increasing readiness to deal with and manage disasters and risks, account was taken of
investments and objectives achieved in the programming period 2007-2013 and the proposed
allocation amounts to 2.55 %.

Priority Axis 2 Enhancing public services and living conditions for the inhabitants of
regions, related to Thematic Objectives 4, 9 and 10, expects the maximum allocation of
29.25 % of the total programme allocation. The funding priorities identified by the Position
Paper include growth based on human capital, improving the offer of education, links with the
labour market and the involvement of parents with young children in the labour market. For the
area of regional education, IROP therefore expects 11.33 % of the allocation.

The key aspects identified by the Position Paper include access to sustainable and high quality
health care and social services for the integration of socially excluded groups. The allocation
of TO 9 in the amount of 18.84 % is determined by the size of the main target group, consisting
of people who are socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion. These public services
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contribute to improving the quality of life, availability of services and are complementary to the
activities supported by OP Employment and OP Research, development and education, co-
financed by the ESF.

Concerning the shift to energy-efficient, low-carbon economy, it mentions the need to improve
the energy performance of buildings by increasing their energy efficiency and use of renewable
energy sources. This relates to the Council Recommendation for the Czech Republic in
response to the NRP 2014 to take further measures to improve the energy performance of
buildings and use of RES in electricity production. This objective is also related to the fulfilment
of the commitments of the Czech Republic under the Directive on energy efficiency. Its
fulfilment is part of the National Energy Efficiency Action Plan of the Czech Republic.

Priority Axis 3 Good territorial administration and improvement in the effectiveness of
public institutions, related to Thematic Objectives 2, 6 and 11, expects the allocation of
13.30 % of the total programme allocation. The Position Paper identifies the need to increase
the efficiency and transparency of public administration. It emphasizes the measures to reduce
administrative burdens, improve access and efficiency and properly use the ICT. This area has
been assigned 5,99 % of the allocation, especially with regard to investments made in the
period 2007-2013. The area of procurement and implementation of spatial planning
documents has been assigned 0.12 % of the allocation. Enhanced protection, accessibility and
development of cultural heritage has been assigned 7.19 % of the allocation. Financial
resources allocated to national programmes in the field of cultural heritage are in tens of
thousands of crowns per project and most of the cultural heritage sites must be repaired over
many stages. In the case of national cultural monuments and UNESCO sites, regional and
municipal financial resources are insufficient. Starting in July 2014, the Ministry of Culture
carried out a survey of the absorption capacity of historical sites, museums and libraries, which
indicated that, for example, the financial requirements of six museums of national importance
amount to about CZK 3.1 hillion. The financial requirements of regional libraries exceed CZK
2.5 billion. Enhanced protection, accessibility and development of cultural heritage has been
assigned 7.19 % of the programme's allocation. The Ministry of Culture estimates the actual
absorption capacity at CZK 19 billion, of which CZK 11.7 billion in SO 3.1 The Satellite account
of tourism shows that foreign visitors (total of 22 600 000) were directed mainly into
monuments inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage Site (Prague, Brno, Cesky Krumlov,
Kutna Hora), or attractions on the indicative list of World Heritage Sites (Karlovy Vary,
FrantiSkovy Lazné, Marianské Lazné).

Priority Axis 4 Community-led local development, related to Thematic Objective 9, expects
the allocation of 6.59 % of the total programme allocation. Account was taken of the
recommendations in the Position Paper on the activation of the economic potential of rural
areas, creating conditions for improving competitiveness and diversification, and current
experience with the implementation of CLLD in the Czech Republic. This priority axis finances
operation and animation Local Action Groups with an expected allocation of 1.45 % of the
programme.
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Priority Axis 5 Technical assistance expects allocation of 2.35 % of the total programme
allocation. Distribution of this allocation to individual supported activities will be based on the
experience with the implementation of technical assistance in the period 2007-2013 and in
relation to the allocation and activities financed under OP Technical Assistance.

The envisaged appropriation for Priority Axis 8 Addressing the consequences of the
refugee crisis connected with the aggression of the Russian Federation in Ukraine is
0.251% of the total allocation of the programme. These are existing and predicted savings from
the volume of funds allocated in SO 3.2 for more developed regions.

1.2.a Justification for the financial allocation of the additional
resources to thematic objective “Fostering crisis repair in the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic and its social
consequences and preparing a green, digital and resilient
recovery of the economy” to the ERDF or the ESF and how
these resources target the geographic areas where they are
most needed, taking into account the different regional needs
and development levels in order to ensure that support is
balanced between the needs of the regions and cities most
affected by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the need
to maintain focus on less developed regions, in accordance
with the objectives of economic, social and territorial cohesion
set out in Article 174 TFEU

The additional funding from ERDF allocated for Priority Axis 6 was specified with regard to the
need to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. The allocation for Priority Axis 7 was specified on
the basis of an analysis of the need for capacities to administer projects under specific
objective 6.1 and based on experience with communication and publicity activities in specific
objective 5.1.

For Priority Axis 6 REACT-EU, related to the thematic objective 13, an allocation of
Approximately EUR 1.125 billion for 2021 and 2022 is designated, which represents 19.03% of
the total programme allocation. In accordance with the REACT-EU Regulation, resources
under this priority axis are only available for operations supporting crisis recovery in the context
of the COVID-19 pandemic and its social consequences or for preparing a green, digital and
resilient economic recovery by investing in operations contributing to the transition to digital
and green economy.
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In accordance with the REACT-EU Regulation, CZK 30 million is allocated for Priority Axis 7
Technical Assistance — REACT-EU, which is 0.1 % of additional resources for 2021 and
2022 and 0.02 % of the total programme allocation.

The Czech Republic is one of the countries most hit by the pandemic in the world, the pandemic
affects all regions and the situation fluctuates over time in all regions so the funding needs to
be allocated to the whole territory of the country. The additional sources will not be distributed
by category of region and support will also be provided to Prague which is one of the most
affected regions of the Czech Republic in terms of the number of infected or deceased persons
and in terms of the economic and social impacts.

In healthcare, the standardized network of hospitals, covering 97 providers of hospital care,
will be modernized and made more resilient, which will ensure accessibility of this care evenly
across the Czech Republic. The support for the network of comprehensive oncology centres
will make this care comparable in all regions. The last area will also support primarily networks
— in the field of laboratories it will be the largest hospitals (emergency admissions 1), among
infection units it will be providers of inpatient care in the Czech Republic (around 28 hospitals).
As the EU funds support has been preferentially directed to less developed regions to date,
the material equipment of hospitals in Prague is lagging behind in certain parameters. For
example, according to an analysis of instrumentation, Prague has the highest number of
instruments per million of inhabitants due to the concentration of care, but the instruments are
not replaced or modernized so often.

Concerning IRS, the medical rescue services operate in each region and an allocation limit will
be set for each region. Concerning the Police of the Czech Republic, support will be used
proportionally according to the real needs of the regional directorates. The aim is, among other
things, to reduce regional disparities in providing assistance to the population in emergency
events and crisis situations (also in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic). In the projects
of the Fire Rescue Service of the Czech Republic, there is a close coordination of the centre
(Ministry of Interior — Directorate General of the Fire Rescue Service) and the regional
directorates, while respecting the needs and specificities of the regions and the current
equipment of the regional Fire Rescue Service units.

In social services, the capacities have long been undersized across the country, and so the
targeting is determined by the actual absorption capacity. Financing will be provided to projects
that pass the appraisal and justify and prove their need.

A part of the REACT-EU funds amounting to EUR 22,144,330 is allocated to Priority Axis 9
with the aim of contributing to the most efficient and rapid solution to the migration challenges
caused by the military aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine and thereby
supporting a resilient recovery of the economy.
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Table 2: Overview of the investment strategy of the Operational Programme

Share of total

Specific objectives

Common and specific programme result

Priorit EU support EU support for | Thematic | Investmen . . . L
) o Fund o o . L L corresponding to indicators, for which an objective has been
AXis (EUR) | the operational | Objective | t priorities . o
investment priority set
programme
1.1 Increased regional
mobility through
modernization and i ithi i i -
945,062,951 15.99 % 7 7b) Area accessible within 45 minutes using TEN
development of networks of T
regional road infrastructure
1 ERDE connected to TEN-T _ _
1.2 Increasing the share of The share of public transport in the total output
608,614,345 10.30 % 4 4e) , of passenger transport
sustainable forms of transport L .
The share of cycling in transportation output
1.3 Increasing readiness for Number of exposed areas with inadequate
150,551,052 2.55% 5 5 b) action to deal with and readiness of IRS units
manage risks and disasters Readiness of IRS units
2.1 Improving the quality and Capacity of services and social work
337,812,752 571 % 9a) availability of services leading Average number of persons using social
to social inclusion housing
2.2 Establishment of new and
development of existin i i
25 522,658 0.43 % 9¢) . p orext g . Unemployment rate in people with the lowest
9 business activities in the field education
of social entrepreneurship
2 ERDF 2.3 Development of Capacities of modernized and highly
infrastructure for the delive iali a
360,932,885 6.11 % 9a) . ry specialized follow-up hgalt_h cgre o
of health services and health Average length of hospitalization in institutions
care of long-term psychiatric care
2.4 Increasing the quality and
availability of infrastructure for Share of early school Ieavgrs )
669,707,232 11.33% 10 10 Share of three-year-old children placed in pre-

education and lifelong
learning

school establishments
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Share of total

Specific objectives

Common and specific programme result

Priorit EU support EU support for | Thematic | Investmen
) v Fund PP PP . L L corresponding to indicators, for which an objective has been
AXis (EUR) | the operational | Objective | t priorities . o
investment priority set
programme
2.5 Reducing energy ) o
335,119,729 5.67 % 4 4c¢) consumption in the residential Final househo!d energy consumption in the
Czech Republic
sector
3.1 More .efficient . Share of sub-collections and funds having
presentation, strengthening been streamlined and made accessible
425,278,328 7.19% 6 6 c) the protection and Number of visits to cultural monuments and
development of cultural heritage institutions made accessible for
heritage admiSSion
3.2 Increasing the efficiency
3 ERDF and transparency of public Number of electronic submissions made
354,026,489 5.99 % 2 2¢) administration by developing through Czech Point, ISDS, PVS and agenda
the use and quality of ICT portals
systems
3.3 Support for the
reparation and i i
7,092,125 0.12 % 11 11 prep _ _ Area of the territory covered by a spatial plan,
implementation of spatial regulatory plan and a territorial study
planning documents
The share of public transport in the total output
of passenger transport
The share of cycling in transportation output
4.1 Strengthening community- Capacity of services and social work
led local development to Num_ber of exposed.areas with inadequate
4 ERDF 303,932,245 5.14 % 9 9d) | improve the quality of life in readiness of IRS units

rural areas and to mobilise
local potential

Average number of persons using social
housing

Unemployment rate in people with the lowest
education

Average length of hospitalization in institutions
of long-term psychiatric care
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Share of total

Specific objectives

Common and specific programme result

P”O,my Fund EU support EV suppott for Tht.ema.tlc Invgst.m.en corresponding to indicators, for which an objective has been
AXis (EUR) | the operational | Objective | t priorities . o
investment priority set
programme
Share of early school leavers
Share of three-year-old children placed in pre-
school establishments
Number of visits to cultural monuments and
heritage institutions made accessible for
admission
Share of sub-collections and funds having
been streamlined and made accessible
Surface area covered by the local plan,
regulatory plan and the planning study
4.2 Strengthening the capacity
of community-led local
85,631,397 1.45% 9 development to improve Success rate of project applications
management and
administration skills of LAGs
5.1 Ensuring quality Number of permanently employed staff of the
5 ERDF 138,874,827 2.35% - - programme management and implementation structure
implementation Take-up rate of the programme
Capacities of modernized highly specialized
and follow-up health care
ERDF Number of hospitalised persons using the
6 REACT-EU 1,124,659,594 19.03% 13 13 6.1 REACT-EU supported capacities or means from IROP
(REACT-EUV)
Readiness of IRS units
Capacity of services and social work
7 ERDF 1,176,000 0.02 % i i 7.1 Technical Assistance — Number of pgrmanently employed staff of the
REACT-EU REACT-EU implementation structure
8 ERDF 15.071,335 0.95% 9 9iv 8.1. $upport for refugees from Total number.of supported persons
Ukraine Number of children under 18 years of age
9 ERDF 22 144,330 0.37% 13 13 9.1. Support for refugees from Total number of supported persons
REACT-EU Ukraine

Number of children under 18 years of age
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2 Priority axes
(Article 96(2) (b) and (c) of the General Regulation 1303/2013)

2.1 Description of priority axes other than technical assistance —
Priority Axis 1

(Article 96(2)(b) of the General Regulation 1303/2013)
2.1.1 Priority Axis 1: Competitive, accessible and safe regions

2.1.2 Reasoning for the creation of a priority axis which includes more
than one category of regions or more than one thematic objective or fund

Priority 1 is aimed at improving infrastructure directly related to enhancing competitiveness,
accessibility and security of the regions of the Czech Republic. Linked to TO 5 and TO 7. Their
combined support in one priority axis provides significant strengthening of the integrated nature
and enables support for the basic factor of regional competitiveness, i.e. the infrastructure.

Continuity of specific targets with investment priorities

Investment Priority Specific Objective

IP 7b: Enhancing regional mobility through connecting | 1.1 Increased regional mobility through
secondary and tertiary nodes to TEN-T infrastructure, modernization and development of networks of

including multimodal nodes. regional road infrastructure connected to TEN-T
IP 4e: Promoting low-carbon strategies for all types of

territories, in particular for urban areas, including the 1.2 Increasing the share of sustainable forms of
promotion of sustainable multimodal urban mobility transport

and mitigation-relevant adaptation measures.

IP 5b: Supporting investment aimed at addressing
specific risks, by ensuring disaster resilience and by
development of crisis management systems.

1.3 Increasing readiness for action to deal with and
manage risks and disasters

2.1.3 Fund, region category and basis for the calculation of EU support

Fund ERDF

Region category Less developed regions

Basis for calculation (total eligible expenditure or eligible | total eligible expenditure
public expenditure)
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 7b of Priority Axis 1: Enhancing regional
mobility through connecting secondary and tertiary nodes to TEN-T
infrastructure, including multimodal nodes.

2.1.4 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1.1: Increasing regional mobility through modernization and
development of networks of regional road infrastructure connected to TEN-T

The aim is to contribute to economic, social and territorial cohesion through good connection
of secondary and tertiary nodes to the backbone networks, with emphasis on the TEN-T
network by roads with satisfactory technical and capacity parameters. Connection to the TEN-
T will connect the Czech Republic and Europe.

The completion of the missing links and reconstruction of the existing roads to achieve the
desired technical and capacity parameters will eliminate one of the main obstacles to the free
movement of goods and persons in the Member States and between them. The new
infrastructure will help create multimodal connections and contribute to the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions, which the Czech Republic and the EU have as one of the main
objectives by 2050.

Direct benefits include:
— time savings,
— energy saving (fuels),
— reduced wear of vehicles,
— reduced accident rate.

Indirect impacts include:

— tax payments of companies and employees,

— increased employment opportunities,

— improved environmental conditions,

— enhanced value of territory by connecting business and industrial zones,

— increased economic power of municipalities and cities due to improved transport
accessibility,

— improved status of regions,

— improved accessibility of territory for tourism,

— revived construction activity when constructing transport routes and during
aftercare.

In accordance with the Partnership Agreement, support will be provided to construction,

reconstruction and modernization of selected sections of Class 2 roads, building bypasses
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around settlements and selected sections of Class 3 roads that perform the role of higher-class
roads. In the case of connecting an economically troubled region or a peripheral area
(according to the RDS 2014-2020) to TEN-T or a secondary or tertiary node, support will be
provided to the construction, reconstruction and modernization of the section of a lower-
category road, which will provide access from priority regional road network to the destination
node.

Despite significant support for the regional road network in the past (ROP was used to newly
build 40.9 km and reconstruct 1,092 km of roads, with almost 18 km of bypasses and more
than 50 km of local roads built or renovated), the Czech Republic still has peripherals areas
insufficiently connected to the TEN-T, regional centres and neighbouring regions. This limits
the possibility of commuting and leads to uneven development in the territory. To start the
development of these areas, it will be necessary to support the construction and reconstruction
of key sections of Class 2 roads. It is necessary to focus on the reconstruction of roads in
inadequate and emergency condition and increasing their capacity.

The obligation to prepare a plan of administration and maintenance of Class 2 and 3 roads
and annually update it lies with their owner — the relevant region — pursuant to Section 9 of Act
no. 13/1997 Sb., on roads, and Decree no. 104/1997 sb. implementing the Roads Act. The
region provides for the administration and maintenance of the road network in its ownership
through its organization to which the administration of roads was entrusted.

Table 3 SO 1.1: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

. i . Target .
. Unit of Baseline | Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicator value
measurement value year source frequency
(2023)
Area
accessible
72210 within 45 km? 67,761 2014 68,353 | MA Annual
minutes using
TEN-T
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2.1.5 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.1.5.1 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
= Reconstruction, modernization or construction of roads

The reconstruction, modernisation or construction of selected sections of Class 2
roads, construction of bypasses around cities and selected sections of Class 3 roads,
technical appreciation and construction of bridges, reducing traffic on arterial roads,
construction of roundabouts, which perform the role of higher-class roads on selected regional
road network in order to increase connectivity to the TEN-T. The aim is to connect the
economically troubled region or peripheral territory to the TEN-T or secondary or tertiary node.

Additionally, support will be provided to technical improvements and construction of noise
walls and barriers, public lighting in urban areas, sensors and active elements of ITS to
increase road safety to reduce accidents and warning of dangerous meteorological
phenomena. Support will be provided to the planting of additional greenery along roads and to
elements of road infrastructure in order to reduce fragmentation of the landscape (ecoducts,
underpasses and overpasses).

The projects will be implemented on priority regional road network.

The supported roads that meet the following criteria, are shown on a map of selected regional
road network (Annex 3). The Rules for Applicants and Beneficiaries will indicate the supported
sections of roads.

Transport and economic importance of road

a) the road serves as a connection of secondary (municipalities with extended powers
over 7 thousand inhabitants) and tertiary (other MEPs and MDPs) nodes to TEN-T,

b) the road is used as a connection of an economically troubled region or a peripheral
area (according to the RDS 2014-2020) to TEN-T or a secondary or tertiary node, a
section of a lower-category road, which will provide access from priority regional road
network to the destination node,

c) the road serves as the connection of the industrial zone or economic centre (node with
min. 1,000 jobs) to a secondary or tertiary node or the TEN-T.

Construction and technical condition and width arrangement
a) The road must be in categories inadequate or emergency — Classification 4-5
according to TP87 in a given year (in case only a bridge is to be constructed, it must be
classified in the category of very poor or emergency — Classification 5-7 — an
information concerning the "bottom" or "top" structure)
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b) roads that do not have the required width arrangement conforming to CSN,
c) relocation, bypass or a new section if the existing road meets the required criteria.

Traffic volume, accident rate and environmental impact
a) the road goes through at least one municipality with a population of more than 1 000,
in which, according to the Medium-term strategy to improve air quality, more than 1
limit value is exceeded at least for a part of the residential area of the municipality,
b) inclusion of roads, where the traffic volume exceeds the value SV > 500
c) the road reports above-average accident rate as compared to the average in the
region.

The criterion is met if at least one sub-criterion indicated by a letter is met. The road is included
in the selected priority regional road network if it meets the first and, simultaneously, the
second or third criterion.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.
Identification of the main target groups

- residents
- visitors
- commercial entities

Types of beneficiaries
- Regions
- organizations established by regions

Regional focus of support

The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague

The selected priority regional road network is presented in Annex 3.
State aid

Specific Objective 1.1 will support only projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.1.5.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

MA IROP chooses specific eligibility criteria relevant to the activities supported in the given
call.
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- The projectis in line with the Transport Policy of the Czech Republic 2014—-2020;

- the applicant has ensured national funding;

- the project will contribute to the elimination of the negative effects of transport on the

environment.

2.1.5.3 Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.1.5.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.1.5.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 1.1: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of Target )
: Reporting
ID Indicator measur Fund value Data source
frequency
ement (2023)
Total length of Applicant/benefici .
7 22 00 (CO13) ) km ERDF | 80 Interim
newly built roads ary
Total length of
reconstructed or Applicant/benefici .
7 23 00 (CO14) . km ERDF 1,010 Interim
modernised ary
roads
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 4e of Priority Axis 1: Promoting low-carbon
strategies for all types of territories, in particular for urban areas,
including the promotion of sustainable multimodal urban mobility
and mitigation-relevant adaptation measures.

2.1.6 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1.2: Increasing the share of sustainable forms of transport

Sustainable transport creates functional, safe and economic conditions for the transfers of
people and goods, and does not conflict with the sustainable consumption of natural resources,
reducing environmental pollution and eliminating negative impacts on human health.

Sub-objectives:
— enhance transport performance of public transport,
— reduce the burden of the personal vehicular traffic,
— develop a fleet of city buses with alternative drive,
— develop and integrate the ITS in traffic in cities and agglomerations,
— meet the needs of specific groups of the population in transport,
— ensure safe and barrier-free transport in order to increase the share of sustainable
forms of transport,
— provide road access of labour, services and education,
— exploit the potential of non-motorized transport for labour mobility,
— create conditions for mobility and optimize the network of cycle paths and cycle routes.

Particular attention should be paid to the interconnection of different modes of transport and
to defining the areas and corridors necessary for efficient public transport system, which allows
efficient links between residential areas, public amenities, public spaces, production and other
areas with requirements for high-quality environment. This creates conditions for the
development of an effective and accessible system that will provide residents with equal
opportunities for mobility and accessibility throughout the territory of the city and the
surrounding area covered by the transport service.

Especially non-motorized transport should become part of urban mobility and infrastructure
planning. Extensive fleets of urban buses are particularly suitable for the introduction of
alternative drive systems and fuels to reduce the carbon burden of urban transport.

The development of transport infrastructure for all modes of transport includes using ITS
technologies that enhance the comfort and safety of transport. They are a tool for optimizing
the use of infrastructure capacity and increased awareness of road users in real time about
common as well as emergency situations.
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In accordance with the Transport Policy 2014-2050 with a view to 2020, support will be
provided to the introduction of electronic registration of passengers, integrated tariff and a
single transport document. The preference for public transport and the implementation of
quality standards and performance creates conditions for access to public transport for
persons with reduced mobility.

Achieving this objective should decrease the use of car transport in favour of cleaner modes
of transport, such as public transport, cycling or walking. Developing alternative means of
transport should lead, among other things, to a decreased rate of traffic accidents, congestion,
improved environment by reducing emissions, vibration and noise while increasing safety and
ensuring accessibility.

Support will contribute to a decline in the use of personal vehicular traffic, the growth in public
transport performance and alternative modes of transport and to a reduction in the
environmental burden. Finally, it is possible to use improved transport access to contribute to
the integration of socially excluded localities.

Impact of projects on the environment and sustainable development will be monitored by
environmental monitoring indicators ENVI Ml — 7 51 10 — "The number of persons transported
by public transport” and 3 61 11 — "The amount of emissions of primary particles and
precursors of secondary particles within the supported projects”.

Table 3 SO 1.2: Specific programme result indicators by specific objectives (less developed
regions)

Unit of . . Target .
. Baseline | Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicators measure value
value year source frequency
ment (2023)
The share of public
transport in the
75120 total output of % 30 2011 35 Statistics Annual
passenger
transport
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2.1.7 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.1.7.1 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
= Terminals

Construction and modernization of transfer terminals, associated P+R car parks and parking
garages directly linked to public transport (PT) — P+R (car parks with transfer to PT), C+R
(combined transport for cars with possible transfer to PT), facilities for PT, construction of
follow-up systems B+R (secure storage space for bikes with transfer to PT). In the case of
separate parking system projects (P+R, P+G, B+R), it is necessary to adjust the size of the
project to the expected load and usability to support multimodality and use of PT.

Additionally, projects may include greenery around transfer terminals and buildings, and on
buildings.

= Telematics

Construction, installation, reconstruction or modernization of intelligent transport systems (ITS)
and transport telematics for public transport, the introduction or upgrading of passenger
information systems, communication systems of public transport drivers with control centre,
reservation, fare collection and payment systems for public transport

= Safety

Increasing traffic safety, for example wheelchair-accessible stops, audio and other signalling
for the blind, adapting roads for non-motorised transport for persons with reduced mobility.

= Low-emission vehicles and associated filling stations

Purchase of low-emission and zero-emission vehicles using alternative fuel sources such as
electricity, CNG and others with Euro 6 for passenger transport, purchase of urban transport
traction vehicles (trams, trolleybuses) to ensure basic transport services within the public
service obligation. Vehicles take into account the specific needs of road users with limited
mobility.

Construction of filling and charging stations for low-emission and zero-emission vehicles for
the transport of persons, in order to mitigate the negative effects of transport. Support is
provided to projects of entities that provide transport services within the public service
obligation.
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= Bicycle transport

Construction and modernization of cycling paths in the form of roads with construction
moadifications and traffic signs where car traffic is excluded.

Construction and modernization of cycling routes aimed at promoting integrated solutions, e.g.
bicycle lanes on roads or multi-purpose lanes.

Projects may include building the accompanying infrastructure, e.g. bike racks, bike storage,
rest areas and traffic signs.

Additionally, projects may include greenery, for example greenbelts and linear plantings along
cycling paths and routes.

Supported can be provided to cycling paths and routes for commuting and access to schools
and services.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

- residents

- visitors

- commuting and access to services
- public transport users

Types of beneficiaries

- Regions

- municipalities

- Voluntary associations of municipalities

- organizations established by regions

- organizations established by municipalities

- organizations established by voluntary associations of municipalities

- railway or railway transport operators pursuant to Act no. 266/1994 Sb., on railways

- Ministry of Transport of the Czech Republic

- operators providing transport services referred to in Section 8(1) of Act No 194/2010
Coll., on public passenger transport services and amending other acts, i.e. the State,
regions and municipalities if they provide public passenger transport services
themselves, and carriers, based on an agreement on public passenger transport
services

Regional focus of support

The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague. The activity of low-emission vehicles
and the related refilling stations can be included in calls focused only on the coal region
undergoing transformation, that are defined in Government Resolution No 826 of 19 October
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2015 on economic restructuring of the Usti nad Labem, Moravian-Silesina and Karlovy Vary
Regions.

State aid

Activities Telematics, Safety and Cycling
Specific Objective 1.2 will typically support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

Activity Terminals

Activity Terminals will support projects complying with Commission Regulation No 651/2014
of 17 June 2014, which, in accordance with Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty, declares certain
categories of aid to be compatible with the internal market; Section 13 — Support for local
infrastructure, Article 56 Investment support for local infrastructure.

Activity Low-emission vehicles

The activity Low-emission vehicles will support projects complying with Regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council No 1370/2007 of 23 October 2007 on public
passenger transport services by rail and by road and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No
1191/69 and No 1107/70.

2.1.7.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

MA IROP chooses specific eligibility criteria relevant to the activities supported in the given
call.

- The project is in line with the Transport Policy of the Czech Republic 2014-2020;

- project in municipalities with population exceeding 50 thousand, in calls announced by
the end of 2017 it documents compliance with the Project compliance card, with the
principles of sustainable mobility, or with the Strategic urban mobility framework or
Sustainable urban mobility plan;

- project in municipalities with population exceeding 50 thousand, in calls announced
from 2018 it documents compliance with the Strategic urban mobility framework or
Sustainable urban mobility plan;

- projects in municipalities with population of less than 50 thousand, document Project
compliance card with the principles of sustainable mobility;

- the project contributes to the elimination of the negative effects of transport on the
environment;
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- vehicles purchased for public transport are adapted for transporting persons with
reduced mobility;

- vehicles purchased for public transport comply with Euro 6;

- project contributes to increased safety;

- projectisin line with the National Cycling Development Strategy for the Czech Republic
2013-2020.

2.1.7.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.1.7.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.1.7.5 Output indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 1.2: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

: Target .
; Unit of Reporting
ID Indicator Fund | value | Data source
measurement frequency
(2023)
Number of new or
752 reconstructed transfer ) . - .
) . ) Terminals ERDF | 100 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
01 terminals in public
transport
740 Number of parking Parking ) . )
ERDF | 8,000 | Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
01 places created places
204 Number of facilities and
o1 services for traffic pcs. ERDF | 33 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
control
748 Number of newly
o1 purchased public Vehicles ERDF | 875 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
transport vehicles
Number of
750 implementations leading ) ) . )
. ) Operation ERDF | 176 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
01 to increased traffic
safety
761 Length of new cyclin
) yelng km ERDF | 240 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
00 paths and routes
762 Length of reconstructed
00 cycle paths and cycle km ERDF | 19 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
routes
7 64 Number of parking Parking ) . )
. ERDF | 5,600 | Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
01 places for bicycles places
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 5b of Priority Axis 1. Supporting investment
aimed at addressing specific risks, by ensuring disaster resilience
and by development of crisis management systems.

2.1.8 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1.3: Increasing readiness for action to deal with and manage
risks and disasters

The implementation will achieve greater protection of life, health, property and economic
activities in relation to new risks and climate change such as torrential and prolonged heavy
rainfall, above average snowfall, massive rime, floods, prolonged droughts, windstorms,
landslides, widespread fires and emergencies of anthropogenic origin. These risks are new
mainly in terms of their intensity, frequency and extent of impacts. In 1997-2013, floods caused
the death of 138 people in the Czech Republic. The biggest damage to property was incurred
in 2002, reaching CZK 75.1 billion (3.04% of Czech GDP, 25.63% of the total budgetary
expenditure in 2002). The total damage caused by the floods of 1997 are estimated at CZK
189.6 billion. Climate change has a significant impact also on the landscape, water
management, forestry and agriculture.

Among fundamental problems are also emergencies of anthropogenic origin, such as leaks of
hazardous substances into the environment. These events threaten surface water,
groundwater, soil and population and may be compounded by climate change.

With regard to forecasts, manifestations of climate change and the development of regional
industrial infrastructure and trade, it is necessary to ensure that the Czech Republic has
effective tools to mitigate the consequences and manifestations of emergencies, as an
adequate response capability is one of the basic conditions for the development of regional
competitiveness.

Although progress has been made, IRS units are faced with a lack of equipment and
robustness, especially in areas with high or expected occurrence of incidents and the resulting
risks, or with accumulated emergencies and risks associated with climate change, human and
technological risks. Educational and training centres do not provide IRS units with quality
facilities to train operations in dealing with emergencies caused by climate change or human
activity.

To achieve full readiness, endowment and robustness of infrastructure of basic IRS units will
be upgraded in the exposed areas of the Czech Republic, along with their self-sufficiency and
specialized technical and technological means. To increase the readiness to deal with and
manage risks and disasters and reduce the time needed for successful completion of rescue
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and relief work, training and education centres for IRS units will be modernised to simulate the
conditions of operations in emergencies. These activities constitute the focus of SO 1.3,
ensuring the readiness of the IRS units to rapidly and effectively assist the population affected
by an emergency, which will alleviate the consequences and manifestations of emergencies.

The SO is in line with the Europe 2020 strategy, whose priority is to promote more competitive,
greener and more resource efficient economy. Reliable transport, uncongested arterial roads
and cities are among the conditions for a sustainable economy and the common market of the
EU. The Czech Republic is located at the intersection of major European transport routes. To
contribute to the fulfilment of the principles of the Strategy, it must ensure free passage of
goods, services, people and capital, and must be prepared as quickly and effectively as
possible to solve diverse incidents in order to minimize the economic and environmental
damage, negative impacts on the lives and health of people and on the overall security and
stability of the country. Readiness to new risks and adapting to climate change becomes a
basic condition for the development of competitiveness.

The activities are linked to preventive and environmental measures planned under the OP ENV
(link to PA 1 and 3).

Table 3 SO 1.3: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Target
. Unit of Baseline | Baseline g Reporting
ID Indicator value Data source
measurement value year frequency
(2023)
575 Readiness of
. Persons 1,400 2014 71,200 | MA Annual
30 IRS units
Number of
5 75 exposed areas
20 with inadequate | Territory 108 2014 48 MA Annual
readiness of
IRS units
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2.1.9 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2191 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.

= Ensuring adequate robustness, with emphasis on adaptation to climate change
and new risks — indicative allocation of 43%

Building alterations of basic IRS unit stations in the current dislocation. The purpose is
to increase the robustness of the station to withstand the effects of extraordinary events so
that the IRS unit may fulfil its tasks during emergencies. Construction will include alterations
of the existing building, in justified cases construction of a new building, and purchase of the
necessary equipment or technology. For example, this may include:

— construction of new parking spaces to properly preserve the vehicles and equipment,
storage of equipment to protect it from the weather and ensuring their ongoing
preparedness for deployment,

— acquisition of power generators to provide for a replacement power source in the case
of emergency operation of the station.

Construction of a basic IRS unit station by changing its dislocation to a place with the
conditions for a rapid deployment of IRS units in the case of emergencies. The station's
dislocation will be made from a place where, for example, there is lack of assured resistance
to repetitive occurrences of emergencies that threaten the operation of the station, making it
unable to provide adequate assistance at the time of the emergency, or not allowing acceptable
response times for the deployment of the unit because of the large distances from the operation
site. The aim is to ensure acceptable response times for the effective deployment of IRS units.
Building will be constructed, its equipment purchased and surrounding spaces adapted.

= Upgrading the equipment of the basic IRS units to include technology and
material resources to ensure the readiness of the basic IRS units in exposed
areas with an emphasis on the adaptation to climate change and new risks —
indicative allocation of 36%

Purchase of specialized technology and material resources for removing the
consequences of above-average snowfalls and massive rime

The aim is to upgrade the equipment IRS units for dealing with emergencies associated with
these phenomena, which have a negative impact on transport and industry infrastructure and
residential and public buildings. Purchases will also include the appropriate equipment and
material resources, for example special vehicles and equipment for emergency survival.
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Purchase of specialized technology and material resources intended for the
performance of activities associated with hurricanes and windstorms

The aim is to upgrade the equipment of IRS units for dealing with emergencies due to
windstorms and hurricanes that have an impact on the landscape, agricultural crops and
forests, supply infrastructure and manufacturing. Purchases will also include the appropriate
equipment and material resources, for example special vehicles, emergency roofing kits for
residential buildings and static reinforcement of damaged parts of buildings.

Purchase of specialized technology and material resources intended for the
performance of activities associated with extreme drought

The aim is to strengthen the equipment IRS units for dealing with emergencies due to drought,
which leads to the emergence of forest fires. Lack of groundwater and surface water causes
restrictions of water and electricity supply. Purchases will include the appropriate equipment
and material resources, e.g. mobile container generator or special forest fire fighting vehicle.

Purchase of specialized technology and material resources intended for the
performance of activities associated with accidents related to leakage of hazardous
substances

The aim is to upgrade the equipment of IRS units for dealing with the impact on transport and
industry infrastructure, municipalities and the environment. Purchases will include the
appropriate equipment and material resources, for example equipment for detecting, stopping
or containing hazardous substances.

= Modernizing education and training centres for basic IRS units (e.g. simulators,
trainers, polygons and related equipment) focused on developing specific skills
and cooperation of basic IRS units when dealing with emergencies — indicative
allocation of 21 %.

Building simulators to teach specialized activities of IRS units

Emphasis will be on creating conditions for the acquisition of professional knowledge and
training of skills needed to deal with real situations. These include the simulators, trainers and
equipment for:

— teaching tactical management,

— driving,

— operations related to hazardous substances,
— operations in difficult areas,

— training at heights and over open spaces.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.
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Identification of the main target groups

- population of the Czech Republic

- crisis management bodies of municipalities and regions and State organisational
components

- IRS units

Types of beneficiaries

(pursuant to Section 4 of Act no. 239/2000 Sb., on the integrated rescue system and amending
certain acts)

- Ministry of Interior — General Directorate of Fire and Rescue Service

- regional FRS

- Rescue Department of the FRS CR

- municipalities that establish fire protection units (Section 29 of Act no. 133/1985 Sb.,
on fire protection) — volunteer fire brigade units, category 2 and 3 (according to the
annex to the Fire Protection Act)

- Police Presidium of the Czech Republic

- regional Police Directorates

- regions (except Prague)

- organizational state components and organizations established by them that provide
for education and training of the IRS units

- State organization that establishes an enterprise FRS unit with territorial coverage

Regional focus of support

The exposed areas (Annex 5) for activities concerning increased robustness and purchasing
equipment for IRS units are based on climatological maps created by the Ministry of Interior in
cooperation with the Czech Hydrometeorological Institute. They are defined in the document
"Ensuring the resilience and the equipment of basic units of the Integrated Rescue System -
Czech Police and Fire Brigade (including volunteer firemen units) in the territory, with an
emphasis on adaptation to climate change and new risks in the period 2014 to 2020", or
"Ensuring the resilience and the equipment of basic units of the Integrated Rescue System -
Regional ambulance services in the territory, with an emphasis on adaptation to climate
change and new risks in the period 2014 to 2020".

For the activity of the modernization of educational and training centres in the Czech Republic
except the territory of Prague.
State aid

Specific Objective 1.3 will support only projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.
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2.1.9.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

MA IROP chooses specific eligibility criteria relevant to the activities supported in the given
call.

- The projectis in line with the Strategy for the Protection of Population 2020 with a view
to 2030;

- the project is in accordance with the Strategy for the Adaptation to Climate Change in
the Czech Republic;

- the project is in accordance with the document entitled "Ensuring robustness and the
availability of basic IRS units — Police of the Czech Republic and Fire Rescue Service
of the Czech Republic (including voluntary FRS) in the territory, with an emphasis on
adaptation to climate change and to new risks in the period 2014—-2020", or "Ensuring
the robustness and the equipment of the basic IRS units — regional emergency medical
services in the territory, with an emphasis on adaptation to climate change and to new
risks in the period 2014-2020", depending on the beneficiary;

- municipalities that establish fire protection units (Section 29 of Act no. 133/1985 Sb.,
on fire protection) — volunteer fire brigade units, category 2 and 3 (according to the
annex to the Fire Protection Act), shall present the approval of the Fire Rescue Service
of the Czech Republic;

- State organizations that establish fire protection units (Section 29 of Act no. 133/1985
Sb., on fire protection) — enterprise IRS Units venture with territorial coverage shall
present the approval of the FRS of the Czech Republic.

2.1.9.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.1.9.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.
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2.1.9.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 1.3: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

. Target .
; Unit of Reporting
ID Indicator Fund value Data source
measurement frequency
(2023)
Number of new
575 and modernized i . . .
o Sights ERDF | 165 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
01 buildings to be
used by IRS units
Number of new
5 70 technology items
o1 and material Sets ERDF | 365 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
resources of IRS
units
2.1.10 Performance framework

Table 6 PA 1. Performance framework of the priority axis (less developed regions), (Article
96(2)(b)(v) of and Annex Il to Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Explanatio
. . . n of
. Indicator or key Unit of . Final .
Indicator ) Milestone L Data indicator
ID step in the measure Fund objectiv
type . . for 2018 source relevance,
implementation ment e (2023) it
applicable
) . Total certified
financial . 357,718,0 | 2,004,97
L eligible EUR ERDF MA _
indicator . 82.80 | 4,528.00
expenditure
72300 Total length of Applicant
output (CO14) reconstructed or km ERDF 104 1,010 | /beneficia | _
modernised roads ry
Number of new or .
Applicant
reconstructed ) .
output 75201 . Terminals | ERDF 28 100 | /beneficia | _
transfer terminals ;
in public transport Y
Number of newly Applicant
output 748 01 purchased public Vehicles ERDF 177 875 | /beneficia | _
transport vehicles ry
Number of new .
) Applicant
and modernized . -
output 57501 e Sights ERDF 25 165 | /beneficia | _
buildings to be ;
used by IRS units y
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2.1.11

Categories of intervention

Tables 7 — 11 Categories of intervention (Article 96 (2)(b)(vi) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund and region categories:

ERDF, less developed regions

Dimension 1:

Dimension 2: Form

Dimension 3: Type

Dimension 4: Area

Dimension 5:

Dimension 1: Area i ) performance i L
of intervention of funding of territory mechanism Thematic Objective
Cod Co Co
e € de € de € 52 € 22 €
34 | 696,862,951.00 | 01 | 1,704,228,348.00 [ 07 | 1,704,228,348.00 | 01 313,099,674.54 | 04 | 608,614,345.00
30 | 223,380,000.00 05 122,632,703.65 | 05 150,551,052.00
31 24,820,000.00 07 | 1,268,495,969.81 | 07 | 945,062,951.00
43 | 584,987,771.20
44 23,626,573.80
87 | 120,440,841.60
88 30,110,210.40
2.1.12 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including,

where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of
authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries

Priority Axis 1 does not envisage any specific use of technical assistance funds beyond the

activities described in Priority Axis 5.
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2.2 Description of priority axes other than technical assistance —
Priority Axis 2

(Article 96(2)(b) of the General Regulation 1303/2013)

2.2.1 Priority Axis 2: Enhancing public services and living conditions for
the inhabitants of regions

2.2.2 Reasoning for the creation of a priority axis which includes more
than one category of regions or more than one thematic objective or fund

Priority Axis 2 focuses on enhancing public services and living conditions for regional
populations Priority 2 is linked to TO 4, 9 and 10. Combined support for several TOs in one
priority axis ensures significant strengthening of the integrated nature of the programme and
enables support for the basic factor of regional competitiveness, i.e. the people. Specific
objectives 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 are complementary to the support from the ESF in Operational
Programme Employment and Specific Objective 2.4 with support from the ESF in Operational
Programme Research, Development and Education. For a detailed description of the links,
see Annex 1.

Continuity of specific targets with investment priorities

Investment Priority Specific Objective

IP 9a: Investing in health and social infrastructure
which contributes to national, regional and local
development, reducing inequalities in terms of health
status, promoting social inclusion through improved
access to social, cultural and recreational services
and the transition from institutional to community-
based services.

2.1 Improving the quality and availability of services
leading to social inclusion

2.2 Establishment of new and development of existing
IP 9c: Providing support to social enterprises business activities in the field of social
entrepreneurship

IP 9a: Investing in health and social infrastructure
which contributes to national, regional and local

development, reducing inequalities in terms of health ) .
2.3 Development of infrastructure for the delivery of

status, promoting social inclusion through improved )
health services and health care

access to social, cultural and recreational services
and the transition from institutional to community-
based services.

IP 10: Investing in education, training and vocational
training for skills and lifelong learning by developing
education and training infrastructure.

2.4 Increasing the quality and availability of
infrastructure for education and lifelong learning
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Investment Priority

Specific Objective

IP 4c: Supporting energy efficiency, smart energy
management systems and the use of energy from
renewable energy sources in public infrastructures,
inter alia, in public buildings and in the area of

housing

sector

2.5 Reduction in energy consumption in the residential

2.2.3 Fund, region category and basis for the calculation of EU support

Fund

ERDF

Region category

Less developed regions

Basis for calculation (total eligible
expenditure  or eligible  public
expenditure)

total eligible expenditure
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 9a of Priority Axis 2: Investing in health and
social infrastructure which contributes to national, regional and local
development, reducing inequalities in terms of health status,
promoting social inclusion through improved access to social,
cultural and recreational services and the transition from
institutional to community-based services.

2.2.4 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 2.1: Improving the quality and availability of services leading to
social inclusion

The specific objective contributes to achieving the Europe 2020 objective in the fight against
poverty and social exclusion and achieving the national objective of maintaining the number of
people at risk of poverty or social exclusion at the level of 2008 (i.e. a reduction of at least
30 000 people), as determined in NRP 2014. The expected result is higher availability and
quality of services, leading to social inclusion, social housing available to the needy and
reducing the number of socially excluded persons and persons at risk of social exclusion and
poverty.

To tackle social exclusion, it is necessary to complete the infrastructure for the provision of
social services and supporting programmes. Support will focus on field and outpatient services,
de-institutionalization and residential services, which conform to the current principles of social
inclusion. Support will also be provided to primary prevention services, which have community
character. For the social inclusion of socially excluded localities, especially the Roma, use will
also be made of tools of the Coordinated approach to dealing with socially excluded localities.

The issue of social exclusion in housing relates to low-income households and the associated
over-indebtedness and migration. The state provides financial contributions or allowances for
housing to approximately 260 thousand households (approximately 6%). 15 thousand
households live in hostels. The Czech Republic does not have enough social housing to meet
the needs of all households in need of housing. A significant problem in social housing is the
lack of tools to prevent loss of housing and under-funding of social services in this area. Social
housing serves as the infrastructure for social inclusion.

If, during the implementation of IROP, legislation governing social housing is adopted, MA
IROP will take it into account in the programme documentation.

When addressing the social situation of excluded and vulnerable groups, the Czech Republic
has been using the services of institutional care, which do not contribute to the integration of
supported persons in society; conversely, they can lead to isolation and segregation.
Considering the degree of concentration of socially excluded people, the capacity of
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community services centres is insufficient and in some types of social services and social and
preventive programmes it is unavailable (e.g. integration activities for people released from
prison or in the performance of alternative punishment, services for families and children).

In the previous programming period, the transformation of facilities was included in support
from the IOP and OP HRE. Approval was given to 22 transformation plans and 41
deinstitutionalization projects of around CZK 1 billion. Strategic documents demonstrate the
need for further deinstitutionalization. The transformation of the facilities will lead to
community-based social services in a natural environment.

The activities in the SO are followed up by activities in Priority Axis 2 OP Employment.
Support will not be provided to hostels and homes for the elderly.

Table 3 SO 2.1: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of . . Target .
) Baselin | Baseline Reporting
ID Indicator measure value Data source
e value year frequency
ment (2023)
Capacity of
675 | servicesand | Clients | 1,121 | 2014 7,270 MA Annual
10 social work
Average
number of
553 . Persons/
people using 1,388 2014 9,634 MA Annual
20 . year
social
housing
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2.2.5 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.2.5.1 Description of the types or examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.

= Deinstitutionalization of social services in order to increase social inclusion and
employability

Deinstitutionalization of services transforms institutional (inpatient) care to community-based
care. It systematically closes institutions and develops community-based social services.
Support will be provided to the construction, establishment and renovation of existing facilities
for the provision of community-based care, also including residential facilities. Support may be
provided, for example, to special regime homes or homes for people with disabilities. The
project aims to purchase a house or apartment and reconstruct and equip it according to the
needs of users. The building will be arranged as a common household with bedrooms, a
kitchen or kitchenette, living room, toilet, bathroom and necessary technical facilities. The
building or apartment can have the necessary space for the staff who will provide support to
help users manage the household and other activities that they cannot handle themselves.

The project can include an extension or establishment of a social therapeutic workshop aimed
at practicing the skills of its users and gaining experience outside the household duties. Social
therapeutic workshop consists of several operations aimed at various activities.

= |nfrastructure for the availability and development of social services

Support will be provided to the purchase of buildings, facilities and equipment and construction
work, which will create conditions for good provision of social services, rehabilitation and
improvement of material and technical basis of the existing social work with target groups.
Social services are defined by Act no. 108/2006 Sb., on social services, as amended.

Projects focus on building facilities for field services, purchasing equipment that allows work in
hard-to-reach locations, the acquisition of equipment for the mobile team providing health and
social assistance in excluded localities or building facilities for the implementation of optional
activities in the outpatient group form of field services and social prevention or professional
social counselling.

Outpatient social services focus on the spatial separation of outpatient services from
residential forms, renovation and equipping of existing premises or the construction or
purchase of buildings for the implementation of existing social services in inadequate
premises, construction of facilities for sanitary service in outpatient facilities, reconstruction
and alteration of the building for example to therapeutic workshops and the establishment of a
contact centre in the non-residential areas of the house.
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Support for residential social services is focused on, for example, rebuilding shelters, which
are together occupied by different target groups, or those with a high concentration of people.
Support may also be provided for the reconstruction and alteration of a smaller house to a
shelter for parents with children.

= Support for the development of community centre infrastructure in order to
ensure social inclusion and increase employability

This concerns public multi-purpose facilities, allowing the meeting of members of the
community in order to realize social, educational, cultural and recreational activities to improve
the social situation of these individuals and the community as a whole. To achieve these
objectives, the facility provides a combination of community-based and public services, at least
basic social counselling, social service in outpatient and field form focused on addressing
difficult social situation and social inclusion. The equipment of integration centres must always
facilitate interaction between members of the target groups and their contacts with
professionals in the social area.

Development of the infrastructure of the community centres will include: construction, building
alterations, purchase of equipment and any related adjustments to the outdoor areas
(greenery, landscaping) to create a space where members of communities at risk of social
exclusion can meet. The aim is to create materially and technically suitable space for:

— public hearings with the ambition to facilitate meetings between residents of the
community (locality) and neighbours or other inhabitants of the municipality in
order to reduce prejudice and bridging gaps between cultures;

— the formation of core groups to start community work;
— focus group meetings to deal with identified community problems;

— the realization of leisure activities, cultural and hobby events stemming from the
traditions and customs of the community or regional area;

— activities aiming to empower motivated residents of the community and gain
skills for negotiating and solving everyday problems and situations (classrooms
and training rooms) with respect to the support element of social integration and
the labour market success.

Simultaneously, community centres create space to resolve crisis situations of individuals as
the first contact for the establishment of social and other services. The goal is not to build
cultural centres or spaces for mass entertainment.

= Social housing

Support will be provided for the purchase of apartments, residential buildings, non-residential
premises and their adaptation to the needs of social housing and the acquisition of the
necessary basic equipment. Social housing provides for the access to and keeping of long-
term, standard-quality and spatially non-segregated housing.
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Parameters of social housing in IROP:

- Social housing meets the construction and technical parameters given by building
regulations intended for the construction of residential buildings,

- a social apartment means a standard housing unit with basic equipment without
additional furnishing,

- a social apartment must be placed in a location with available public facilities for
education and training, social services and family care, health services, culture, public
administration and protection of the population,

- the area must be connected to public transport,

- social housing is intended for persons from the target groups identified in this
document,

- support does not lead to segregation of people from target groups,

- acquisition costs of social housing must not exceed the specified limit, set out in the
call for grant applications.

Examples of projects

Purchase and renovation of individual apartments for social housing purposes (purchase of
kitchen cabinets, bathroom renovation, etc.) in non-segregated urban areas.

Purchase of a building lot and construction of a residential building with four to six residential
units.

Extension or loft conversion of apartments to an existing apartment building.

Purchase of a real property approved for housing or other purposes, including related land,
and its reconstruction to an apartment building with social apartments.

Reconstruction of an apartment building which will change the lay-out of residential units
splitting larger apartments to smaller ones) in order to create social apartments.

= Additional activity

As an additional activity, support will be provided to the inclusion of greenery around buildings
and on buildings, for example green walls and roofs, alleys, playgrounds and parks in
completed projects.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups
- socially excluded persons
- persons at risk of social exclusion
- persons with disabilities
- people in need of housing

Types of beneficiaries — social services
- non-governmental non-profit organisations
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- state organisation unit

- publicly co-funded organizations established by State organisational units
- regions

- organizations established by regions

- municipalities

- organizations established by municipalities

- Voluntary associations of municipalities

- organizations established by voluntary associations of municipalities

- churches

- religious organizations

Types of beneficiaries — social housing
- municipalities
- non-governmental non-profit organisations
- churches
- religious organizations

Regional focus of support
The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague

Targeted calls in the volume of at least 60% of the allocation of Specific Objective 2.1 will focus
on projects implemented in the administrative district of municipalities with extended powers
which are home to socially excluded localities. This area will be determined on the basis of a
study identifying the socially excluded localities in the Czech Republic, prepared by the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs.

State aid

In the Specific Objective 2.1, support will be provided to projects in accordance with Paragraph
11 of the Commission Decision of 20 December 2011 on the application of Article 106(2) of
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to State aid in the form of public service
compensation granted to certain undertakings entrusted with the operation of services of
general economic interest (2012/21/EU).

Activity Social housing
Within the social housing activity, support will also be provided to projects in accordance with
Regulation (EU) No 360/2012 of 25 April 2012 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid granted to undertakings
providing services of general economic interest.
Support for social housing is intended exclusively for disadvantaged or excluded persons. The
concept does not compete with the private housing sector and fully complies with the EU
definition of social housing as a service of general economic interest, which the Commission
formulated in its Communication of 20 December 2011. It limits the exemption from the
obligation to report the costs of the public service to "the provision of social housing for
disadvantaged citizens or members of socially less advantaged groups, who due to solvency
85



constraints are unable to obtain housing at market conditions" (SO C 44/54 Official Journal of
the EU 15.2. 2013).

The activity Social housing can support also projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.2.5.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

MA IROP chooses specific eligibility criteria relevant to the activities supported in the given
call.

- The projectis in line with the Strategy for Social Inclusion 2014 - 2020 and the National
Strategy for Development of Social Services 2014 - 2020;

- the projectis in line with the Strategic Plan for Social Inclusion and with the community
plan or Regional medium-term plan of social services development;

- the deinstitutionalization project has a transformation plan;

- project focused on social housing is aimed at people in the economically active
(working) age;

- the project meets the parameters of social housing, given in the description of the
specific target.

2.2.5.3Planned use of financial instruments

Activities Deinstitutionalizing social services, Infrastructure for accessibility and development
of social services, Support for the development of the community centres infrastructure
The use of financial instruments is not planned.

Activity Social housing

On the basis of recommendations from the ex-ante evaluation of the financial instrument,
drawing on the subsidy form was started. No transfer of support to the financial instrument is
foreseen.

2.2.5.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.
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2.2.5.5 Output indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 2.1: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Indicators

Unit of
measurement

Fund

Target
value
(2023)

Data source

Reporting
frequency

55401

Number of
supported
facilities for
services and
social work

Facilities

ERDF

1,020

Applicant/beneficiary

Interim

55301

Number of
supported
social housing
apartments

Housing units

ERDF

5,000

Applicant/beneficiary

Interim

55101

Number of
supported
multi-purpose
community
centres

Facility

ERDF

13

Applicant/beneficiary

Interim
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 9c of Priority Axis 2: Providing support to
social enterprises

2.2.6 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 2.2: Establishment of new and development of existing business
activities in the field of social entrepreneurship

The development of social entrepreneurship helps to address the adverse situation of socially
excluded persons and persons at risk of social exclusion, being an appropriate instrument for
active inclusion, whose potential is however not yet fully exploited. In addition to promoting the
emergence of new business activities, it is necessary to support the development, capacity
expansion and innovative solutions in existing social enterprises.

The social economy is a summary of activities that originate and develop based on the triple
benefit concept: economic, social and environmental benefit. Social enterprises can generate
profits, which are used primarily for the development of the activities of the enterprise or for
the needs of the local community. By conducting independent business activities and
participating in the labour market, social entrepreneurship addresses the issues of
unemployment, social cohesion and local development and its activities support solidarity,
social inclusion and growth of social capital at the local level, with maximum respect for
sustainable development.

Business activities meet the principles of social entrepreneurship and have social,
environmental and economic benefits. Social enterprise employees receive wages for their
work, they become economically self-sufficient and not dependent only on the financial support
of the State. Social enterprise offers job opportunities to disadvantaged persons who would
otherwise find it difficult to succeed on the labour market, thus contributing to reducing
unemployment. The existence and development of social enterprises benefits not only
employees themselves, but ultimately the whole society.

Among the most vulnerable in terms of labour market are the low-skilled, people older than 55,
people with disabilities, mothers with small children, graduates, residents of socially excluded
localities and ethnic minorities, especially the Roma. The aim is to support business
environment, taking into account the needs and target group specificities in their integration
into the labour market and taking into account the needs and capacities of the region.

Promoting social entrepreneurship has a positive impact not only on macroeconomic
indicators, such as reducing unemployment or increasing employment of excluded groups.
Social economy in the EU employs over 11 million people, i.e. 6% of total employment, and its
benefit are enjoyed especially by the disadvantaged groups. The jobs they find bring them not
only income in the form of wages, but also their integration into the life of mainstream society.

88




This often leads to better mental and physical health, increased confidence, activating their
potential for further development and greater autonomy. Promoting social entrepreneurship
has significant potential for social integration by acting on the open market, thereby filling the
gap between the State and the social services and employment services it guarantees, and
the business sector.

As part of the specific objective, funding will not be provided in relation to operating costs of
existing or newly established social enterprises.

If, during the implementation of IROP, legislation governing social entrepreneurship is adopted,
MA IROP will take it into account in the programme documentation.

The activities in this SO are followed up by activities in Priority Axis 2 OP Employment.

Table 3 SO 2.2: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Target
) Unit of Baseline | Baseline < Reporting
ID Indicator value | Data source
measurement value year frequency
(2023)
Unemployment
104 rate in people L
) % 28.5 2012 22 Statistics Annual
11 with the lowest
education
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2.2.7 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.2.7.1Description of the types or examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
= Construction, renovation and equipping of social enterprises

Support is aimed at the creation and development of social enterprises. These activities will
enable socially excluded people and those at risk of social exclusion to enter the labour market
and business environment. It is suitable to interconnect investment needs with activities to be
implemented through the OP Employment in this area.

IROP will support the purchase of buildings, facilities, equipment and construction work, which
will create conditions for social entrepreneurship. Support cannot be understood only as a
subsidy for creating jobs for disadvantaged employees, but in terms of investment support for
emerging and sustainable business activities, which will continue to test and develop the
concepts and principles of social entrepreneurship.

It is impossible to finance current business activities and operating expenses of the applicant.
Eligible project expenses only apply to the extension of the enterprise. New jobs for people
from disadvantaged target groups must be created. It is required that the increase in the
number of employed persons from target groups must not follow after previous reduction in the
existing number of employees.

Creation of a new social enterprise

A social enterprises creates new jobs for people from disadvantaged target groups. The whole
enterprise works on the principle of social enterprise, which is stated in its founding documents.

Example of project

A building is purchased and reconstructed, so that it is suitable for the operation of a social
enterprise. When reconstructing and purchasing equipment, account is taken of specific needs
of target groups, e.g. wheelchair-accessibility of premises, facilities for disadvantaged
employees.

Expansion of enterprise capacity

When reconstructing a building so that it is fit for the operation of a social enterprise,
reconstructing and purchasing of equipment, account is taken of the specific needs of target
groups.

In an existing social enterprise, new premises can be purchased and the capacity of the
enterprise expanded, or the social enterprise starts a new entrepreneurial activity. It is always
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necessary to create new jobs for people from target groups, thus increasing the number of
employed persons from the target groups.

Activities of self-employed persons in social entrepreneurship

A self-employed person falls within disadvantaged target groups and also meets the principles
of social entrepreneurship. The project will create a new entrepreneurial activity or expand the
portfolio of its products and services.

The applicant shall submit the application for support together with a business plan with at
least the following information:

VI.
VII.
VIII.
IX.
X.
XI.
XIl.

Information about the social enterprise and the strategy of its further
development

Description of business activities

Definition and analysis of the market

Marketing strategy

Schedule of activities during the implementation and sustainability of the project
Technical and technological solutions

Financial plan

Description of the expansion the enterprise capacity, if any

Management and human resources

Needs and sources of fixed and current assets

Risk analysis of the enterprise

Social aspects of entrepreneurship

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

socially

excluded persons

persons at risk of social exclusion
persons with disabilities

Types of beneficiaries

self-em

ployed persons

small and medium-sized enterprises

municipalities

regions
organiz

ations established by regions

organizations established by municipalities
voluntary associations of municipalities
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- organizations established by voluntary associations of municipalities
- non-governmental non-profit organisations

- churches

- religious organizations

Regional focus of support
The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague

Targeted calls in the volume of at least 60% of the allocation of Specific Objective 2.2 will focus
on projects implemented in the administrative district of municipalities with extended powers
which are home to socially excluded localities. This area will be determined on the basis of a
study identifying the socially excluded localities in the Czech Republic, prepared by the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs.

State aid

Support will be provided to projects in accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) No
1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid. The total amount of de minimis aid
granted to a single enterprise over a three-year period may not exceed EUR 200 000/ EUR
100 000 to an enterprise operating road freight transport for hire or reward, regardless of the
form of aid or the objective pursued and regardless of whether the aid is financed fully or
partially from EU funds.

2.2.7.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

- The project is in line with the principles of social entrepreneurship:
e social benefit
o the enterprise contributes to the promotion of social inclusion, at least
30% of employees of the total number of employees of the social
enterprise must come from target groups,
o relations in the social enterprise are aimed at maximum participation of
workers in decision making,
e economic benefit
o Profitis primarily used for the development of the social enterprise,
e environmental and local benefit,
o preferably meeting local needs and preference for the utilization of local
resources, takes into account environmental aspects,
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- project to expand the capacity of the enterprise must meet at least one of the following

activities:
e extension of the range of products and services,
e expansion of enterprise's spatial capacity
¢ introduction of new production technologies,
e streamlining of processes in the enterprise,

e establishing a division at a new location or in another region.

2.2.7.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.2.7.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.2.7.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 2.2: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),

(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

. Unit of Target value Reporting
ID Indicator Fund Data source
measurement (2023) frequency
Number of
10000 enterprises . .
. Enterprises ERDF | 160 MS2014+ Interim
(C001) receiving
support
Number of
new
10105 . . . - .
(CO05) enterprises Enterprises ERDF | 80 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
receiving
support
Increasing
10400 employment in . - .
FTE ERDF | 441 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
(C008) supported
enterprises
Number of
10102 enterprises . .
. Enterprises ERDF | 160 MS2014+ Interim
(C002) receiving
grants

93



Indicator

Unit of
measurement

Fund

Target value
(2023)

Data source

Reporting
frequency

10300
(CO06)

Private
investment
matching
public aid to
enterprises
(grants)

EUR

ERDF

11,000,000

MS2014+

Interim
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 9a of Priority Axis 2: Investing in health and
social infrastructure which contributes to national, regional and local
development, reducing inequalities in terms of health status,
promoting social inclusion through improved access to social,
cultural and recreational services and the transition from
institutional to community-based services.

2.2.8 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 2.3: Development of infrastructure for the delivery of health
services and health care

The aim is to improve the system of functional and sustainable care, promoting social inclusion
of people at risk of social exclusion due to their health conditions, difficult access to health
services and reducing the period outside the natural environment and the time of working
incapacity. SO 2.3 activities are aimed at equalizing the position of ill persons in the healthcare
system in the Czech Republic, strengthening social integration and enabling the transfer of
care to the community. It will provide access to high-quality health services that have so far
not been available in all regions.

In the health sector, the problem is regional disparity in the quality and availability of highly
specialized and follow-up health care. This has an impact on health of population, family
members and people close to patients who are ill over a long term if there is no professional
care available locally. Significant gaps exist in the social care on the borderline between social
and health sectors. Post-acute care, rehabilitation and care for people with disabilities are
underestimated. Enabling the concentration of follow-up care into the selected facilities will
lead to levelling off regional disparities concerning this care, also releasing capacities for long-
term care and gradually transferring care at the borderline between health and social services
into communities.

The health care system does not respond to current trends involving the deinstitutionalization
of psychiatric care and development of community-based care. Community care is a set of
services provided to patients, which, to a certain extent, represent an alternative to institutional
care. The aim is to provide care in a natural environment, which allows patients to remain in
the community. This type of care is unavailable in the Czech Republic, which results in a high
institutionalization of patients and their social exclusion. The main priority of psychiatric care is
the transfer of its core aspects to the community, leading to social inclusion of the mentally ill
and their gradual return to the labour market.
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Given the lack of other types of care, the majority of long-term psychiatric patients are forced
to rely on the psychiatric hospitals (formerly institutions), where 80% of all inpatient care is
provided. Psychiatric hospitals are unevenly distributed in the Czech Republic and sometimes
have a catchment area of up to a hundred kilometres. ESIF investments will lead to better
regional availability of different kinds of community-based care without unnecessary
segregation of psychiatric patients, as is currently the case. A prerequisite for the integration
of the mentally ill into the society and the labour market is setting a balanced system of care
with special support for the deinstitutionalisation and the elements of community-based care,
which does not exist in the Czech Republic at the moment. IROP, in accordance with the
Strategy for the reform of psychiatric care in the Czech Republic, aims to improve the quality
of life of the mentally ill by restructuring the services and establishing a network of facilities
providing care across the society.

This specific objective is followed-up by OP Employment in Priority Axis 2.

Table 3 SO 2.3: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of . . Target .
) Baselin | Baselin Reporting
ID Indicator measur value Data source
e value e year frequency
ement (2023)
Capacities of
modernized and
highly
57910 - Beds 44,211 2014 38,368 MA Annual
specialized
follow-up health
care
Average length
of hospitalization
57410 | ininstitutions of Days 115 2012 103 MA Annual
long-term
psychiatric care
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2.2.9 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.2.9.1Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
» |ncreasing the quality of highly specialized care

The highly specialised care provided in the centres of the national network of providers of such
care is focused on treating diseases with the highest epidemiological occurrence. In 2007—
2013, the 10P funded a network of centres of trauma, oncology and cardiovascular care and
cerebrovascular and ictal centres. In these areas, the quality of care lagged behind the EU 25
average, which was manifested in worse indicators of health status of the Czech population,
such as increased morbidity, mortality, longer hospital stay and higher rates of disability.

With regard to the high morbidity and mortality and the socio-economic impacts of iliness, IROP
involves support for newly defined centres of highly specialised care in perinatology and
gynaecological oncology. An important factor is the fact that in the case of oncogynecological
care the target group consists of women (mostly aged over 50 years) who represent the most
vulnerable group in the labour market even without health complications. In the case of
perinatal care, in addition to preterm infants it includes also their mothers and families, because
the care of a preterm new-born deteriorates the social and economic situation of the whole
family and has a significant impact especially on socially vulnerable groups.

Highly specialized care centres are specifically determined in the MoH bulletins.
Oncogynaecological care is covered by Bulletins no. 3/2013 and 3/2014, perinatal care by
Bulletins no. 7/2013 and 2/2014. The network is designed and created so that its availability is
the same in all regions.

The implementation of projects consists in purchasing technology and instrumentation based
on the standards specified in the Bulletins of the MoH and defined by professional medical
societies.

No support will be provided to investments in a network of highly specialized centres supported
by the IOP 2007-2013.

* Increasing the quality of follow-up care

The principle of follow-up care, its importance and role are described in the Strategy of follow-
up care of the MoH.
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The provider of follow-up care refers patients directly to highly specialized care centres or such
patients are directly referred to the provider from highly specialized care centres. This condition
does not apply to follow-up on perinatology centres, because new-borns may not always be
referred to or from highly specialized care centres. Improving the system of functional and
sustainable care will be achieved by an equally regionally available highly specialised care and
follow-up care of sufficient quality in relation to the epidemiological situation at national and
regional level while maintaining the principles of concentration and taking into account the
regional dimension needs through targeted investments in the modernization of
instrumentation and the related building alterations.

The parameters of follow-up care are defined in the Follow-up Care Strategy of the MoH:

— it is provided to the patient before being given highly specialized care; the patient's
condition requires highly specialized care and the patient is therefore referred to a
specialized centre of the national network of care providers; this group includes mainly
preventive care, diagnostic care, dispensary care and, to a lesser extent, medical care
in outpatient and inpatient form;

— itis provided to the patient after receiving highly specialized care, which is no longer
required given the patient's condition; this group includes mainly medical care and
medical rehabilitation care, mainly in inpatient form;

— care whose follow-up on highly specialized care is defined in the Bulletin of the Ministry
of Health (perinatal intermediate care follows up on highly specialized perinatal care,
see Article 6 of Bulletin no. 7/2013).

Implementation of the projects will involve the purchase of technologies and instrumentation
needed to provide care in the supported field.

Examples of projects

An example of a field that precedes highly specialized oncological care is urology, whose
support may lie in the modernization of diagnostic instruments such as ultrasounds,
tomography, endoscope or x-ray. In the case of support to a field, which follows after highly
specialized care, typically rehabilitation and physical medicine, this will concern the
modernization of equipment in the form of anti-decubitus mattresses, rehabilitation equipment
such as kinetic splints, therapeutic sidewalks or energotherapy consoles. Examples of support
for related activities and methods that are part of the follow-up care include upgrading
laboratory diagnostics and the acquisition of cultivation devices, centrifuges or extractor hoods.

= Deinstitutionalization of psychiatric care

Deinstitutionalization of psychiatric care, its objectives and measures are described in the
Strategy to reform psychiatric care. Mental illness is accompanied by significant social stigma
and the mentally ill are discriminated in the labour market, in dealing with life situations and in
normal social contact. That is why support is targeted at vulnerable groups at risk of social
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exclusion or socially excluded groups. The aim is to increase the availability and quality of
mental health care by changing the organization for its delivery and increasing success rate of
the integration of the mentally ill into society.

Deinstitutionalization of psychiatric hospitals means equipping mobile teams, establishing new
or renovating existing facilities for the provision of community-based care (mental health
centres, day care centres, extended outpatient departments, etc.) and the establishment of
new or renovation of existing facilities to achieve deinstitutionalized care (acute psychiatric
care in general hospitals). Reconstruction applies to the existing infrastructure which will be
used to provide community-based or non-institutional care. Interventions supporting the
development of community-based services, deinstitutionalisation of care and destigmatisation
of the society will enable and foster the transformation changes in the psychiatric care system.

Purchase of premises and the necessary building alterations for providing mental health care
in mental health centres, psychiatric outpatient clinics and psychiatric wards of hospitals.
Mental health centres provide e.g. the services of mobile assertive teams, field services in the
home environment of patients, crisis centres and day care centres. In the case of acute
psychiatric wards in general hospitals, acute inpatient care and day care centres will be
established.

Support may be provided for equipping with medical technology, information technology and
furniture. In the case of mobile teams, support can also be provided for the acquisition of
vehicles for the provision of services in the field.

No support will be provided for investments in long-term inpatient care infrastructure in
psychiatric hospitals.

= Additional activity

As an additional activity, support will be provided to the inclusion of greenery around buildings
and on buildings, for example green walls and roofs, alleys, parks and gardens.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups
- patients in highly specialized care
- patients in follow-up care
- persons with mental and behavioural disorders and their families

Types of beneficiaries
- publicly co-funded organizations established by the Ministry of Health
- regions
- organizations established by regions
- municipalities
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- organizations established by municipalities

- entities providing public services in health care under the Act No 372/2011 and Act No
258/2000 Coll., as amended

- non-governmental non-profit organisations

- voluntary associations of municipalities

- organizations established by voluntary associations of municipalities

- churches

- religious organizations

Regional focus of support

Targeted calls in the volume of at least 60% of the allocation of Specific Objective 2.3 will focus
on projects implemented in the administrative district of municipalities with extended powers
which are home to socially excluded localities. This area will be determined on the basis of a
study identifying the socially excluded localities in the Czech Republic, prepared by the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs.

Activity for Highly specialized care

Facilities specified in the Bulletins of the Ministry of Health which define the national network
of specialized centres. The basic criteria for the classification of specialized medical centres in
national networks include: the availability of specialized medical care following a defined
catchment area, ensuring standards of workplace equipment, expertise and qualifications of
staff. Support is foreseen for fourteen oncogynaecological and twelve perinatal centres.

Highly specialized centres in Prague provide health care services also to inhabitants of less
developed regions. The amount of support from the ERDF will be converted to the share
corresponding to the number of inhabitants of less developed regions.

Activity for Follow-up care

Supportable hospitals include those that provide four basic fields of care — obstetrics and
gynaecology, paediatrics, surgery and internal medicine, have a minimum of 300 beds and
linked to the care of one of the highly specialized centres (oncogynaecological, perinatal,
cardiovascular, trauma, cerebrovascular/ictus, oncology centre). The Follow-up Care Strategy
helps to also support smaller care providers, if the LAUL region is only home to facilities with
a smaller capacity of beds which meet all other criteria. According to the Follow- up Care
Strategy, in 2014 71 providers of medical services complied with the criteria for follow-up care
(or exemption criteria).

No support will be provided in the territory of Prague.
Activity for Deinstitutionalization of psychiatric care

The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague
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State aid

Activities Highly specialized care and Follow-up care

Support will be provided to projects in accordance with the Commission Decision of 20
December 2011 on the application of Article 106(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union to State aid in the form of public service compensation granted to certain
undertakings entrusted with the operation of services of general economic interest
(2012/21/EV).

Activity for Deinstitutionalization of psychiatric care
The activity Deinstitutionalization of psychiatric care will only support projects that do not
constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.2.9.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

MA IROP chooses specific eligibility criteria relevant to the activities supported in the given
call.
- The care provider is a centre of highly specialized care pursuant to Act no. 372/2011
Sb., on health services in the field of perinatology and gynaecologic oncology, and
is listed in the Bulletin of the Ministry of Health, defining a network of specialized
centres;

- the follow-up care provider meets the following conditions:

o provides care and services in the fields of gynaecology and obstetrics,
paediatrics, surgery and internal medicine;

o provides care in at least four fields/methods defined by the Follow-up Care
Strategy of the MoH and is linked to a highly specialized centre;

o the provider has at least 300 acute beds, or less if the LAU1 region is only
home to facilities with a smaller capacity of beds;

- the project is in line with the Strategy to reform psychiatric care.

2.2.9.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.2.9.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.
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2.2.9.5 Output indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 2.3: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Target
Unit of 9

. Reporting

ID Indicator Fund value Data source
measurement frequency
(2023)

Supported
57805 health care Workplace ERDF | 128 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
workplaces

Number of
supported
57301 providers of Providers ERDF | 23 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
psychiatric
care

Number of
57801 supported Teams ERDF | 5 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
mobile teams
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 10 of Priority Axis 2: Investing in education,
vocational education and training to acquire skills and lifelong
learning by developing infrastructure for education and training

2.2.10 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 2.4: Increasing the quality and availability of infrastructure for
education and lifelong learning

The objective is to use high-quality and affordable infrastructure to ensure equal access to
education and the acquisition of key competences defined in the Recommendation of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 on key competences for lifelong
learning (2006/962/EC), thereby ensuring real employability.

The objective will be achieved by supporting investments in construction, building alterations
and purchase of equipment in order to ensure equal access to quality education with an
emphasis on the development of key competencies of students.

Support will be provided educational facilities (schools, school facilities and other facilities
participating in the implementation and quality improvement of educational activities), which
will allow the development of key competencies, improve the quality of formal education (pre-
school, primary, secondary, higher vocational), leisure and non-formal education of youth and
further education of adults.

In terms of ensuring the availability of infrastructure in the territory, it will be essential to ensure
support for the facility with the lack of these capacities, especially in areas with positive
demographic trends. The problem with the lack of capacity is most pronounced in early
childhood education; support for the construction of new infrastructure will therefore be
directed into preschool education as a priority. The low availability of quality pre-school child
care creates barriers to parental involvement in the labour market and limits the use of pre-
school education to create and develop study skills and social integration of individuals. This
need is particularly urgent for children with SEN and children from socially disadvantaged and
culturally diverse families.

Emphasis will be placed on promoting high-quality infrastructure for the teaching of key
competencies to be used by primary and secondary school pupils in practice; the purpose is
to eliminate the mismatch between the supply and demand on the regional labour market and
take into account the specificities of the regional economy. Cross-cutting emphasis will be
placed on teaching technical and craft skills to increase the interest of students in science and
technical fields, foreign language teaching and digital technologies, construction of facilities
usable for lifelong learning and retraining in accordance with labour market requirements. To
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ensure the development of key competencies, use will also be made of leisure informal
education.

The issue of ensuring equal access to education will be addressed with regard to children from
socially and culturally disadvantaged families and children with SEN, where it is necessary to
adapt the education facility to the inclusion of persons in accordance with the requirements of
Act no. 561/2004 Sb., on pre-school, elementary, secondary, vocational and other education,
in order to create conditions for their involvement in the educational process and develop their
key skills.

In terms of ensuring internal connectivity of schools, good Internet connection and possibly the
purchase of digital educational teaching aids, emphasis will be placed on improving the quality
of teaching through these measures.

The activities in the SO are followed up by activities in Priority Axis 3 OP RDE.

Table 3 SO 2.4: Specific programme results indicators according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of . . Target .
. Baseline Baseline Reporting
ID Indicator measur value Data source
value year frequency
ement (2023)
5 00 Share of
30 early school % 5.4 2013 5.0 Statistics Annual
leavers
Share of
three-year-
5 00 old children
20 placed in pre- | % 77.3 2013 90.5 Statistics Annual
school
establishmen
ts
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2.2.11  Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.2.11.1 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.

= Support for the infrastructure for preschool education — support for childcare
facilities caring for children up to the age of 3, children's groups and nursery
schools

Construction, building alterations, purchase of equipment in order to ensure sufficient
capacity of high-quality and affordable childcare facilities, in relation to the territory with a
demonstrable lack of these capacities, thus allowing a better involvement of parents with
preschool children in the labour market. The project includes the construction or building
alterations of infrastructure for pre-school facilities, including outdoor areas (greenery,
gameplay elements).

Promoting social inclusion through alterations of buildings, classrooms and outdoor areas,
purchase of equipment, assistive aids and equipment, necessary to ensure equal access to
education for socially excluded persons.

Example of project

Extending the capacity of childcare facilities for children up to 3 years, children's groups and
kindergartens in order to meet the demand for preschool education and allow the involvement
of parents in the labour market. The project implementation will involve new extension, leading
to the construction of new classes, purchase of equipment and SEN in order to improve the
integration of children. Necessary adjustments will be made to the facilities of kindergartens,
childcare facilities or children's groups, e.g. expansion of locker rooms, common areas, and
dining rooms. As an additional activity, the project will involve the landscaping of outdoor areas.

= Support for the infrastructure of basic education in primary schools

Building alterations, purchase of equipment to ensure the development of pupils in the
following core competencies:

— communication in foreign languages,

— technical and craft disciplines, natural sciences,

— the ability to work with digital technologies.
The aim is to improve the quality of education in relation to future employability and the need
to match supply and demand in the regional labour market.
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Expanding the capacity of primary schools outside the links to key competencies, this is
possible only on the territory of the administrative district of a MEP with a socially excluded
locality.

Promoting social inclusion through alterations of buildings and classrooms, school
counselling centres, purchase of equipment, assistive aids and equipment for children with
SEN, necessary to ensure equal access to education for socially excluded persons.

Ensuring internal connectivity of schools and Internet connection — development of
internal connectivity on the premises of schools and educational facilities and Internet
connection.

Examples of projects

Modernization of specialized classrooms for physics and chemistry at primary schools in order
to provide adequate spaces for learning and development of pupils in natural sciences as one
of the key competencies. The necessary building alterations will be made to classrooms and
equipment will be purchased.

Reconstruction and equipping of the existing premises of the primary school in order to create
conditions for education of pupils with special educational needs in order to strengthen the
integration of pupils. The necessary building alterations will be made on the premises, including
an extension, and the necessary equipment will be purchased.

= Support for the infrastructure of schools and school facilities for secondary and
higher vocational education

Building alterations, purchase of equipment to ensure the development of key
competencies in the communication in foreign languages and in technical and craft disciplines,
natural sciences and the ability to work with digital technology in order to improve the quality
of education in relation to future employability and the need to match the supply and demand
in the regional labour market.

Expanding secondary and higher vocational schools outside the link to the above key
competencies is possible only to ensure social inclusion on the territory of the administrative
district of a MEP with a socially excluded locality.

Promoting social inclusion through alterations of buildings and classrooms, school
counselling centres, purchase of equipment, assistive aids and equipment for children with
SEN, necessary to ensure equal access to education for socially excluded persons.

Ensuring internal connectivity of schools and Internet connection — development of
internal connectivity on the premises of schools and educational facilities and Internet
connection.

Examples of projects

Modernization of specialized classrooms in secondary vocational schools of engineering to
improve the quality of teaching and pupils' readiness for professional practice and to match
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the requirements of supply and demand on the regional labour market. This project will include
building alterations of classrooms (partial changes in interior layout, purchase and installation
of equipment for practical training — CNC machines). The project may involve as a partner a
representative of regional employers in engineering and a technical guarantor of practical
training.

Improvement of educational facilities of a technical secondary school through the
modernization of premises for teaching technical subjects, increasing the range of
instrumentation and technology by purchasing new equipment of classrooms and workshops
and new ICT technologies and software for technical work and laboratory practice.

School farm modernization project is aimed at building alterations and equipment upgrade of
farm buildings and structures of secondary agricultural production, which are used for practical
training and practice for students of agricultural fields. The project aims to increase the quality
of teaching, thus improving employability of graduates on the labour market.

Improvement of educational facilities of a vocational education centre (secondary school with
technical or natural science focus with a comprehensive range of fields). The school is located
in several different buildings, which organizationally and technically do not meet the
requirement for a comprehensive approach to education. The project includes the
reconstruction of the existing premises and the extension or construction of new ones, their
furnishing and equipping with didactic and instrument aids to the extent necessary.

= Support for the infrastructure of lifelong learning in the following key
competencies:

- communication in foreign languages,
- technical and craft disciplines, natural sciences,
- the ability to work with digital technologies.

Building alterations, purchase of equipment for the construction and improvement of the
capacities for further education in relation to the need to match supply and demand in the
regional labour market.

Example of projects

Modernization of specialized classrooms for computer science to teach registered job seekers
within retraining courses and other interested persons within lifelong adult education. The
project aims to develop key competencies of lifelong learning students to improve their
employability. The necessary building alterations will be made to the classroom and equipment
will be purchased.

= Support for the infrastructure for leisure and informal education of young people

Building alterations, purchase of equipment to ensure the development of key
competencies in the form of leisure and informal education:
- communication in foreign languages,
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- technical and craft disciplines, natural sciences,
- the ability to work with digital technologies.

Examples of projects

Building alterations of the premises for teaching hobby groups in order to develop key
competencies in the field of technology in school age children, as a prerequisite for their future
participation in the labour market. This project will include building alterations of the room and
purchase of equipment.

= Measures leading to social inclusion

Children and pupils from schools established separately for pupils with disabilities (according
to Section 16 paragraph 9 and Section 48 of Act No 561/2004 Coll.) will be supported by
actions that will lead to their transition to mainstream schools and to an independent way of
life (preparation for the transition to work and non-institutional forms of independent housing).

IROP will not support any measures that lead to discrimination and segregation of marginalized
groups such as Roma children and pupils and other children and pupils with the need for
support measures. The principle of deinstitutionalization must also be respected, particularly
through funding for community services and individualized support programmes for the project
participants.

IROP will not support schools established in facilities for institutional and protective education,
or the facilities themselves and other facilities of segregation and discriminatory character. In
the field of social inclusion, IROP will also not support any activities for which statutory
entitlement exists. Support will be given only to such schools that are involved in
desegregation, which will be apparent from the local and regional action plans for education
that specify schools and measures aimed at desegregation.

To achieve the above objectives, construction modifications and investment will be carried out
on buildings and classrooms of schools, school counselling centres and school counselling
facilities (i.e. pedagogical and psychological counselling centres and special pedagogical
centres), acquisition will be made of equipment, assistive devices and compensation
equipment.

Additional activities
As an additional activity, support will be provided to the inclusion of greenery around buildings
and on buildings, for example green walls and roofs and gardens.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

- children under 3 years
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- children in pre-school education

- pupils

- students

- socially excluded persons

- persons at risk of social exclusion

- persons with special educational needs

- pedagogical workers

- employees and volunteers of organisations in the field of education or assistance
services and in the field of informal and leisure education of children and youth

- adults in further education

Types of beneficiaries

- care facilities for children up to 3 years

- schools and educational facilities in the field of preschool, primary and secondary
education and higher vocational schools

- other entities involved in the provision of educational activities

- regions

- organizations established by regions

- municipalities

- organizations established by municipalities

- non-governmental non-profit organisations

- churches

- religious organizations

- state organisation unit

- publicly co-funded organizations established by State organisational units

Regional focus of support

The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague.

The territorial dimension for nursery, primary, secondary and higher vocational schools will be
established in the action plans for educational development.

Targeted calls in the volume of at least 60% of the allocation of Specific Objective 2.4 will focus
on projects implemented in the administrative district of municipalities with extended powers
which are home to socially excluded localities. This area will be determined on the basis of a
study identifying the socially excluded localities in the Czech Republic, prepared by the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs.

State aid

Specific Objective 2.4 will only support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU. Support for education may be considered compatible with the

109



internal market under Art. 107(3)(c) of TFEU. This support is to facilitate the development of
certain economic activities or economic areas, provided that it does not change the trading
conditions to an extent that would be in conflict with the common market.

Specific Objective 2.4 will support activities within the scope of Act no. 561/2004 Sb., on
preschool, primary, secondary, higher vocational and other education (the Education Act) and
Act no. 247/2014 Sh., on the provision of childcare services in children's groups and amending
related acts.

2.2.11.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations
The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

MA IROP chooses specific eligibility criteria relevant to the activities supported in the given
call.

- The projectis in line with the Long term Plan for Education and the Development of the
Education System of the Czech Republic 2015-2020;

- the project will ensure physical accessibility, including wheelchair accessibility, of
educational facilities;

- the project is in line with the action plan for the development of education.

2.2.11.3 Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.2.11.4 Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.
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2.2.115

Output indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region

category

Table 5 SO 2.4: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

ID

Indicator

Unit of
measurement

Fund

Target
value (2023)

Data source

Reporting
frequency

500 01
(CO35)

Capacity of
supported
childcare or
education
facilities

Persons

ERDF

568,758

Applicant/beneficiary

Interim

50000

Number of
supported
educational
facilities

Facility

ERDF

1,950

Applicant/beneficiary

Interim
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 4c of Priority Axis 2: Supporting energy
efficiency, smart energy management systems and the use of energy
from renewable energy sources in public infrastructures, inter alia,
in public buildings and in the area of housing

2.2.12 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 2.5: Reducing energy consumption in the residential sector

The objective is to improve energy performance of residential buildings (buildings with four or
more residential units) in the housing sector to the cost-optimal level based on an analysis and
evaluation (see Article 5(15) of Directive 2010/31/EU; Article 3(16) and (21) and (1)(a) and
Article 4(b) and (c) of Directive 2012/27/EU) and increase the share of renewable energy
sources. Energy performance indicators of the supported buildings (apartment buildings) will
be achieved as required by Decree no. 78/2013 Sb., on energy performance of buildings, or
better. Article 7 of Directive no. 2012/27/EU of the European Parliament and Council Directive
on energy efficiency sets a binding objective for the Czech Republic to achieve savings in final
energy consumption by 2020. This objective corresponds to achieved new savings of 1.5% of
annual energy sales to final customers. After conversion to absolute data and use of all
allowances provided for in the Directive, this objective stands at 51.1 PJ of new annual savings
and total cumulative savings of 204.39 PJ by 2020. Priority will be given to projects using
renewable energy sources.

Reduction of energy intensity will lead to a significant reduction in energy supplies and final
energy consumption of buildings in comparison with the current level of consumption (see
Paragraph 16 of Directive 2012/27/EU). In addition to reducing emissions, the achievement of
the specific objective will improve standard of living for households by lowering the cost of
housing.

Energy-intensive operation of the housing stock is reflected in the high load of households with
energy expenditure and can become a risk, contributing to the social exclusion of families with
low incomes. Reducing the energy cost of household will significantly reduce the housing costs
of these households and thus reduce the risk of social exclusion.

In addition to the direct effects, it contributes to the reduction of primary household costs
(energy costs make up about 50% of total housing costs), it will help to increase employment,
increase energy security, reduce emissions and achieve savings of primary (fossil) resources,
contributing to social cohesion with significant positive health effects. The needs analysis
shows that this area still has the potential for improving the environment due to substantial
energy savings by transitioning to a low carbon economy. The projects must comply with
environmental standards and EU legislation (e.g. Directive no. 2009/125/EC of the European
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Parliament and of the Council establishing a framework for the setting of ecodesign
requirements for energy-related products).

The Specific Objective will contribute to meeting the obligations of the Czech Republic under
the Directives on energy performance of buildings and energy efficiency, to creating a long-
term and stable framework to meet global objectives and to promoting energy-efficient
construction sector in the Czech Republic.

Support will not be provided to the construction of hydroelectric power plants.

Impact of projects on the environment and sustainable development will follow the
environmental monitoring indicators ENVI Ml — 3 48 00 — "Production of heat from renewable
sources", 3 23 00 — "Reduction of final energy consumption in supported entities”, 3 61 11 —
"Amount of emissions of primary particles and precursors of secondary particles in supported
projects "and 3 24 03 — "Number of households which changed energy source."

Table 3 SO 2.5: Specific programme results indicators according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of . . Target )
) Baselin | Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicator measure value
e value year source frequency
ment (2023)
Final household
ener
o MWhiyea | 82,2202 78,397,0
32400 consumption in 2012 MA Annual
r 75 32
the Czech
Republic
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2.2.13 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.2.131 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
= Reducing energy consumption by improving thermal performance of buildings

Projects focus on one or several activities: insulation of the envelope, wall, roof, ceiling and
floor structures, replacement and refurbishment of windows and doors. For the same purpose,
financing will be provided to passive heating and cooling elements, shading and installation of
controlled ventilation systems with heat recovery of exhaust air.

= Technology for heating or hot water

The project results in a new source for heating an apartment building, using efficient,
environmentally-friendly sources instead of solid or liquid fossil fuels. Buildings connected to a
central heating source are subject to complete thermal insulation, replacement of the transfer
station, regulation or upgrading of the entire heating system of the building; heat sources of
the apartment building for hot water preparation which utilize solid or liquid fossil fuels can be
replaced with efficient, environmentally friendly sources. Support can only be provided to
boilers of up to 1 MW.

= Transition to economical and eco-friendly resources

The aim is to purchase efficient and low-emission biomass boilers, efficient heat pumps and
condensing boilers using natural gas or technology for the combined production of electricity
and heat using renewables or natural gas and primarily covering the energy needs of buildings
in which they are located.

For the same purpose, it is possible to replace the distribution of heat and water and install
systems for the measurement and control of the heating system.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

- residents of apartment buildings
- owners of apartment buildings
- residents of municipalities and cities

Types of beneficiaries

- in the case of grants: the beneficiaries are the owners of apartment buildings and
condominiums, in addition to natural persons not engaged in business, housing
cooperatives as managers of residential buildings under Act No 311/2013 Coll., on the
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transfer of ownership rights to units and to group family houses of housing cooperatives
and amending some Acts

- in the case of the financial instrument: the final beneficiaries are the owners of
apartment buildings and condominiums, housing cooperatives as managers of
residential buildings under Act No 311/2013 Coll., on the transfer of ownership rights
to units and to group family houses of housing cooperatives and amending certain Acts;
- the beneficiary is a fund of funds manager / the financial instrument manager based
on the result of the ex-ante assessment of financial instruments

Regional focus of support
Support will be provided in the form of a grant in the entire Czech Republic excluding Prague.

Credits will be provided in the territory defined in the conclusions of the ex-ante evaluation of
the financial instrument.

State aid

Specific Objective 2.5 will support projects in accordance with Regulation no. 651/2014 of 17
June 2014, which, in accordance with Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty, declares certain
categories of aid to be compatible with the internal market; Section 7 Aid for environmental
protection, Article 38 Investment aid for measures to increase energy efficiency and Article 39
Investment aid for projects to improve energy efficiency in buildings.

Support will be provided to projects in accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) No
1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid. The total amount of de minimis aid
granted to a single enterprise over a three-year period may not exceed EUR 200 000,
regardless of the form of aid or the objective pursued and regardless of whether the aid is
financed fully or partially from EU funds.

2.2.13.2 Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

MA IROP chooses specific eligibility criteria relevant to the activities supported in the given

call.

- Achieving cost-optimal levels of energy performance of the building as required by the
applicable Decree on the energy performance of buildings (Decree no. 78/2013 Sb.,
on the energy performance of buildings);
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- presenting an expert evaluation within the meaning of Act no. 406/2000 Sh., on energy
management, as amended, to demonstrate the adequacy of the selected solution;

- reflecting the needs of wild animals bound to settlements when improving the energy
performance of buildings (insulation, replacement of doors/windows);

- achieving the values of energy performance indicators only for the replaced elements
will be permitted only in the case of listed buildings.

2.2.13.3 Planned use of financial instruments

Support through financial instruments will be provided in the form and territory identified in the
conclusions of the ex-ante evaluation of the financial instrument. Eligible costs are, in the case
of aid through an IROP financial instrument, the total expenditure on the project intended to
increase energy efficiency.

2.2.13.4 Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.2.13.5 Output indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region
category

Table 5 SO 2.5: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

. Target .
; Unit of Reporting
ID Indicator Fund value Data source
measurement frequency

(2023)

Number of
households
with better Households ERDF | 76,100 | Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
energy

classification

32401
(CO31)

Number of
households
with reduced
energy
consumption . - .
32402 ] Households ERDF | 2,041 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
without
improvements
in energy
consumption
classification

Estimated
annual
36010 reduction in Tons of CO2
(C034) greenhouse equivalent
gas
emissions

ERDF | 287,473 | Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
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2.2.14 Performance framework

Table 6 PA 2: Performance framework of the priority axis (less developed regions), (Article
96(2)(b)(v) of and Annex Il to Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Indicator or Expr:a:fatlo
) key step in Unit of Milest Final o
Indicator o Data indicator
ID the measureme | Fund | one for | objectiv
type . source relevance,
implementa nt 2018 e (2023) it
tion applicable
financial - Total EUR ERD 387,95 | 2,034,22 | MA -
indicator certified F 7,271.9 9,713
eligible 8
expenditure
Outcome 55301 | The number | Housing ERD 500 5,000 | Applicant | -
of supported | units F /benefici
social ary
housing
apartments
Outcome 10000 | Number of Enterprises ERD 55 160 | MS2014 | -
(CO01) | enterprises F +
receiving
support
Output 578 05 | Supported Workplace ERD 24 128 | Applicant | -
health care F /benefici
workplaces ary
Output 500 00 | Number of Facility ERD 134 1,950 | Applicant | -
supported F /benefici
educational ary
establishme
nts
Output 32401 | Number of | Households | ERD 20,000 76,100 | Applicant | -
(C0O31) | households F /benefici
with  better ary
energy
classification
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2.2.15 Categories of intervention

Tables 7 — 11 Categories of intervention (Article 96 (2)(b)(vi) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund and region categories:
ERDF, less developed regions

Dimension 4: Area

Dimension 1: Area | Dimension 2: Form | Dimension 3: Type Dimension 5:
: . . . performance . L
of intervention of funding of territory . Thematic Objective
mechanism
Cod Co Co Co Co
e € de |€ de |€ de |€ de |€
14 | 335,119,729.00| 01 | 1,651,245,695.38 | 07 | 1,729,095,256.00 | 01 175,891,709.10| 04 | 335,119,729.00
51 | 554,319,393.77 | 04 77,849,560.62 05 75,629,272.73 | 09 | 724,268,295.00
52 | 115,387,838.23 07 1,477,574,274.17 | 10 | 669,707,232.00

53 | 360,932,885.00
54 | 137,459,145.05
55 20,353,606.95

73 25,522,658.00

2.2.16 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including,
where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of

authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries

Priority Axis 2 does not envisage any specific use of technical assistance funds beyond the
activities described in Priority Axis 5.

118



2.3Description of priority axes other than technical assistance —
Priority Axis 3

(Article 96(2)(b) of the General Regulation 1303/2013)

2.3.1 Priority Axis 3: Good territorial administration and improvement in
the effectiveness of public institutions

2.3.2 Reasoning for the creation of a priority axis which includes more
than one category of regions or more than one thematic objective or fund

In line with the IROP strategy, Priority Axis 3 aims at ensuring good territorial administration
and streamlined activities of public administration institutions.

Integrity of the programme is ensured by the inclusion of TO 2, 6 and 11 to Priority Axis 3,
allowing comprehensive promotion of the key regional competitiveness factor, i.e. institutions.

The Czech Republic has extensive cultural heritage. Its appropriate maintenance and effective
use can increase the quality of life of the population and create a prosperous environment for
the development of the region. This can have a positive and significant effect on employment
and economic prosperity. There is the need to support cultural heritage for the purpose of its
protection, accessibility and development. In order for the assistance to be effective, it is
appropriate to support projects and activities that lead to a long-term, meaningful and
sustainable use.

Among urgent tasks is digitization of cultural heritage, which offers a convenient way to
preserve it and allow access to digitized material regardless of its physical location.

Public administration will expand digital communication with the State administration and with
each other to ensure interconnection of information systems and secure transfer and sharing
of data.

The objective is to streamline public administration performance through the creation and
utilization of strategic documents aimed at promoting regional development, promote
comprehensive approaches to address it, and improve the quality, speed and transparency in
decision-making on the territory.

The purpose is to create conditions for the construction and sustainable development of the
territory, consisting of balanced conditions for favourable environment, economic development
and cohesion of communities of inhabitants of the area and meeting the needs of the current
generation without compromising the living conditions of future generations.

SO 3.2 covers both categories of regions in the Czech Republic, because the SO contains
some interventions of systemic nature which have an impact on the whole Czech Republic.
Another reason is the aspect of programme implementation and the associated simplification
of management, monitoring and control of the use of ERDF resources, which are spent on the

119



same activities in both categories of regions. This approach is also easier for the beneficiary,
as in the case of interventions with nationwide impact, it allows one project to cover the entire
territory of the Czech Republic without the need to submit one project in IROP and another

one in OP PGP.

To ensure compliance and uniform course of action with the other OPs, especially with priority
area 4 of OP Employment intended for the development of public administration, IROP uses a
pro rata formula to calculate the distribution of allocations among regions at NUTS 3 level. The
ratio is based on the ratio of the population of the more developed region (Prague) and the
less developed regions (regions of the Czech Republic).

Continuity of specific objectives with investment priorities

Investment Priority

Specific Objective

IP 6c: Preservation, protection, promotion and
development of natural and cultural heritage

3.1 More efficient presentation, strengthening the
protection and development of cultural heritage

IP 2c: Strengthening ICT applications for
eGovernment, eLearning, inclusion, eCulture and
eHealth.

3.2 Increasing the efficiency and transparency of
public administration by developing the use and
quality of ICT systems

IP 11: Enhancing institutional capacity of public
authorities and stakeholders and improving the
efficiency of public administration through measures
for strengthening institutional capacity and efficiency of
public administration and public services related to the
implementation of the ERDF, contributing to the
implementation of measures supported by the ESF in
the area of institutional capacity and efficiency of
public administration

3.3 Support for the preparation and implementation
of spatial planning documents

2.3.3

Fund, region category and basis for the calculation of EU support

Fund ERDF

Region category

less developed regions

more developed regions

Basis for calculation (total eligible
expenditure or eligible public
expenditure)

total eligible expenditure
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 6c¢ of Priority Axis 3: Preservation,
protection, promotion and development of natural and cultural
heritage

2.3.4 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 3.1: More efficient presentation, strengthening the protection and
development of cultural heritage

The aim is to preserve, protect and develop the potential of cultural heritage and use it for
balanced territorial development with positive impacts on local or regional employment and
competitiveness. The main problems outlined in the Integrated Strategy for the Promotion of
Culture by 2020 include the impact of long-term underfunding of care for part of the cultural
heritage sites and collection and library stocks, poor technical facilities, administrative
inefficiencies, difficulty in accessing certain sites and limited use of memory institutions, i.e.
museums, galleries (Museum of Fine Arts) and libraries.

Use of cultural heritage in the regional economy is limited by its condition and availability. A
prerequisite is the restoration and revitalization of the heritage fund and the modernization of
the technological and technical support facilities of the memory institutions. Memory institutions
are facing a completely new stage of digitization and use of information and communication
technologies to streamline the administration of collection and library resources and making
them available to the public.

In the Czech Republic there are more than 40,000 cultural monuments (sites). Due to
concentration, support is directed in restoration and development of buildings that have the
greatest potential for social and economic development of regions. They include a set of extra-
Prague sites included in the UNESCO World Heritage Site list, sites included in the UNESCO
Indicative World Heritage Site list, national cultural heritage sites and sites included in the
indicative list of national cultural heritage sites. This set of historical sites includes historic parks
and gardens (garden art sites), which belongs to these sites. Their restoration and increased
attractiveness will achieve the desired synergy between the revitalization of cultural and natural
heritage. The restoration of monuments can be accompanied by modernisation or construction
of the necessary social, technical and technological facilities that will enable the functionality,
accessibility, protection, and full use of the sites.

This set accounts for a very small segment of monuments in the Czech Republic, specifically
about 1% of the total number.

In the Czech Republic there are about 500 museums and galleries which take care of more
than 60 million exhibits, as well as approximately 6 500 libraries, i.e. 1/10 of all European
libraries, which annually provide its users with more than 72 million borrowed books and other
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documents and annually report more than 22 million visitors. Due to concentration, support is
limited to the most important museums and regional libraries.

Support will not be provided to commercial tourist facilities such as leisure facilities, spa
facilities, accommodation and restaurant facilities.

Table 3 SO 3.1: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Indicator

Unit of
measurement

Baseline
value

Baseline
year

Target
value
(2023)

Data
source

Reporting
frequency

91010

Number of
visits to
cultural
monuments
and heritage
institutions
made
accessible for
admission

Visitors / year

26,553,793

2013

33,000,000

MA

Annual
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2.3.5 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.3.5.1Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.

In accordance with Article 3.1(e) of Regulation no. 1301/2013 on the European Regional
Development Fund, support for cultural infrastructure is restricted to small scale investments.
The proposal from the European Commission limits "small scale" projects to EUR 5 million of
total expenditure. In the case of sites inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List, the limit
is increased to EUR 10 million of total expenditure. If the European Commission adjusts these
limits, they will be provided in the documents concerning calls.

= Revitalization of a set of selected monuments

Support will be provided to the revitalization and increased attractiveness of the following set
of sites:

- sites inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage Site List,

- sites included in the UNESCO Indicative World Heritage Site list under Cultural
Heritage

- national cultural heritage sites as of 1 January 2014,

- sites listed in the indicative list of national cultural heritage sites as of 1 January 2014
(the Indicative List of NCHS).

The Indicative List of NCHS of the Ministry of Culture is maintained by the National Heritage
Institute as entrusted by the Strategy of more effective care for the heritage fund, approved by
the Government in 2011. The Indicative List of NCHS includes sites that meet the criteria set
by the Ministry of Culture. Proposals are submitted by the Ministry of Culture to the National
Heritage Institute for opinion and to the Scientific Board of the Minister of Culture for state care
of monuments for approval. From the approved Indicative List of NCHS, the Ministry of Culture
selects groups of sites (technical sites, folk architecture sites, etc.) and proposes them to the
Government to declare them a national cultural monument.

Examples of projects

The revitalization will include measures necessary for efficient access, full use, increased
attractiveness and securing of the set of sites:

- ensuring greater safety of visitors,

- removing access barriers,

- increasing the protection of the site and its security,

- restoration of sites,

- reconstruction of existing exhibitions and depositories and building new ones,
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digitization of sites and furniture,

restoration of parks and gardens attached to sets of sites,

modernization or construction of the necessary social, technical and technological
facilities.

Promotion and marketing of the sites will be funded from national sources.

Streamlining the protection and use of collection and library stocks and making
them available

Projects prepared by museums and libraries will focus on:

increased protection of collection and library stocks,

restoration protection of collection and library stocks,

ensuring greater safety of visitors,

removing access barriers,

digitization of collections and library stocks (only as part of comprehensive projects),
securing of buildings and their lighting,

reconstruction of existing exhibitions and depositories and building new ones,
modernization or construction of the necessary social, technical and technological
facilities.

Conditions for the selection of museums and libraries to be supported by IROP:

The museum is established by the State or region.

The museum administers a collection according to Act no. 122/2000 Sb., on protection
of museum collections and amending certain other acts, as amended.

Museum attendance, calculated as an annual average for the last three years, has
exceeded 30,000 visitors.

The library is established in accordance with Section 3b of Act no. 257/2001 Sb., on
libraries and conditions for the operation of public library and information services.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

visitors
owners of sites, museums and libraries or entities with the right of management

local residents and entrepreneurs

Types of beneficiaries

owners of monument sites, museums and libraries or entities with the right of

management (as registered in the Real Estate Register), except for natural persons not
pursuing business activities
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Regional focus of support

Set of cultural heritage sites and memory institutions, mentioned in chapter 2.3.5.1 Description
of the types and examples of actions. The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague
State aid

Specific Objective 3.1 will support projects in accordance with Commission Regulation no.
651/2014 of 17 June 2014, which, in accordance with Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty,
declares certain categories of aid to be compatible with the internal market; Section 11 —
Promotion of culture and conservation of cultural heritage, Article 53 Promotion of culture and
conservation of cultural heritage.

2.3.5.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations
The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are

listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability
MA IROP chooses specific acceptability criteria relevant to the activities selected in the given
call.

- The project is in line with the Integrated Strategy for the Promotion of Culture in 2020;
- The project includes a plan to make the supported set of sites available.

2.3.5.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.3.5.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan any major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.3.5.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 3.1: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2) (b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

: Target .
. Unit of Reporting
ID Indicator Fund value Data source
measurement frequency
(2023)
Number of
90501 revitalized Sights ERDF | 120 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
heritage sights
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Indicator

Unit of
measurement

Fund

Target
value
(2023)

Data source

Reporting
frequency

90703

Number of
newly
accessible and
streamlined
sub-collections
and funds

Sub-collections
/ Funds

ERDF

460

Applicant/beneficiary

Interim

91005
(CO09)

Increasing the
expected
number of
visits to
supported
cultural and
natural
monuments
and attractions

Visitors / year

ERDF

698,025

Applicant/beneficiary

Interim
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 2c of Priority Axis 3: Strengthening ICT
applications for eGovernment, eLearning, inclusion, eCulture and
eHealth.

2.3.6 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 3.2 Increasing the efficiency and transparency of public
administration by developing the use and quality of ICT systems

The aim is to achieve high quality of public administration by coordinated interconnection and
sharing of information and data of public administration (PA), completing the process of
computerization of PA agendas (eJustice, eCulture, eHealth, eProcurement, eCollection,
elLegislation and eldentity etc.), and by the introduction of full electronic submission by
developing services over the national registers. Other key areas include providing specific
information and communication systems, radio communication systems of IRS units and
functional infrastructure and data centres for PA and meeting the standards of cybersecurity
of public authorities.

The specific objective is aimed at strengthening the effectiveness and transparency of PA
through the development and use of ICT systems. Successful realization of the most important
strategic projects of the I0P, i.e. the national registers of PA, IS data boxes or CzechPOINT,
forms the basis for the next stage of the modernization of PA. Achieving an ideal state is
hindered by the fragmentation of existing systems, which reduces the possibility of their use
for PA, citizens and entrepreneurs.

In accordance with the principles of the EU's Digital Agenda, emphasis in the 2014-2020
programming period will be put on users' needs, increased confidence in electronic
transactions and data security, reduced administrative burden, simplified organizational
processes and the use of data by the PA.

Most supported activities focus on the entire Czech Republic incl. Prague. In particular, the
implementation of PA information systems with nationwide scope is impossible to be separated
for the more and less developed regions. PA services must be available throughout the Czech
Republic to all clients in comparable quality.

The basic premise and the aim of the activities is based on the principle of modern PA and
eGovernment, based on bringing public administration closer to citizens and other clients and
on the maximum simplicity and reliability of handling PA agendas at the same level of service
throughout the Czech Republic.

The strategic objectives include further development of computerization in sectors such as
eHealth, elLegislation, eCollections, eJustice etc. Another strategic objective is to achieve a
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significant degree of interoperability of health care systems to support sharing of information,
reducing costs and increasing efficiency and system performance. The implementation of
activities will bring the expected change in the form of completing full electronic submission for
individuals and entrepreneurs, the use of data by public administration, reduced red tape and
administrative burdens thanks to the computerization of processes within the PA, an increase
of confidence in electronic transactions through data security and data networks and the
completion of a single electronic identification, authentication and authorization at EU level and
ultimately strengthened capacity of PA at various levels during emergencies.

The needs analysis shows that improving the quality of electronic services and security is
required to ensure the corresponding quality of service. Support for electronic communication
between the public and PA among PA officials is one of the benefits of eGovernment.

Table 3 SO 3.2: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of : . . Target Reporting
i Region Baseline | Baseline Data
ID Indicator measureme value frequenc
category value year source
nt (2023) y
Number of Less
electronic developed | 16,417,1 29,697,7
submissions regions 42,84 2014 90.56
made .
305 Electronic
through L. MA Annual
10 ) submissions | More
Czech Point, developed
ISDS, PVS _ 1,262,85 2014 2,284,44
regions 7.14 5.43
and agenda ' '
portals
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2.3.7 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.3.7.1Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
= eGovernment

Support for projects in the field of eGovernment and ICT systems of public administration
concerning expansion, interconnection, consolidation of systems, applications and data
resources of public administration and its publishing, including cloud solutions. The aim is an
efficient and safe use of individual agendas based on the "open data" principle, the use of
collected data based on the principle of sharing of collected data and their accessibility to other
public administration entities and beyond. Another type of projects is ensuring full electronic
submission and computerization of agendas (e.g. eCulture, eHealth, eJustice, eProcurement,
eCollections, eLegislation, electronic identification, authentication and authorization).

Examples of new functionalities:

- self-service obtaining of copies from certain public administration registers and
electronic submissions to public administration,

- connecting the data resources of the public administration, construction of
centralized agenda information systems of public administration to enable data
sharing,

- ensuring operational reliability, safety, operational and safety oversight,
interconnection of major I1Ss and critical infrastructure elements with a monitoring
system, linking monitoring system CMS 2.0 to CERT NBU,

- interoperability on the national territory with an extension to the EU.

= Cybersecurity

To enhance cybersecurity, support will be provided to projects of public authorities aimed at
protecting information and communication (including radio communication) technology of PA,
including its infrastructure, in accordance with the standards defined in Act no. 181/2014 Sb.,
on cybersecurity — the creation and equipping monitoring centres, projects implementing
technical measures set out in the Cybersecurity Act (redundancy solutions, etc.).

= Specific information and communication systems and infrastructure

Creation of new and modernization of existing information and communication systems for the
needs of public administration bodies and IRS units in records management, archiving,
government connections, information systems for the needs of self-government agendas,
developing radio communications infrastructure of the State and technology.
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Examples of new functionalities:

self-service process for public officials,

integration of data fund of a public authority and its connection with other institutions
in order to share data with and use it in other public administration IS,
interoperability of the national territory with an extension to the EU, e.g. the
implementation of the system in accordance with eIDAS Regulation on electronic
identification and trust services.

logical centralization and nationwide availability of operating information systems in
public authorities,

nationwide availability of specific information and communication systems, e.g. a
system for communication for IRS units,

acceleration and simplification of internal processes and computerization of internal
processes by the establishment of standards of PA performance and by the creation
or modification of agenda information systems with potential support for procedural
progress,

improved reliability, security and throughput of operational information systems.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

- citizens
- entrepreneurs
- public administration employees

Types of beneficiaries

- state organisation unit
- publicly co-funded organizations established by State organisational units
- state organizations

- regions

- organizations established by regions

- municipalities

- organizations established by municipalities

- state enterprise

Regional focus of support

Entire Czech Republic including the City of Prague Activities are inseparable in terms of
geographic coverage. Most public authorities with nationwide scope of competences is based
in Prague and thus the investments in their ICT systems will be located in Prague.
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State aid

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.3.7.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations
The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

- The project is in line with the Strategic framework for the development of public
administration in the Czech Republic 2014+ and its implementation plans;

- approval of the Chief Architect of eGovernment for projects of local self-governing units
over CZK 15 million of total eligible costs, if they are not linked to central public
administration systems, or all projects that will be linked to the central public
administration systems, and for all projects of State organisational components.

2.3.7.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.3.7.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.3.7.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 3.2: Common and specific programme output indicators (less and more developed
regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit
of Region Target Reportin
ID Indicator meas | Fund S < Data source P <
category value (2023) frequency
urem
ent
Less
Number of developed 492.77
Numb ; .
procured regions Applicant/be .
30500 | . ] er of ERDF . Interim
information IS More neficiary
systems developed 8.1
regions
New or Less .
Featu Applicant/be .
30400 | upgraded ERDF | developed 2,968 . Interim
res ) neficiary
elements to regions
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Unit

of
Region Target Reportin
ID Indicator meas | Fund 9 g Data source P g
category value (2023) frequency
urem
ent
ensure cyber
. More
security developed 86
standards ) P
regions
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 11 of Priority Axis 3: Enhancing institutional
capacity of public authorities and stakeholders and improving the
efficiency of public administration through measures for
strengthening institutional capacity and efficiency of public
administration and public services related to the implementation of
the ERDF, contributing to the implementation of measures supported
by the ESF in the area of institutional capacity and efficiency of
public administration

2.3.8 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 3.3: Support for the preparation and implementation of spatial
planning documents

Spatial planning documents create conditions for construction and ensure sustainable
development of the territory and coordination of public and private interests. The long-term
problem in the Czech Republic is demanding territorial preparation of major investments aimed
at transport and technical infrastructure. It is spatial planning documents that define the rules
for land use and for public administration decisions with regard to the requirements of
Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council (e.g. TEN-T, TEN-E, EU Adaptation
Strategy, green infrastructure). Spatial planning documentation represents the consensus of
the relevant public administration bodies and is subject to public consultation with the
possibility of judicial review; therefore its preparation increases the transparency, quality and
speed of decision-making about the territory, preventing conflicts in the territory and
streamlining public administration. Transparency and quality of spatial planning documents are
ensured directly during their preparation and approval. This has also a positive impact on the
support for projects funded by ESIF, which is often conditional on compliance with spatial
planning documentation.

The aim of support is a comprehensive approach to the use of the territory, response to the
needs of the territory in terms of public interest, the development of the economy, climate
change, and flood hazard and also to the changing demands on public infrastructure.

In 2007-2013, IOP and RDP supported the preparation of planning analytical materials and
local plans. IROP continues to support the preparation of local plans and newly also planning
studies and regulation plans. The aim is to find strengths of the territory and reflect the
principles of sustainable and balanced development in them.
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Local plans define the basic strategy for the development of the municipality's territory,
protection of its values and its area and spatial arrangement. They are a precondition for
investment and implementation of projects financed from the ESIF.

Regulation plans set out detailed conditions for the use of land, spatial arrangement of
structures, protection of values and the character of the area and creation of a favourable
environment. IROP supports only regulation plans procured on the own initiative of the
municipality. They are prepared for territories such as those where more detailed regulation is
necessary because of increased pressure to protect public interests.

Planning studies suggest, examine and assess alternative solutions to selected problems and
form the necessary basis for decision-making in the territory. Planning studies will be used for
subsequent local planning activities, which, among other things, lays down conditions for the
implementation of changes in the territory. In IROP, planning studies are aimed at addressing
public transport and technical infrastructure of national and European importance, public
spaces and on comprehensive local plans.

Table 3 SO 3.3: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

: . . Target .
) Unit of Baseline | Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicator value
measurement value year source frequency
(2023)
Surface area
covered by the
local plan,
90210 km? 26,793 2014 45,493 MA Annual
regulatory plan
and the
planning study
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2.3.9 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.3.9.1Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
= Local plan procurement
Examples of projects

- Municipality with extended powers with a significant flood risk needs to ensure its
development and protection of its territory by allowing the implementation of
transport and technical connections and proposing flood control measures. Local
plan defines corridors for transport and technical infrastructure in an optimal variant,
with regard to the protection of the landscape and taking into account flood risks. It
will define areas for the construction and flood protection measures and
developable area in terms of a significant flood risk. Buildings and measures are
placed in accordance with this local plan.

- If a planning study focusing on public infrastructure or addressing the landscape
implies the necessity to change the local plan of a municipality with extended
powers, the change of the local plan will be supported.

= Preparation of regulatory plans not replacing planning permission
Example of project

- Theregulation plan sets out detailed conditions for the use of individual plots of land
and individual structures for municipalities with extended powers with a
conservation zone or a national park in its territory. It ensures that no structures
which could distort historical values due to their location and parameters are built
in the territory.

= Preparation of planning studies
Examples of projects
Planning study focusing on public technical infrastructure

- The construction of an underground gas storage facility is proposed within the
administrative district of a municipality with extended powers, which is crossed by
an energy corridor TEN-E (e.g. high-pressure gas pipeline). The municipality with
extended powers needs to use a planning study in its administrative district to
examine in detail the territory in terms of the local plan with regard to local
conditions.
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Planning study focusing on public transport infrastructure

The administrative district of the municipality with extended powers has a transport
corridor mentioned in the Spatial development policy (SPD) located within its
territory (e.g. expressway R). The municipality with extended powers needs to
explore the optimum possibility of the corridor's route, taking into account all
aspects, e.g. in relation to protected areas, including Natura 2000, floodplain areas,
other connected transport and technical infrastructure and settlements.

Planning studies focusing on public spaces

Municipality with extended powers may use a planning study to examine alternative
plans for public spaces in its administrative district, specifying its definition, taking
into account the nature of the buildings as well as the possibility of filling vacant
lots, defining green areas, rest and relaxation areas and in particular examining the
need for the transport connection and designing pedestrian routes and zones. On
the basis of this planning study, it is possible to conceptually deal with important
central public space to meet the needs of local residents and the settlement itself.

Planning studies focusing on the landscape

A planning study of landscape in the administrative district of the municipality with
extended powers addresses conceptual problems of landscape, for example it
proposes measures to achieve or maintain the target characteristics of the
landscape, systemic conditions for solving specific problems of the landscape, e.g.
territory with poor environmental stability, erosion and flood control, conditions for
maintaining biodiversity, protecting Natura 2000 sites, passableness of landscape,
coordination of land use with regard to economic use, recreation, placing public
transport and technical infrastructure, natural and civilizational values, etc. This
study will be particularly useful for preparing local plans and specific follow-up
implementation measures leading to the achievement of principles of sustainable
development, the European Landscape Convention, EU Adaptation Strategy and
ensuring green infrastructure.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

public administration
citizens

entrepreneurs

nature protection entities
municipalities

regions
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Types of beneficiaries
- municipalities
Regional focus of support

The entire Czech Republic excluding the City of Prague

State aid

Specific Objective 3.3 will only support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

In individual cases it will be assessed whether the spatial planning documents constitute State
aid. In the case of cumulative fulfilment of defining elements, support will be provided to
projects in accordance with Regulation no. 1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application
of Article 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis
aid. The total amount of de minimis aid granted to a single territorial self- governing unit over
a three-year period may not exceed EUR 200,000, regardless of the form of aid or the objective
pursued and regardless of whether the aid is financed fully or partially from EU funds.

2.3.9.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

Specific criteria of acceptability

Planning studies focused on public infrastructure must meet at least one of the following
criteria:

- planning study of an MEP is prepared for a public technical infrastructure project in
relation to the TEN-E or projects resulting from the SDP for the administrative
district of the MEP;

- planning study of an MEP is prepared for a public transport infrastructure project in
relation to the TEN-T or projects resulting from the SDP for the administrative
district of the MEP;

- planning studies of the MEP is prepared for public spaces in accordance with local
plans for selected territory of the administrative district of the MEP.

Planning studies focused on local plans must meet the following criteria:

- the planning study addresses landscape in detail in all respects in relation to green
infrastructure, EU Adaptation Strategy, flood protection and the European
Landscape Convention in the administrative district of the MEP.
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2.3.9.3 Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.3.9.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan any major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.3.9.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 3.3: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2) (b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

; Target ;
. Unit of Reporting
ID Indicator Fund value Data source
measurement frequency
(2023)
Number of
local plans,
regulatory . - .
9 02 00 Documents ERDF 390 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim

plans and
planning
studies
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2.3.10 Performance framework

Table 6 PO 3: Performance framework of the priority axis, (Article 96(2)(b)(v) of and Annex Il to
Regulation no. 1303/1013)

Explanat
Indicator or ion of
Indicat key step in Unit of Region . Final indicator
| Fun Milestone . Data
or the measurem catego objectiv relevanc
D | . d for 2018 source .
type implementa ent ry e (2023) e, if
tion applicabl
e
Less
develop 70,983,17 | 914,492,
' . ed 1.15 548
financi Total )
e region
al certified ERD gions
indicat | | eligible EUR F MA )
g dit More
or expenditure
xpendit develop | 1,344371. | 18,156,
ed 15 554
regions
9 .
0 Number of Less Applican
revitalized _ ERD | develop t
output | 5 ) Sights 8 120 -
0 heritage F ed Ibenefici
1 sights regions ary
Less
develop
3 d 39.7636 492.77
0 Number of € _ Applican
procured Number of | ERD regions t
output |5 || . i
0 |nfotrmat|on IS F More /benefici
o | YSEmS develop ary
0.2364 8.1
ed
regions
9 Number of
0 local plans, Less Applican
regulatory Document | ERD | develop t
output | 2 45 390 -
0 plans and s F ed Ibenefici
0 plan.nlng regions ary
studies
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2.3.11

Categories of intervention

Tables 7 — 11 Categories of intervention (Article 96 (2)(b)(vi) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund and region categories:

ERDF, less developed regions

Dimension 4: Area

Dimension 1: Area of | Dimension 2: Form | Dimension 3: Type of Dimension 5:
. . . . performance i S
intervention of funding territory . Thematic Objective
mechanism
Cod Co Cod
e € Code |€ Code |€ de |€ e €
78 | 332,704,282.68| 01 | 777,318,665.00| 07 | 777,318,665.00| 01 58,230,610.76 | 02 | 344,948,212.00
81 12,243,929.32 05 12,867,272.73 | 06 | 425,278,328.00
85 17,011,133.12 07 | 706,220,781.51( 11 7,092,125.00
94 | 408,267,194.88
96 7,092,125.00
Fund and region categories:
ERDF, more developed regions
. . . . . . Dimension 4: Area ) .
Dimension 1: Area of | Dimension 2: Form | Dimension 3: Type Dimension 5:
i . ) ) performance ) .
intervention of funding of territory ) Thematic Objective
mechanism
Cod Co Cod
Code | € e € de |€ Code | € e €
78 8,112,292.52 | 01 9,078, 277.00 | 01 9,078, 277.00| 07 9,078, 277.00| 02 9,078, 277.00
81 965,984.48
2.3.12 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including,

where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of
authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries

Priority Axis 3 does not envisage any specific use of technical assistance funds beyond the
activities described in Priority Axis 5.
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2.4Description of priority axes other than technical assistance —
Priority Axis 4

(Article 96(2)(b) of the General Regulation 1303/2013)

24.1 Priority Axis 4: Community-led local development

The entire priority axis will be implemented exclusively through financial instruments

The entire priority axis will be implemented exclusively through financial instruments at EU level

The entire priority axis will be implemented exclusively through community-led local development

2.4.2 Reasoning for the creation of a priority axis which includes more
than one category of regions or more than one thematic objective or fund

The preparation of the priority axes relied on the following key documents: Common Guidelines
of the European Commission DG Agriculture, Employment, and Mare and Regional policy for
CLLD in ESIF and the Partnership Agreement. Priority Axis 4 Community- led local
development is focused on improving the quality of life and exploiting the potential of the rural
areas. CLLD facilitates the involvement of citizens at local level in addressing social and
economic problems defined in the Partnership Agreement such as the disparities between rural
and urban areas. This is a cross-cutting priority axis, which builds on the investment priority
9d) Investing in community-led local development strategies, as defined in Article 5(9)(d) of
Regulation no. 1301/2013. This priority axis contributes to the achievement of thematic
objectives — TO 4 Supporting the shift towards low-carbon economy in all sectors, TO 5
Promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention and management, TO 6 Preserving and
protecting the environment and promoting resource efficiency, TO 7 Promoting sustainable
transport and removing bottlenecks in key network infrastructures, TO 9 Promoting social
inclusion, combating poverty and discrimination, TO 10 Investing in education, training and
vocational training for skills and lifelong learning and TO 11 Increasing institutional capacity of
public authorities.

The key factor for CLLD success is local knowledge, which leads to better targeting of support
and development of cooperation among stakeholders at the local level. This brings new ideas
and their joint implementation. An important aspect of using CLLD is community involvement
at local action group level in decision-making on project selection. LAGs are responsible for
the compliance of the projects supported in the region within their competence with the
objectives set out in their strategy. The responsibility for achieving the objectives of the strategy
is aimed at the community, which the LAG represents. Support will be provided to projects
which meet the SCLLD objectives and are selected by the appropriate LAG.
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The application of the CLLD methods in the Czech Republic developed very intensively. Long-
term evaluation of initiatives and methods shows that it produces high-quality and beneficial
results. It involves local actors who contribute to the creation of favourable conditions for local
development, which is one of the main attributes of how the method works. It contributes to
more efficient use of local resources.

Successful development can be achieved by the implementation of a well-prepared SCLLD,
which defines development priorities. In addition to development objectives, it is important to
define measures leading to their fulfilment. By supporting the method, it is possible to achieve
greater cost-effectiveness in the use of public resources — by using a more accurate
assessment of the project's relevance for the locality and the synergies of individual ESIF
programmes.

Continuity of specific objective with investment priority:

Investment Priority Specific Objective

4.1 Strengthening community-led local development

IP 9d: Investing in community-led local development ) . o
to improve the quality of life in rural areas and to

strategies mobilise local potential.

4.2 Strengthening the capacity of community-led
IP 9d: Investing in community-led local development local development to improve management and
strategies administration skills of LAGs

24.1 Fund, region category and basis for the calculation of EU support

Fund ERDF

Region category less developed regions

Basis for calculation (total eligible | total eligible expenditure
expenditure  or  eligible  public
expenditure)
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 9d of Priority Axis 4: Investing in
community-led local development strategies

2.4.2 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 4.1: Strengthening community-led local development to improve
the quality of life in rural areas and to mobilise local potential

Rural areas in the Czech Republic are often a place of the accumulation of negative
phenomena and characteristics arising from inadequate endowment of the territory with
services and infrastructure, poor functioning of local economy, lack of jobs, poor transport
accessibility or insufficient use of resources.

The Specific Objective is designed to make the supported activities contribute to reducing local
unemployment, better exploit the economic potential of rural areas, improve the situation of
persons socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion, protect the cultural heritage and
develop local services and transport services.

The primary and overarching objective is the contribution to balanced and sustainable territorial
development of rural areas by reducing regional disparities with respect to peripheral areas,
the long-term stabilization of rural areas, preventing the outflow of people and exploitation of
endogenous potential. Setting the territorial scope of CLLD follows from the experience of the
programming period 2007-2013. Currently, the territorial coverage is embodied in the
government document “Methodology to standardize LAGs.” Given the overall number of LAGs,
ITls and IADPs, the territorial coverage of CLLD will not extend beyond what is provided in the
government document.

In comparison with other European countries of similar size, the Czech Republic is home to
many more individual municipalities. Based on the agreement between DG Agriculture, DG
Regional policy and the CSO, rural areas are considered to include sparsely populated areas,
which make up 86% of the entire territory of the Czech Republic (i.e. 5,773 out of the total of
6,251 municipalities). Approximately 80% of the municipalities have fewer than 1,000
inhabitants and have the most serious problems in providing basic services to the population.
According to the census data from 2011, the oldest demographic area are being formed on the
border between Central Bohemia, Pilsen, South Bohemia and the Vysocina regions. These
areas mostly include sparsely populated municipalities with poor access to employment
centres that are not attractive to the younger generation. Conversely, the youngest areas
include the Central Bohemia region, more specifically the hinterland of Prague, and Usti and
Moravian- Silesian regions, although even here a decrease in population aged 0-14 years has
been reported. In connection with the change of population structure and its focus on customer-
oriented approach, public services will gain in importance in the future. In the context of an
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aging population, social and health services are becoming an inevitable part of municipal
interest.

The unemployment rate in 2011 was slightly higher in rural areas (9.9%) than in urban areas
(9.7%). The analysis of the Union of Towns and Municipalities of the Czech Republic suggests
that 38% of respondents consider the main problem of municipalities to be the state of
municipal roads. Approximately 20% of those surveyed considered the main problems to be
transport accessibility, which may be one of the barriers to rural economic development. More
than 55% of those surveyed sees a problem in the lack of job opportunities in rural areas and
the distances of their homes from work, schools, medical care and services, which need to be
covered.

Impact of projects on the environment and sustainable development will be monitored by
environmental monitoring indicators ENVI Ml — 7 51 10 — "The number of persons transported
by public transport” and 3 61 11 — "The amount of emissions of primary particles and
precursors of secondary particles within the supported projects”.

Table 3 SO 4.1: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of
. . Target .
) measu | Baseline Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicator value
remen value year source frequency
N (2023)
The share of public
251 transport in the
20 total output of % 30 2011 35 Statistics Annual
passenger
transport
Number of exposed
areas with )
575 ) Territor
20 inadequate 108 2014 48 MA Annual
preparedness of y
IRS units
675 Capacity of
10 services and social | Clients | 1,121 2014 7,270 MA Annual
work
Average number of
553 . Person
persons using 1,388 2014 9,634 MA Annual
20 . . slyear
social housing
104 Unemployment rate
11 in people with the % 28.5 2012 22 Statistics Annual
lowest education
Average length of
574 hospitalization in
10 institutions of long- | Days 115 2012 103 MA Annual
term psychiatric
care
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Unit of
. . Target )
) measu | Baseline Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicator value
remen value year source frequency
" (2023)

500 Statistics

Share of early school % 54 2013 50 Annual
30 leavers

Share of three-
500 year-old children
20 placed in pre- % 77.3 2013 90.5 Statistics Annual

school

establishments

Number of visits to

cultural monuments .

. Visitor

910 and heritage

o s/ 26,553,793 | 2013 33,000,000 | MA Annual
10 institutions made

. year

accessible for

admission

Surface area
902 covered by the
10 local plan, km? 26,793 2014 45,493 MA Annual

regulatory plan and

the planning study
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2.4.3 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.4.3.1Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

Supported activities include those that meet the objectives set out by the SCLLD. The
implemented activities are in line with the substantive and territorial focus and conditions set
out in the specific objectives of IROP. Selected activities include monitoring indicators set out
in the specific objectives of IROP and contribute to their achievement.

The aim is that the implemented projects have a clear impact on rural areas and contribute to
job creation, development of the local economy, infrastructure and public facilities in rural
areas.

Priority Axis 4 supports the activities of Priority Axes 1, 2 and 3, namely the following Specific
Objectives:

- SO0 1.2 Increasing ;the share of sustainable forms of transport

- SO 1.3 Increasing readiness for action to deal with and manage risks and disasters

- SO 2.1 Improving the gquality and availability of services leading to social inclusion

- SO 2.2 Emergence of new and development of existing business activities in the
field of social entrepreneurship;

- SO 2.3 Development of infrastructure for the delivery of health services and health
care;

- SO 2.4: Increasing the quality and availability of infrastructure for education and
lifelong learning;

- SO 3.1 More efficient presentation, strengthening the protection and development
of cultural heritage;

- SO 3.3: Support for the preparation and implementation of spatial planning
documents.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

Residents and visitors of rural areas that fall within the LAG territory with an approved local
development strategy.

Types of beneficiaries

Entities that implement projects within the approved strategies of community-led local
development in the LAG territory. Categories of beneficiaries are specified in the individual
specific objectives of IROP.
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Regional focus of support

Rural areas with an approved strategy of community-led local development, consisting of
administrative territories of municipalities with fewer than 25,000 inhabitants. The LAG size
may not be less than 10 000 inhabitants and may not exceed 100 000 inhabitants. Projects
are carried out in accordance with the territorial dimension, as defined for each specific
objective.

State aid

Projects will be supported in line with State aid rules laid down for each specific objectives.

In accordance with Article 120(5) of Regulation no. 1303/2013, co-financing rate increases
by 10 percentage points if the whole priority axis is delivered through community-led local
development.

2.4.3.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

Announcements of calls:
1) at program level: calls are announced by the Managing Authority of IROP,

2) at local level, calls are announced by the strategy promoter — local action group.
For evaluation carried out by MASs, the mandatory procedure is set out in Chapter 7.1. Specific
acceptability criteria are set out under each specific objective. The LAGs may add their own
criteria for the selection of operations that take into account local priorities.

2.4.3.3Planned use of financial instruments

In the Specific Objective 4.1, the use of financial instruments will be in line with the conditions
set out for each specific objective.

2.4.3.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.4.3.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 4.1: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

i Unit of Target value Reporting
ID Indicator Fund Data source
measurement (2023) frequency
Number of
supported
90001 Strategy ERDF | 160 MA Annual
CLLD
strategies
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 9d of Priority Axis 4: Investing in
community-led local development strategies

2.4.4 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 4.2: Strengthening the capacity of community-led local
development to improve management and administration skills of LAGs

Following an agreement of the managing authorities of the operational programmes, IROP has
been determined as the main programme for the funding of operating and animation costs of
LAGs. These costs are eligible even if the strategy is focused on one operational programme.

The local level of rural settlements is typical for a wide variety of needs and challenges that
each area faces. When identifying them, it is necessary to find a solution with a direct impact
on the territory, provided that the local community has the organizational, technical and
financial capacity to address them.

The LEADER or CLLD methods are implemented through LAGs. Their main task is to activate
the citizens of the micro-region, build partnerships and promote volunteering activities at all
levels of the activities of the rural population (Article 34(3) of the General Regulation).

Most LAGs which were created in the Czech Republic in the period 2004-2013 have
experience in preparing and implementing local development strategies and the administration
of smaller projects. Implementing multi-sectoral operations, including innovative aspects, is
difficult to coordinate and requires substantial human capital which is significantly limited in
rural areas and transferred to urban centres with respect to the outflow of young people.

In the previous programming period, the CLLD method was implemented only in the Rural
Development Programme, which, however, lacked sufficient funds that would allow significant
impact on the territory and implementation of development policy. There were no unified
monitoring indicators, so it was very difficult to evaluate the success of LAGs in implementing
SCLLD and compare them with each other. Based on this experience, the Ministry of
Agriculture, in collaboration with the Ministry of Regional Development, Ministry of Finance and
the relevant managing authorities, prepared a methodology to standardize the LAGs. Too
detailed formulation of eligible costs in RDP under Action IV 1.1 LAGs and inconsistent
interpretation of the various regional offices of SAIF resulted in complications and financial
losses (non-recognition of costs, penalties) for LAGs in the first phase of implementation of the
RDP. In the course of the programme, cooperation between MoA, SAIF and NN LAG led to a
significant improvement. Of the more than one hundred LAGs in the Czech Republic, most
managed to successfully meet the set objectives. The RDP led to the increased capacity of
LAGs consisting in attracting and retaining quality staff, increasing the number of active
members, the formation of partnerships among stakeholders active in the region from various
sectors as well as in the growth of expertise, skills and readiness of LAG partners and local
applicants.
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Table 3 SO 4.2: Specific programme results indicators, according to specific objective (less
developed regions), (Article 96(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Unit of . . Target .
. Baseline | Baseline Reporting
ID Indicators measure value Data source
value year frequency
ment (2023)
Success rate of
802 10 project % 73 2015 75 MA Annual
applications
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2.4.5 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.4.5.1Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
= Preparatory support

Preparatory support, which consist of capacity building, training and networking with a view to
preparing and implementing a community-led local development strategy (Article 35 of the
General Regulation), e.g. training activities, studies, consultation on strategy preparation.

In recent years, LAGs received funding for SCLLD preparatory support from OP TA, RDP
2007-2013 and regions. In the preparatory support phase of IROP, support is provided to
activities related to the finalization of the integrated strategy. These activities are eligible under
the condition that the LAG submits an application to the call for integrated strategies by the
end of 2016. Concerning preparatory support, funds are provided until 2017. In the following
years, support is provided only to those LAGs, which have an approved SCLLD.

= Operating activities

Activities associated with the implementation of SCLLD, e.g. preparing and announcing calls,
receiving applications, evaluation and selection of projects, monitoring and evaluation of
SCLLD implementation, SCLLD updates, development of professional and organizational
capacity of LAGs.

= Apimation

Activities beyond the mandatory activities that the LAG decides to implement to better
implement the strategy. These include promoting partnerships, cooperation and information
exchange between local stakeholders, informing about the focus of SCLLD and its promotion
and animation of school facilities on the LAG territory.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups
Persons involved in implementing the strategy of community-led local development

Types of beneficiaries
Local action groups with legal personality:

— a publicly beneficial company pursuant to Act no. 248/1995 Sb., on publicly beneficial
companies, as amended,

— association pursuant to Sections 214 and 3045 of Act no. 89/2012 Sb., the Civil Code,
as amended,
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— institute pursuant to Sections 214 and 402 of Act no. 89/2012 Sb., the Civil Code, as
amended,

— professional association of legal persons pursuant to Section 20, letter f) of Act No
40/1964 Coll., the Civil Code, as amended.

Regional focus of support

Support is provided to rural areas with an approved strategy of community-led local
development, consisting of administrative territories of municipalities with fewer than 25,000
inhabitants. The LAG size may not be less than 10 000 inhabitants and may not exceed
100 000 inhabitants.

State aid

Specific Objective 4.2 will support only projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.4.5.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations
Specific criteria of acceptability

— The LAG has been granted the Certificate of LAG Standards;

— the LAG has submitted a strategy of community-led local development to the call for
CLLD strategies (this does not concern expenditure on animation for school
establishments);

the LAGs are required to observe the principles of LEADER, one of the fundamental principles
of community led local development is an approved strategy of the LAG. LAGs are entitled to

apply for funds from this specific objective if they have an approved strategy.

2.4.5.3Planned use of financial instruments

With regard to the focus of the specific objective, use of financial instruments is not expected.

2.4.5.4Planned use of major projects

Irrelevant for Specific Objective 4.2.
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2.4.5.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 4.2: Common and specific programme output indicators (less developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

. Target .
) Unit of Reporting
ID Indicator Fund value Data source
measurement frequency
(2023)

Number of
calls
successfully . - .
93508 | . Calls ERDF | 3,023 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
implemented
by a local
action group
Number of
training
sessions,
82000 | seminars, Activities ERDF | 5,728 Applicant/beneficiary | Interim
workshops
and
conferences

2.4.6 Performance framework

Table 6 PA 4. Performance framework of the priority axis (less developed regions), (Article
96(2)(b)(v) of and Annex Il to Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Indicator or .
. . . . Explanation
. key step in Unit of Milesto Final Data .
Indicator L of indicator
ID the measur | Fund ne for objective sourc .
type : relevance, if
implementa | ement 2018 (2023) e i
. applicable
tion
financial - Total EUR ERD | 13,676,9 | 410,066,992. | MA _
indicator certified F 09.20 0
eligible
expenditure
output 900 Number of Strategi | ERD | 160 160 | MA _
01 supported es F
CLLD
strategies
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2.4.7 Categories of intervention

Tables 7 — 11 Categories of intervention (Article 96 (2)(b)(vi) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund and region categories:
ERDF, less developed regions

. . : . . : Dimension 4: . . .
Dimension 1: Area | Dimension 2: Form | Dimension 3: Type of Dimension 5: Thematic
. . . ) Area performance o
of intervention of funding territory ) Objective
mechanism

Cod Co

e € Code € Code € de € Code €

97 | 389,563,642.00( 01 389,563,642.00 | 03 389,563,642.00 | 06 | 389,563,642.00 09 389,563,642.00

2.4.8 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including,
where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of

authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries

Priority Axis 4 does not envisage any use of technical assistance funds beyond the activities
described in Priority Axis 5.
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2.5Description of priority axes for technical assistance — Priority

AXxis 5
(Article 96(2)(b) of the General Regulation 1303/2013)

2.5.1 Priority Axis 5: Technical assistance

Priority Axis 5 is a cross-cutting priority area, which covers all other priority axes and areas in

IROP during programming period 2014-2020.

2.5.2 Reason for determining a priority axis which covers more than one

region category
Not relevant for Priority Axis 5

2.5.3 Fund and region categories

Fund ERDF
Region category less developed regions
Basis for calculation (total total eligible expenditure

eligible expenditure or eligible
public expenditure)
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2.5.4 Specific objectives and expected results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 5.1: Ensuring high-quality management and implementation of
the programme

The main objective is to contribute to achieving the objectives of the operational programme
through the creation of conditions for high-quality and efficient management of IROP and for
proper utilization of financial allocations according to the rules laid down by European and
national legislation. Technical assistance provides support activities of IROP's Managing
Authority and the Centre for Regional Development of the Czech Republic in order to increase
the effectiveness of support.

Experience from previous programming periods clearly shows that the success of an
operational programme depends on its effective administration and the quality and efficient
implementation of projects. Therefore, interventions under this priority axis will promote
increased quality and efficiency of management structures, improving competencies, human
resource skills and ensuring functional and efficient systems and tools. The proposed
measures will focus on central and regional levels.

The main implementation weaknesses identified in previous programmes included mainly
management of programmes with several IBs, unpreparedness of the final beneficiaries to
implement investment projects and shortcomings in announcing procurement procedures.
Annex no. 6 presents the experience from implementing programmes in 2007—2013 and major
shortcomings, both in the administration and in the various thematic areas. Priority Axis 5 will
address the removal of identified shortcomings and the effective implementation of the
programme in order to meet the objectives of the programme.

In the programming period 2014+, the number of operational programmes in the Czech
Republic as well as the number of providers were reduced compared to the previous period.
IROP has only one grant provider — the Ministry of Regional Development. At the same time,
the number of intermediary bodies was reduced, these bodies now being the Centre for
Regional Development and the intermediary bodies of ITI promoters.

Problematic experience from SF implementation in 2007—2013 included high turnover at MA
and 1B, with experienced staff leaving their jobs. The turnover was mainly due to political
influence and the transfer of employees between the bodies of the implementation structure.
The stability of the administrative capacity was also negatively affected by the high demand of
the private sector for SF specialists and a lower ability of the public sector to motivate
employees. Good implementation of IROP especially requires stable employee teams in the
implementation structure and the related staff training. Model calculation of the administrative
capacity necessary for the implementation of IROP is based on the assumption that each
employee will receive approximately the same share of the allocation as in the previous period.
The estimation included simplification, rationalization and computerization of agendas.

Despite the allocation of substantial technical assistance funds to support administrative
capacity (labour costs of the implementation structure employees), the MAs and IBs do not
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have such administrative and technical capacity to fully abandon the outsourcing of certain
types of services. However, outsourcing will not apply to services that can be internally
provided by the implementation structure (e.g. preparation of the Operational Manual of IROP).
When deciding on contracting activities outside the implementation structure, the 3E principle
will apply?.

2.5.5

Result indicator

Table 12 SO 5.1: Specific programme result indicators (Article 96(2)(c)(ii) of Regulation No.

1303/2013)
. . . Target .
; Unit of Baseline | Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicator value
measurement value year source frequency
(2023)
825 Number of FTE 57.78 2014 169.9 MA Annual
20 permanently
employed staff
of the
implementation
structure
8 08 The absorption | % 0 2015 100 MA Annual
10 rate of the
programme

from English Economy, Efficiency, Effectiveness
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2.5.6 Measures to be supported and their expected contribution to the
specific objectives

The essence of the specific objective is to ensure the administration and monitoring of the
programme, combined with effective implementation, and ensuring the effective functioning
and implementation of the programme strategy leading to reinforcing the absorption capacity
and the smooth and effective take-up of financial allocation of the programme.

The prerequisites for achieving this objective mainly include professional human resources,
uniformly and clearly elaborated program documentation and procedures for implementation,
targeted communications strategy, determined information links to the public and target
groups.

Emphasis is also placed on the fight against corruption in connection with the Strategy to
combat fraud and corruption concerning the use of CSF funds in 2014-2020, which was
integrated in the control documents of IROP. During the implementation of the IROP, use will
be made of horizontal recommendations set out in a reporting mechanism on the fight against
corruption, from the European Commission decision of 6 June 2011. Important tools for
eliminating corruption are SME, eProcurement, codes of ethics, State Service Act and
systematic training of employees in the fight against corruption.

To improve public awareness about EU funds, it is necessary to ensure good media coverage
and targeting of information and communication campaigns directly on potential applicants and
beneficiaries through the preparation of the programme and the programming period by means
of consultations and counselling, specialized seminars, publications and user-friendly
programme websites.

The results the MA IROP wishes to achieve:

- optimal setting of the administrative capacity for effective programme management,

- ensuring optimal conditions to reduce implementation structure staff turnover,

- better education and training to ensure adequate quality of human resources,

- preparing clear rules, manuals and methodologies to eliminate frequent changes,
differing interpretations and the resulting mistakes, and to simplify procedures,

- effective use and transfer of information,

- effective actions and meetings of the IROP Monitoring Committee, working groups and
teams,

- effective settings of the control and monitoring system,

- strengthening and ensuring the absorption capacity of the programme,

- better public awareness about the programme,

- higher success rate of project applications,

- ensuring optimum utilization of programme funds through good projects and efficient
use of the results of evaluation studies,
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- implementation of IROP's anti-corruption strategy and preventing the risk of conflicts of
interest by using ARACHNE, a tool for identifying potentially risky projects, in order to
minimize the risk of fraud and corruption,

- reducing administrative burden for applicants and beneficiaries.

2.5.6.1 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

Supported activities will lead to increasing the quality and effectiveness of management
structures, to increasing the competencies, human resource skills and to ensuring a functional
and efficient systems and tools.

Examples of supported activities leading to the achievement of specific objectives:

- Management, implementation and monitoring of the programme — allocation of

max

. 10.5 % of the SO

technical and operational provision for the functions of MA IROP and IBs
creation and updating of uniform methodological documents, manuals,
guidelines and recommendations,

ensuring the selection, evaluation, administration and monitoring of projects,
document archiving,

activities of IROP's Monitoring Committee,

preparing external expert opinions and analyses to assess the accuracy and
functionality of the implementation process systems,

completion of the implementation of the programming period 2007-2013,
ex-post evaluation of the programme,

preparation of the programming period 2021+,

ex-ante evaluation, SEA,

preparation of evaluations according to Articles 54-57 of the General
Regulation, the implementation of IROP's Evaluation Plan, supporting studies
and analyses,

the transfer of good practice into the preparation of the programming period
2021+,

setting and ensuring checks (e.g. procurement check) in order to minimize
errors and irregularities,

ensuring anti-corruption mechanisms in line with the Strategy to combat fraud
and corruption concerning the use of CSF funds in the period 2013—-2014, with
the Government strategy to combat corruption 2020-2014 and the EU Anti-
Corruption Report.
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- Support for administrative capacity — allocation max. 84.5 % of the SO

rewarding employees involved in the preparation and implementation of the
programme,

educating the implementation structure, seminars, workshops, international
exchange of experiences,

activities of external experts,

- Support for applicants and beneficiaries — allocation min. 1 % of the SO

seminars and training for applicants and beneficiaries,

consulting and advisory services in project preparation,

exchange of experience, best practices, networking,

measures to reduce the administrative burden for applicants, beneficiaries and
implementation structure bodies,

consulting services for applicants leading to an increase in the absorption
capacity of the programme,

developing research studies and surveys aimed at further developing the
programme.

- Publicity and promotion — allocation max. 4 % of the SO

programme  promotion through seminars, information campaigns,
communication through the media,

development, management, and technical support of information and
communication tools,

ensuring programme publicity through promotional materials.

Identification of the main target groups

public

applicants
Beneficiaries

implementation structure employees
integrated strategy promoters

Types of beneficiaries

- IROP MA

- CRD

State aid

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.
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Complementary and synergistic relationship with OP TA
1) Financing labour costs of the administrative capacity

OP TA finances labour costs of the central bodies involved, at horizontal level, in implementing
the ESIF, i.e. MA OP TA, NCA, PCA of the Ministry of Finance, Audit Authority of the Ministry
of Finance and European territorial cooperation. OP TA pays part of operational and labour
costs of ITI promoters.

Technical assistance of IROP finances only employees implementing the IROP.
2) The system of administrative capacity education

OP TA finances education at a horizontal level and provides for educational activities relating
to common themes, applicable across all operational programmes.

Technical assistance under IROP provides for educational activities in specific areas of the
operational programme.

3) Ensuring the absorption capacity

The OPTA primarily focuses the absorption capacity on the communication of the Partnership
Agreement and creating a basic awareness of ESIF, where the main target group consists of
potential applicants.

The main part of the surveys of and support for absorption capacity is financed through
technical assistance under IROP.

4) Single monitoring system 2014+

OP TA allows financing of all activities related to the operation, administration, system support,
hardware upgrade, licenses, Data Warehouse, technical interface implementation, user
training in MS2014+ and other systems in relation to the single monitoring system 2014+, the
central development of MS2014+, resulting from EU legislative requirements of the EU and
the Czech Republic, including related government documents, methodical regulations to
implement ESIF at the central level and suggestions for optimizing the method of
implementation of some functionalities on which all MAs agree.

2.5.6.20utput indicators which are expected to contribute to the results

Table 13 SO 5.1: Output indicators (Article 96(2)(c)(iv) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

. Unit of
ID Indicator Target value (2023) Data source
measurement

Number of created . . . .
8 02 00 . ) ) Unique materials | 350 Applicant/beneficiary
information materials

Number of meetings of
8 06 00 authorities, working or Meetings 150 Applicant/beneficiary
advisory groups
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Indicator

Unit of
measurement

Target value (2023)

Data source

82200

Purchase of materials,
goods and services
needed to ensure
implementation of the
programme

CzK

150,000,000

Applicant/beneficiary

8 05 00

The number of written
and published analytical
and strategic documents
(incl. evaluation)

Documents

12

Applicant/beneficiary

82000

Number of training
sessions, seminars,
workshops and
conferences

Activities

750

Applicant/beneficiary

6 00 00

Total number of
participants

Persons

18,000

Applicant/beneficiary

80001

Number of information
and publicity activities
carried out

Activities

60

Applicant/beneficiary

80103

Number of created
communication tools

Tools

20

Applicant/beneficiary

82500

Number of jobs funded
by the programme

FTE

407.4

Applicant/beneficiary

82300

Quantity of newly
acquired equipment

Inventory
numbers

6,000

Applicant/beneficiary

2.5.7

Categories of intervention

Tables 14-16 Categories of interventions (Article 96(2)(c)(v) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund and region categories:
ERDF, less developed regions

Dimension 1: Area of intervention Dimension 2: Form of funding Dimension 3: Type of territory
Code € Code € Code €
121 128,459,214.98 01 138,874,827.00 01 138,874,827.00
122 4,860,618.95
123 5,554,993.07
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2.6 Description of priority axes other than Technical assistance —
Priority Axis 6

(Article 96(2)(b) of the General Regulation 1303/2013; REACT-EU Regulation)

2.6.1 Priority Axis 6: REACT-EU

The entire priority axis is dedicated to REACT-EU X

2.6.2 Reasoning for the creation of a priority axis which includes more
than one category of regions or more than one thematic objective or fund

This chapter is irrelevant for Priority Axis 6 based on Annex | to Implementing Regulation No
288/2014, as amended by Implementing Regulation No 2021/435.

2.6.3 Fund, region category and basis for the calculation of EU support

Fund ERDF REACT-EU
Category of regions irrelevant
Basis for calculation (total eligible Total eligible expenditure

expenditure or eligible public
expenditure)
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 13 of Priority Axis 6: Fostering crisis repair
in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and its social
consequences and preparing a green, digital and resilient recovery
of the economy

2.6.4 Specific objectives corresponding to the priority and expected
results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 6.1: REACT-EU

The aim of the activities is to strengthen the Czech Republic's ability to respond to the crisis
related to COVID-19, which affected the entire territory of the Czech Republic. All activities
have a direct or indirect link to the COVID crisis.

The aim of the measure is to strengthen the resilience of the health system and maintain its
functionality, improve the system of preparedness of entities involved in dealing with threats,
especially hospitals, regional hygienic stations, support the development and equipment of
hospital infectious departments with regard to pandemic situations and potential threats. In
order to ensure sufficient hospital capacity and reduce the mortality of the pandemic, it is
necessary to strengthen the resilience of the backbone network of health care providers,
especially ICUs, AROs, diagnostic and intervention sites, increase and modernize laboratory
capacity. Given the high morbidity and mortality and socio-economic impacts of COVID-19, it
is also necessary to support the care of particularly vulnerable groups of patients.

IRS units in the performance of activities such as transport of patients and persons with
suspected infection, decontamination, distribution of protective means, evacuation of persons
and activities related to ensuring protection of the population, closure of affected areas,
protection of internal borders, comes into direct contact with sick persons with COVID-19 as
well as contaminated areas. The units must be properly equipped with specialized technology,
equipment, and protective means, including safe and capacity-appropriate facilities, resistant
to changes in climatic conditions, which will allow adequate care for emergency equipment and
create conditions for the operation of IRS units. In order to acquire the necessary knowledge
and skills in the units, it is necessary to ensure their professional education and training.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, there was an increase in cyber attacks on a number of
targets, especially on public administration institutions. ICT IRS must be sufficiently secured
and resilient to these attacks (including their modernization), while ensuring an increased
number of remote authorized accesses.

The social infrastructure has also been significantly affected by the pandemic, and it has shown
to be inadequately materially and technically prepared. Some types of the service also have
multi-bed rooms without separate spaces for personal hygiene. All of those dispositions
substantially facilitate the spreading of any viral disease. Apart from a higher energy efficiency
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the activity will improve the provision of the care, ensure new needed capacities as well as

equipment with new technologies.

The impact on the environment and sustainable development will be monitored by internal
environmental indicators ENVI 3 23 00 — Reducing the final energy consumption of supported
entities, and 3 60 10 (CO34) — Estimated annual reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

Table 3 SO 6.1: Programme-specific result indicators, by specific objective (Article 96 (2), first
subparagraph, point (b) (ii) of Regulation No. 1303/2013)

Unit of ) . . Target Reporting
. Region Baseline | Baseline Data
ID Indicator measure value frequenc
category value year source
ment (2023) y
Capacities of
modernized
and highly
57910 o Beds N/R 44,408 2019 38,368 MA Annually
specialized
follow-up health
care
Number of
hospitalised
persons using o _
the supported hospitalise Appllc.a.nt/ .
99312 . d persons/ N/R 0 2020 800,000 | beneficiar Interim
capacities or
year y
means from
IROP (REACT-
EU)
Readiness of
57530 . Persons N/R 39,206 2019 131,923 MA Annually
IRS units
Capacity of Applicant/
6 75 10 | services and Clients N/R 2,236 2020 2,750 | beneficiar Interim
social work y
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2.6.5 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.6.5.1 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

The text gives indicative examples; their list and content is demonstrative.
Health care

= Development, modernization and strengthening of the resilience of the backbone
network of healthcare providers with regard to potential threats

Development and modernization of workplaces in connection with the network of urgent
intakes - ICU, ARO, operating rooms, intervention and diagnostic workplaces. Constructions,
reconstructions, modernizations and repairs, incl. acquisition of instrumentation and
construction adaptations in connection with the acquisition of instrumentation.

= Development and increase in resilience of care providers for particularly
vulnerable patients

Development of care for particularly vulnerable patients (e.g. oncology patients, obese
patients, geriatric patients, long-term patients, patients with terminal stage of diseases, etc.).
Constructions, reconstructions, modernizations and repairs, including the acquisition of
instrumentation and construction modifications in connection with the acquisition of
instrumentation, incl. mobile equipment.

* Increasing the preparedness of entities involved in dealing with threats

Development of significant laboratory capacities of hospitals, infrastructure of regional hygienic
stations and development of infectology workplaces of general hospitals. Constructions,
reconstructions, modernizations and repairs, including the acquisition of instrumentation and
construction modifications in connection with the acquisition of instrumentation, further
eguipment, incl. mobile equipment.

Integrated Rescue System

= Strengthening the equipment of the basic units of the IRS with technology,
equipment, and protective means

The acquisition of specialized technology, equipment, and protective means for the
performance of the BU IRS for dealing with emergencies and crisis situations, such as
equipment for interventions on hazardous substances, disinfection devices, devices and
equipment for providing pre-hospital emergency care, evacuation and transport vehicles,
means and assets for ensuring the protection of closed areas and borders, mobile laboratories
and equipment of expert workplaces.
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= Stations of basic IRS units

Constructions, reconstructions, modernizations including the acquisition of technical and
technological equipment of IRS units (including facilities for the performance of logistics
activities). The aim is to ensure adequate conditions for the performance of BU IRS activities.

= Education and training centres of IRS units

The modernization and construction of educational and training centre for the BU IRS will be
supported, including the acquisition of technical and technological equipment with the aim of
creating conditions for continuous development of human resources.

= |RS information technology

Projects for the implementation of technical measures pursuant to Section 5, Paragraph 3 of
Act No 181/2014 Coll., on Cyber security and construction, modernization and development of
ICT systems of BU IRS.

Social infrastructure with an increased energy efficiency

Support will be provided towards construction of buildings, facilities and equipment and
building modifications that will create conditions for the quality provision of outpatient, field and
community—based residential social services, renewal and improvement of the material and
technical base of the current services. Social services defined by Act No 108/2006 Coll., on
social services, as amended, will be supported, except for homes for the elderly in accordance
to § 49 of the Act.

A detailed breakdown of activities will be presented in the Rules for Applicants and
Beneficiaries.

Identification of the main target groups

Health care

- particularly vulnerable groups of patients (e.g. geriatric patients, oncology patients,
obese patients, long-term patients, patients with terminal stage of disease)

- employees of healthcare providers, regional hygienic stations

- citizens

Integrated Rescue System

- citizens

- persons staying temporarily in the Czech Republic

- crisis management bodies of municipalities and regions and State organisational
components

- basic units of IRS

Social infrastructure with an increased energy efficiency
- senior citizens
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- socially excluded persons

- persons at risk of social exclusion

- persons with disabilities

- persons with an autism spectrum disorder
- persons with mental illness experience

- social services staff

Types of beneficiaries
Health care

- state organisation unit

- publicly co-funded organizations established by State organisational units

- state organizations

- organizations established by regions

- organizations established by municipalities

- Entities providing public service in the field of health care pursuant to Act No. 372/2011
or public health protection pursuant to Act No. 258/2000 Coll., as amended

- non-governmental non-profit organisations

- voluntary associations of municipalities

- organizations established by voluntary associations of municipalities

- churches

- religious organizations

Integrated Rescue System

- Ministry of Interior - General Directorate of Fire Rescue Service of the Czech Republic

- regional fire rescue systems

- Rescue Department of the FRS CR

- Ministry of Interior - Police Presidium of the Czech Republic

- regional Police Directorates

- regions

- emergency medical services of regions

- state organizational units and organisations established by them that provide for
education and training of the IRS units

Social infrastructure with an increased energy efficiency

- non-governmental non-profit organisations

- state organisation unit

- publicly co-funded organizations established by State organisational units
- regions

- organisations established by regions

- municipalities

- organisations established by municipalities

- voluntary associations of municipalities

- organisations established by voluntary associations of municipalities

- churches
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- church organisations
- boroughs of the City of Prague and organizations established by them

Regional focus of support

The territory of the whole Czech Republic, including the territory of the capital of the city of
Prague, regardless of the category of regions. The territory of the capital The City of Prague
was included because Prague was one of the most affected regions by the COVID-19
pandemic in the Czech Republic, both in terms of the number of infected or deceased and in
terms of economic and social impacts.

2.6.5.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1.

2.6.5.3 Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.6.5.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan any major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.6.5.50utput indicators by investment priorities and, if applicable, by region category

Table 5 SO 6.1: Common and specific programme output indicators (Article 96(2), first
subparagraph, point (b)(iv) of Regulation No 1303/2013)

. Target .
. Measurem Region Data Reporting
ID Indicator . Fund value
ent unit category source | frequency
(2023)
Supported facilities of ERDF
. Applicant/ .
993 14 | health care and public Workplaces | REACT- N/R 973 beneficiary Interim
health protection EU
. ERDF
99302 | Value of medical Appli
. EUR REACT- N/R 680,000, PP |<.:a.1nt/ Interim
(CVv2) equipment purchased EU 000 beneficiary
Additional bed space ERDE
99308 P Bed Applicant/ .
created for COVID-19 REACT- N/R 2.000 . Interim
(CV8) ) spaces ' beneficiary
patients EU
Number of new and ERDF
. - - Applicant/ .
57501 | modernized buildings Buildings REACT- N/R 65 . Interim
. beneficiary
used by IRS units EU
Number of new ERDE
. . Applicant/ .
57001 | vehicles and equipment | Sets REACT- N/R 1,150 - Interim
. beneficiary
of IRS units EU
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Target

. Measurem Region Data Reporting
ID Indicator . Fund value
ent unit category source | frequency
(2023)
Ambulances and ERDF
99311 . . Applicant/ .
vehicles purchased for Vehicles REACT- N/R 237 . Interim
(Cv1l) beneficiary
emergency response EU
. ERDF
Number of acquired Number of i
30500 | . . d REACT- N/R 2 App“(.:e.mt/ Interim
information systems IS EU beneficiary
New or upgraded
elements to ensure ERDF Applicant/ .
304 00 . Features REACT- N/R 34 . Interim
cyber security EU beneficiary
standards
Number of supported ERDF
I . e Applicant/ .
554 01 | facilities for services Facilities REACT- N/R 395 beneficiary Interim
and social work EU
Estimated annual Tonnes of
360 10 | reduction of co EE?ZT VA Interim
N d
(CO34) | greenhouse gas . N/R 963
equivalent | EU

emissions
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2.6.6 Performance framework

This chapter is irrelevant for Priority Axis 6 on the basis of Article 92b, subparagraph 4 of
paragraph 9 of the Regulation No. 1303/2013, as amended by the REACT-EU Regulation.

2.6.7 Categories of intervention

Tables 7 — 11 Categories of intervention (Article 96 (2)(b)(vi) of Regulation No 1303/2013)

Fund: ERDF REACT-EU,
category of regions: not relevant

, . . . . , Dimension 4: Area . .
Dimension 1: Area | Dimension 2: Form Dimension 3: Type Dimension 5:
) . . . performance i o

of intervention of funding of territory . Thematic Objective
mechanism

Cod Co Cod Cod Co
e € de |€ e € e € de |€
1,124,659,

13 | 15,906,797.55| 1 |1,124,659,594.00| 7 [1,124,659,594.00| 7 594.00 13 |1,124,659, 594.00

55 | 63,627,190.22
53 [849,124,762.51
87 |176,400,759.35
88 | 19,600,084.37

2.6.8 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including,
where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of
authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries

This chapter is irrelevant for Priority Axis 6 on the basis of Article 92b, subparagraph 4 of
paragraph 9 of the Regulation No. 1303/2013, as amended by the REACT-EU Regulation.

170



2.7Description of priority axes for technical assistance — Priority

Axis 7

(Article 96(2)(b) of General Regulation 1303/2013; REACT-EU Regulation)

2.7.1 Priority Axis 7: Technical assistance — REACT-EU

The entire priority axis is dedicated to technical assistance referred to in Article 92b(6) of
Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013

X

2.7.2 Reason for determining a priority axis which covers more than one

region category

Priority Axis 7 is a supporting priority axis to Priority Axis 6. The allocation of the priority axis
is intended to support administrative capacities and to ensure publicity and promotion of

projects implemented in Priority Axis 6.

2.7.3 Fund and region categories

Fund ERDF REACT-EU
Category of regions irrelevant
Basis for calculation (total total eligible expenditure

eligible expenditure or eligible
public expenditure)
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2.7.4

Specific objectives and expected results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 7.1: Technical assistance — REACT-EU

The REACT-EU funds additionally allocated to the IROP 2014-2020 will be used to support
healthcare, the integrated rescue system and social infrastructure. The main part of the
additional allocation set aside for technical assistance will be used for the purpose of
supporting administrative capacities (salary expenditures of employees administering projects
in SO 6.1) and ensuring publicity and promotion of projects implemented under SO 6.1.

2.7.5

Result indicator

Table 12 SO 7.1: Specific programme result indicators (Article 96(2), first subparagraph (c)(ii) of
Regulation No. 1303/2013)

implementation
structure

: . . Target .
) Unit of Baseline | Baseline Data Reporting
ID Indicator value
measurement value year source frequency
(2023)
Number of
permanently
825 employed staff
FTE 0 2021 MA Annually
20 of the
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2.7.6 Measures to be supported and their expected contribution to the
specific objectives

The essence of the specific objective is to ensure the administration of projects submitted in
SO 6.1, in the form of support for the administrative capacity of applicants and beneficiaries.
Furthermore, the funds will be used to ensure publicity and promotion of these projects from
additional REACT-EU resources through, for example, promotional materials, promotions on
social networks, media campaigns, etc.

2.7.6.1 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

Examples of supported activities:

- Support for administrative capacity
- rewarding employees involved in the preparation and implementation of SO 6.1
REACT-EU projects,
- activities of external experts.

- Publicity and promotion
- promotion of implemented SO 6.1 projects to the public through information
events, communication through the media,
- development, management, and technical support of information and
communication tools,
- ensuring publicity through promotional materials.

Identification of the main target groups

applicants

Beneficiaries

public

implementation structure employees

Types of beneficiaries

- IROP MA

- Centre

- Ministry of Health of the Czech Republic
State aid

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.
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2.7.6.20utput indicators which are expected to contribute to the results

Table 13S0 7.1: Output indicators (Article 96(2)(c)(iv) of Regulation No. 1303/2013)

Unit of
ID Indicator Target value (2023) Data source
measurement
Number of created Unique : .
802 00 . ) ) ) Applicant/beneficiary
information materials materials
Number of created , -
80103 o Tools Applicant/beneficiary
communication tools
Number of information
80001 and publicity activities Activities Applicant/beneficiary
carried out
Number of job and
service positions financed
82511 in connection with the Position Applicant/beneficiary
implementation of the
programme
Number of jobs funded by . -~
82500 FTE Applicant/beneficiary
the programme
2.7.7 Categories of intervention

Tables 14-16 Categories of interventions (Article 96(2)(c)(v) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund: ERDF REACT-EU,
category of regions: not relevant

Dimension 1: Area of intervention

Dimension 2: Form of funding

Dimension 3: Type of territory

Code

€

Code €

Code

€

121

1,058,400.00

01

1,176,000.00 01

1,176,000.00

123

117,600.00
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2.8Description of priority axes other than technical assistance —
Priority Axis 8

(Article 30(7), Article 96(2) first subparagraph, letter b) and Article 98(4), second subparagraph
of Regulation No 1303/2013)

2.8.1 Priority Axis 8: Addressing the consequences of the refugee crisis
connected with the aggression of the Russian Federation in Ukraine

The entire priority axis will address migration challenges arising from the Russian military X
aggression, inter alia, in accordance with Article 98(4) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

The entire priority axis promotes the socio-economic integration of third country nationals in X
accordance with Article 30(7) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

2.8.2 Justification for the establishment of a priority axis covering more
than one category of region, thematic objective or Fund

Existing and predicted savings from the volume of funds allocated in Specific Objective 3.2
for more developed regions

These savings will be relocated to the newly established Priority Axis 8.

Priority Axis 8 includes only one category of region, one thematic objective and one fund.

2.8.3 Fund, category of region and basis for the calculation of EU support

Fund ERDF
Category of region more developed regions
Basis for calculation (total eligible Total eligible expenditure

expenditure or eligible public
expenditure)
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 9iv of Priority Axis 8:

2.8.4 Specific objectives corresponding to the investment priority and
expected results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 8.1: Support for refugees from Ukraine

The specific objective will be to support all activities aimed at managing the migration crisis
that arose in the Czech Republic as a result of Russian military aggression in the territory of
Ukraine.

The earmarked allocation will be used mainly for operations that will provide persons who have
been granted temporary protection with basic life necessities, incl. housing, basic material
assistance, necessary direct services (psychosocial support etc.) and will help their socio-
economic integration into society.

In the area of providing housing, the specific objective will be to support, in particular,
accommaodation in host families, which is provided to refugees free of charge and for which the
host households receive a financial contribution from the government.

According to Section 8 par. 1 of Act No 66/2022 Coll., a natural person who has provided
accommodation to a foreign national with temporary protection (“the accommodated person”)
may apply for a contribution for the solidary household (“the contribution”). The contribution
will be provided under the following conditions: the accommodation is not provided in
commercial accommodation facilities and is provided without interruption for a period the
minimum duration of which is specified by the government in a regulation. The provided
accommodation must provide the accommodated person with sufficient space for rest, for
preparation of meals, space for personal hygiene and a toilet, and access to drinking water.

The contribution for solidary households is paid out retrospectively for the calendar month in
which the free accommodation was provided to a foreign national with granted temporary
protection. The amount of the contribution paid to the accommodation provider is CZK 3 000
per accommodated person, and maximum CZK 12 000 for one household. The amount of the
contribution for solidary households may change over time depending on government
regulations.

2.8.5 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.8.5.1Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
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identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

Identification of the main target groups

- Foreign nationals granted temporary protection in connection with the Russian
aggression in Ukraine

Types of beneficiaries

- Labour Office of the Czech Republic
- municipalities
- organizations established or funded by municipalities

Targeted calls offering at least 30% of the allocation of Specific Objective 8.1 will be focused
on projects implemented by municipalities and organisations funded or established by them.

Regional focus of support

City of Prague

The territory of the City of Prague has been chosen because the largest part of the refugees
from Ukraine head to Prague.

State aid

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.8.5.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1

Specific eligibility criteria

- None.

2.8.5.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.

2.8.5.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.
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2.8.5.50utput indicators by investment priority and, if applicable, by category of region

Table 5 SO 8.1: Common and specific programme output indicators (more developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation No 1303/2013)

Target )
Measurem Reportin
ID Indicator , Fund | Category value Data source P d
ent unit of region (2023) frequency
Total number of .
more Applicant/be )
CCo001 supported Number ESF - . Interim
developed neficiary
persons :
regions
Number of .
) more Applicant/be )
CCO002 children up to Number ESF - . Interim
developed neficiary
the age of 18 .
regions
2.8.6  Performance framework

Table 6 PA 8: Performance framework of the priority axis (more developed regions), (Article
96(2)(b)(v) of and Annex Il to Regulation No 1303/1013)

Explanation
) Indicator or ) . Final of indicator
Indicator . Unit of Milestone L Data
ID | key step in the Fund objective relevance,
type . ) measurement for 2018 source .
implementation (2023) if
applicable
) ) Total certified
financial . 15,071,
. - eligible EUR ERDF - - -
indicator . 335
expenditure
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2.8.7 Categories of intervention

Tables 7 — 11 Categories of intervention (Article 96 (2)(b)(vi) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund and category of region:
ERDF, more developed regions

. . . . . . Dimension 4: . )

Dimension 1: Area | Dimension 2: Form Dimension 3: Type o . Dimension 5:
. . . . Territorial delivery . .
of intervention of funding of territory . Thematic Objective
mechanism

Co Cod
de |€ Code | € Code | € Code |€ e €
112 15,071,335 01 15,071,335 01 15,071,335| 07 15,071,335| 09 15,071,335

2.8.8 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including,
where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of
authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries

Priority Axis 8 does not envisage any specific use of technical assistance funds beyond the
activities described in Priority Axis 5.

2.9Description of priority axes other than technical assistance —
Priority Axis 9

(Article 30(7), Article 96(2) first subparagraph, letter b) and Article 98(4), second subparagraph
of Regulation No 1303/2013)

29.1 Priority Axis 9: Addressing the consequences of the refugee crisis
connected with the aggression of the Russian Federation in Ukraine,
using REACT-EU

The entire priority axis will use REACT-EU resources to address migration challenges resulting
from Russian military aggression in accordance with Article 98(4) of Regulation (EU) No X
1303/2013.
The entire priority axis will address migration challenges arising from the Russian military X
aggression, inter alia, in accordance with Article 98(4) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

The entire priority axis promotes the socio-economic integration of third country nationals in X
accordance with Article 30(7) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

2.9.2 Justification for the establishment of a priority axis covering more
than one category of region, thematic objective or Fund

This chapter is irrelevant for Priority Axis 9 on the basis of Annex | to Implementing
Regulation No 288/2014, as amended by Implementing Regulation No 2021/435.
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2.9.3 Fund, category of region and basis for the calculation of EU support

Fund ERDF REACT-EU
Category of region irrelevant
Basis for calculation (total eligible Total eligible expenditure

expenditure or eligible public
expenditure)
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INVESTMENT PRIORITY 13 of Priority Axis 9:

2.9.4 Specific objectives corresponding to the investment priority and
expected results

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 9.1: REACT-EU support for refugees from Ukraine

The specific objective will be to support all activities aimed at managing the migration crisis
that arose in the Czech Republic as a result of Russian military aggression in the territory of
Ukraine.

The earmarked allocation will be used mainly for operations that will provide persons who have
been granted temporary protection with basic life necessities, incl. housing, basic material
assistance, necessary direct services (psychosocial support etc.) and will help their socio-
economic integration into society.

In the area of providing housing, the specific objective will be to support, in particular,
accommaodation in host families, which is provided to refugees free of charge and for which the
host households receive a financial contribution from the government.

According to Section 8 par. 1 of Act No 66/2022 Coll., a natural person who has provided
accommodation to a foreign national with temporary protection (“the accommodated person”)
may apply for a contribution for the solidary household (“the contribution”). The contribution
will be provided under the following conditions: the accommodation is not provided in
commercial accommodation facilities and is provided without interruption for a period the
minimum duration of which is specified by the government in a regulation. The provided
accommodation must provide the accommodated person with sufficient space for rest, for
preparation of meals, space for personal hygiene and a toilet, and access to drinking water.

The contribution for solidary households is paid out retrospectively for the calendar month in
which the free accommodation was provided to a foreign national with granted temporary
protection. The amount of the contribution for solidary households may change over time, and
it is set in a regulation of the CZ Government.
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2.9.5 Measures to be supported within the investment priority

2.9.5.1 Description of the types and examples of actions to be supported and their
expected contribution to meeting specific objectives, possibly including the
identification of the main target groups, specific target territories and types of
beneficiaries

Identification of the main target groups

- Foreign nationals granted temporary protection in connection with the Russian
aggression in Ukraine

Types of beneficiaries

- Labour Office of the Czech Republic
- The City of Prague
- Organizations established or funded by the City of Prague

Targeted calls offering at least 30% of the allocation of Specific Objective 9.1 will be focused
on projects implemented by the City of Prague and organisations funded or established by it.

Regional focus of support

The territory of the whole Czech Republic, including the territory of the capital of the City of
Prague, regardless of the category of regions.

The territory of the City of Prague is included because the largest part of the refugees from
Ukraine head to Prague.

State aid

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.9.5.2Guiding principles for the selection of operations

The main principles for the selection of projects are uniform for all specific objectives and are
listed in chapter 7.1

Specific eligibility criteria

- None.

2.9.5.3Planned use of financial instruments

The specific objective does not plan the use of financial instruments.
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2.9.5.4Planned use of major projects

The specific objective does not plan major projects as defined by the Regulation.

2.9.5.50utput indicators by investment priority and, if applicable, by category of region

Table 5 SO 9.1: Common and specific programme output indicators (more developed regions),
(Article 96(2)(b)(iv) of Regulation No 1303/2013)

Target )
Measurem Reportin
ID Indicator , Fund | Category value Data source P d
ent unit of region (2023) frequency
Total number of .
N/R Applicant/be ,
CCo001 supported Number ESF - . Interim
neficiary
persons
Number of
. N/R Applicant/be .
CCO002 children up to Number ESF - . Interim
neficiary
the age of 18

2.9.6 Performance framework

This chapter is irrelevant for Priority Axis 9 on the basis of Article 92b, subparagraph 4 of
paragraph 9 of Regulation No 1303/2013, as amended by the REACT-EU Regulation.

2.9.7 Categories of intervention

Tables 7 — 11 Categories of intervention (Article 96 (2)(b)(vi) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Fund: ERDF REACT-EU
Category of region: not relevant

i i i i . i Dimension 4: . i

Dimension 1: Area | Dimension 2: Form Dimension 3: Type L . Dimension 5:
. . . . Territorial delivery . S
of intervention of funding of territory ) Thematic Objective
mechanism

Co Cod
de |[€ Code |€ Code | € Code | € e €
112 22,144,330 | 01 22,144,330 | 01 22,144,330 | 07 22,144,330 | 13 22,144,330

2.9.8 Summary of the planned use of technical assistance including,
where necessary, actions to reinforce the administrative capacity of
authorities involved in the management and control of the programmes
and beneficiaries

This chapter is irrelevant for Priority Axis 9 on the basis of Article 92b, subparagraph 4 of
paragraph 9 of Regulation No 1303/2013, as amended by the REACT-EU Regulation.
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3 Financing plan

(Article 96 (2)(d) and the fifth subparagraph of Article 92b(9) of General Regulation No. 1303/2013)

3.1Financial support from each Fund and the amounts relating to the performance reserve

Table 17 (1/2) Total amount of planned financial commitments in the form of support from various funds, determining the allocations related to the
performance reserve (EUR)(Article 96 (2) (d) (i) of Regulation No. 1303/2013)

Region
Fund . 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
categories
Main Performance Main Performance Main Performance Main Performance Main Performance
allocation reserve allocation reserve allocation reserve allocation reserve allocation reserve
In less
1 ERDF developed 0 0 | 1,179,074,422 75,260,070 | 607,298,019 38,763,703 | 619,452,027 39,539,491 | 631,848,905 40,330,781
regions
In more
3 ERDF developed 0 0 6,167,849 393,693 3,176,834 202,777 3,240,413 206,835 3,305,263 210,974
regions
Total
4 without 0 0 | 1,185,242,271 75,653,763 | 610,474,853 38,966,480 | 622,692,440 39,746,326 | 635,154,168 40,541,755
REACT-EU
ERDF
12 N/R - - - - - - - - - -
REACT-EU
REACT-EU
15 - - - - - - - - - -
Total
16 | Grand total 0 0 | 1,185,242,271 75,653,763 | 610,474,853 38,966,480 | 622,692,440 39,746,326 | 635,154,168 40,541,755
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Tablel7 (2/2) Total amount of planned financial commitments in the form of support from various funds, determining the allocations related to the

performance reserve (EUR)(Article 96 (2)(d)(i) of Regulation No. 1303/2013)

Region
Fund . 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total
categories
Main Performance Main Performance | Total allocation | Total allocation . . Performance
. . . . Main allocation
allocation reserve allocation reserve (Union support) | (Union support) reserve
In less
1 ERDF developed 701,145,917 44,753,995 | 715,916,603 45,696,805 0 0 4,454,735,893 284,344,845
regions
In more
3 ERDF developed 3,371,407 215,196 3,438,869 219,502 0 0 22,700,635 1,448,977
regions
Total
4 without 704,517,324 44,969,191 719,355,472 45,916,307 0 0 4,477,436,528 285,793,822
REACT-EU
12 ERDF N/R
REACT-EU - - - - 834,776,027 313,203,897 1,147,979,924 0
REACT-EU
15 Total - - - - 834,776,027 313,203,897 1,147,979,924 0
16 | Grand total 704,517,324 44,969,191 719,355,472 45,916,307 834,776,027 313,203,897 5,625,416,452 285,793,822




3.2 Total amount of financial support from each Fund and national co-financing (EUR)

Table 18A Financing plan (Article 96(2)(d)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013

Indicative 100% . .
Main allocation (total
breakdown of co- . Performance
national financi funds minus reserve
o For | performance reserve) Share of
contribution ng rate inform performa
Basis for for ation nce
Priorit | Fun Region the. Support Nati(?nal. Total Rate of act:’.::;n reserve
. catego | calculatio contributi | _. . . . . ) co- (EU
y Axis | d Financing | Financin financing . .
ry n of EU EU on financing . . . support)
from g from periods National National )
support : . EIB | Support . .| Support . in the
national |[national 2020- - contributi contribu
‘ ‘ contrib | EU EU . total EU
public private 2021/ . on tion
utions Support
sources |sources
2021-
2022
(b) = (c) + ) = (@/(e) N O () R (K= () * | () =()(a)
@ (©) (d) (e)=(a)+(b) @ (h)=()-() ) .
(d) @3] (k) (()/(a)) |*100
Priorit Less Total
. |ER |develop | eligible 1,704,228 | 300,746, | 284,635,| 16,110,| 2,004,974,52 1,598,983 | 282,173, | 105,245, | 18,572,
y axis . 85% | - 6.18
1 DF |ed expenditur ,348 180 800 380 8 ,329 530 019 650
regions |e
Priorit Less Total
. |ER |develop | eligible 1,729,095 305,134, | 235,118,| 70,016, | 2,034,229,71 1,619,776 | 285,842, | 109,318,| 19,291,
y axis . 85% ] - 6.32
5 DF |ed expenditur ,256 457 177 280 3 ,520 915 736 542
regions |e
Priorit Less Total
. |ER |devel ligibl 777,318,6| 137,173, | 129,668, | 7,504,9 731,636,3| 129,112, | 45,682,3| 8,061,5
y axis evelop | eligible 914,492,548 85% O ; 5.88
DF |ed expenditur 65 883 970 13 31 295 34 88
3 regions |e
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Indicative 100% . .
Main allocation (total
breakdown of co- . Performance
national financi funds minus reserve
ot For | performance reserve) Share of
contribution ng rate inform performa
Basis for = ation nce
Regi h Nati | R £ |accoun
Priorit | Fun egion the . Support atlc?na. Total ate o fing reserve
. catego | calculatio contributi | _. . . . : ) co- (EU
y Axis | d Financing | Financin financing . .
ry n of EU EU on financing : ) . support)
from g from periods National National |
support . . EIB | Support . .| Support . in the
national |[national 2020- . contributi contribu
_ _ contrib | EU EU . total EU
public private 2021/ " on tion
utions support
sources |sources
2021-
2022
(b) =(c) + = @)/(e) SO =®)- (K= (b) * | () =()/(=a)
(@ (©) (d) (e)=(a) + () @ (h)=()-0) 0] .
(d) @ (k) ((M(2)) |*100
More Total 9,078, 9,078,
| ligibl 9,078, 7,629,|1,448,97| 1,448,9
develop | eligible 277 277 0| 18,156, 554 50| [ 7,629, 15.96
ed expenditur 277 300 300 7 77
regions |e
Priorit Less Total
. |ER |devel ligibl 389,563,6 | 20,503,3| 9,917,78| 10,585, 365,464,8| 19,234,9 | 24,098,7| 1,268,3
y axis evelop | eligible 410,066,992 95% O ; 6.19
4 DF |ed expenditur 42 50 9 561 86 94.00 56 56
regions |e
Priorit Less Total
. |ER |devel ligibl 138,874,8| 24,507,3 | 24,507,3 138,874,8| 24,507,3
y axis evelop | elgiie 0| 163,382,150 85% O ;
DF |ed expenditur 27 23 23 27 23
5 regions |e
ERD Total
Priorit | ota
. eligible 1,124,659 1,124,659,59 1,124,659
y Axis | REA [N/R , 0 0 0 100% ] - 0 0 0 0.00
expenditur ,594 4 ,594
6 CT- o
EU
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Indicative 100% . .
Main allocation (total
breakdown of co- . Performance
national financi funds minus reserve
ot For | performance reserve) Share of
contribution ng rate inform performa
Basis for for ation nce
Reqi h National R ¢ |accoun
et | egion the . Support atlgna. S— ate o ing reserve
. catego | calculatio contributi | _. . . . : ) co- (EU
y Axis | d Financing | Financin financing . .
ry n of EU EU on financing : ) . support)
from g from periods National National |
support . . EIB | Support . .| Support . in the
national |[national 2020- . contributi contribu
_ _ contrib | EU EU . total EU
public private 2021/ " on tion
utions support
sources |sources
2021-
2022
(b) =(c) + = @)/(e) SO =®)- (K= (b) * | () =()/(=a)
(@ (©) (d) (e)=(a) + () @ (h)=()-0) 0] .
(d) @ (k) ((M(2)) |*100
ERD Total
Priorit | F I(')tébl
y axis | REA | N/R Z)I(glen(:iitur 1,176,000| 207,530| 207,530 0| 1,383530 85% O -1 1,176,000| 207,530
7 |cT- P
e
EU
Priort ERD Z"Ofel Tlc')tétlﬂ 15,071 15,071
y axis evelop | eligible e 0 0 0| 15,071,335| 100,00% O ; e 0 0 ol 000
F ed expenditur 335 335
8 regions |e
ERD Total
Priorit | ota
) eligible 22,144, 22,144,
y Axis | REA | N/R ) 0 0 0| 22,144,330 100% [l - 0 0 0 0.00
expenditur 330 330
9 CT-
e
EU
Less Total
ER |develop |eligible 4,739,080| 788,065, | 683,848, | 104,217 | 5,527,145,93 4,454,735| 740,871, | 284,344, | 47,194,
Total . 85.74% - 6.00%
DF |ed expenditur ,738 193 059 ,134 1 ,893 057 845 136
regions |e
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o =
Indicative 100% Main allocation (total
breakdown of co- funds minus Performance
natfznafl financi | performance reserve) reserve Share of
contribution ng rate inform performa
Basis for for ation nce
Priorit | Eun Region the . Support Natignal. S— Rate of act;::;n reserve
. catego | calculatio contributi | _. . . . : ) co- (EU
y Axis | d Financing | Financin financing . .
ry n of EU EV on from from financing iod National National support)
support . S PENIOAs | g8 | support | support : in the
national |[national 2020- . contributi contribu
_ _ contrib | EU EU ; total EU
public private 2021/ " on tion
utions support
sources |sources
2021-
2022
(b) =(c) + = @)/(e) SO =®)- (K= (b) * | () =()/(=a)
a (¢ d e)=(@+ (b h)=(a)- .
(@ @) (©) (d) (e)=(a) + () @ @ (h)=()-0) ® 0] /@) |*100
More
ER I 24,149,61 9,078, 9,078, 7,629,301 1,448,97| 1,448,9
Total develop 0| 33,227,889| 72.68% | 22,700,63 6.00%
DF |ed 2 277 277 5 0 7 77.00
regions
ERD
F
1,147,979 1,148,187,45 0 | 1,147,979
Total |REA |N/R 207,530 | 207,530 0 99.98% 207,530 0 0 0.00
924 4 924
CT-
EU
REA 1,147,97 1,148,187,4
’ ,147,979 ,148,187,45 5 _| 1,147,979
Total |CT 207,530 | 207,530 0 99.98% 207,530 0 0 0.00
,924 4 ,924
EU
Grand 5,911,210| 797,351, | 693,133, | 104,217 6,708,561, 88.11% 0.00 5,625,416 | 748,707, | 285,793, | 48,643,
total 274 000 866 ,134 274 e ' ,452 887 822 113
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Table 18C Distribution of financing plan by priority axes, fund, region category and thematic

objective (EUR) (Article 96(2)(d)(ii) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Priority Region Thematic National . .
. Fund L Support EU . Total financing
AXxis category | Objective contribution
Less 4 608,614,345 107,402,532 716,016,877
Priori
axis 1ty ERDF developed 7 945,062,951 166,775,815 1,111,838,766
regions 5 150,551,052 | 26,567,833 177,118,885
L 9 724,268,295 127,812,052 852,080,347
- ess
P”_O”Zty ERDF | developed 10 669,707,232 | 118,183,629 787,890,861
axis i
reglons 4 335,119,729 | 59,138,776 394,258,505
6 425,278,328 75,049,118 500,327,446
Less
developed 2 344,948,212 60,873,214 405,821,426
Priority regions
) ERDF 11 7,092,125 1,251,551 8,343,676
axis 3
More
developed 2 9,078,277 9,078, 277 18,156, 554
regions
. Less
Priority
axis 4 ERDF developed 9 389,563,642 20,503,350 410,066,992
regions
. Less
Priority
axis 5 ERDF developed 138,874,827 24,507,323 163,382,150
regions
. ERDF
Priority
) REACT- | N/R 13 1,124,659, 594 0 1,124,659, 594
AXxis 6
EU
. ERDF
Priority
) REACT- | N/R 1,176,000 207,530 1,383,530
axis 7
EU
. More
Priority
axis 8 ERDF developed 9 15,071,335 0 15,071,335
regions
. ERDF
Priority
) REACT- | N/R 13 22,144,330 0 22,144,330
Axis 9
EU
Less
developed 4,739,080,738 788,065,193 5,527,145,931
regions
ERDF
More 9,078, 277 33,227, 889
Total developed 24,149,612
regions
ERDF
REACT- | N/R 1,147,979,924 207,530 1,148,187,454
EU
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Table 19 Indicative amount of support to be used for objectives concerning climate change
(Article 27(6) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Indicative amount of support to
- . be used for objectives Share of the total allocation for
Priority Axis . . .
concerning climate change the operational programme (%)
(EUR)

PA 1 363,886,579.60 6.16 %
PA 2 335,119,729.00 5.67 %
PA 3 6,804,453.25 0.12 %
PA 6 192,307,556.90 3.25%
Total REACT-EU 192,307,556.90 3.25%
Total 898,118,318.75 15.19 %
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4 Integrated approach to territorial development

(Article 96(3) of General Regulation No. 1303/2013)

Basis for integrated tools (IT) are defined in the National Development Strategy 2014-2020
(Government Decision no. 344/2013) and the Partnership Agreement.

The IROP implements Integrated Territorial Investment (ITl), Integrated Area Development
Plans (IADPs) and community-led local development (CLLD). IT are implemented through
territorial strategies. Projects approved for implementation within the integrated strategies must
respect the conditions set out in the IROP documentation.

More detailed specifications on the use of the IT and their implementation are set out in the
National Document on the Territorial Dimension of the Czech Republic and in the Guidance
for the Use of Integrated Tools in the Programming Period 2014—2020.

For more information about the role of cities in the ITI and the procedure for the selection of
integrated projects ITI and CLLD, see Chapter 7.1. The selection of IADP projects is described
in the Operational Manual of IROP.

The implementation of IT involves the following entities:

- The Managing Authority of IROP — participates in the evaluation of integrated
strategies, assigns financial allocation reserve for its implementation, sets out the
conditions for its utilization for the IT promoter, decides on cancelling the relevant part
of the financial allocation if the IT promoter fails to fulfil the take-up predictions,
announces call for proposals for Integrated Projects and issues Grant Decision for
these projects, monitors the activity of LAGs.

- National Permanent Conference (NPC) — contributes to ensuring the interdependence
and coordination between the State and local partners in the implementation of the
territorial dimension and the implementation of programmes co- financed by ESIF.
Monitors the take-up of funds from various operational programmes to implement ITlI,
IADP, CLLD and gives recommendations concerning the setting of the schedule of
calls. Acknowledges approved integrated strategies.

- Regional Permanent Conference (RPC) — established in individual regions; Prague and
Central Bohemia region establish a joint RPC. Gives IT promoters recommendations
concerning strategy implementation, supports the creation of synergies and the
continuity of projects with integrated tools.

- The Department of Regional Policy of the MoRD (MoRD-DRP) — Prepares and updates
the National Document on the Territorial Dimension of the Czech Republic and
Guidance on the Use of Integrated Tools in the Programming Period 2014-2020,
coordinates the implementation of ITs, is involved in the evaluation of integrated
strategies and provides NPC with information and materials for its decisions.
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- IT promoter — is responsible for the preparation, implementation, performance,
monitoring and evaluation of the strategy in collaboration with the beneficiaries of
Integrated Projects, it is responsible for the implementation of the principle of
partnership and coordination of the activities of local stakeholders.

- Intermediate Body (IB) — participates in the selection of integrated projects in
accordance with the procedures set out in Chapter 7.1.

- Intermediate body of ITI — responsible for the selection of integrated projects at ITI
level, proposes selection criteria for the evaluation of integrated projects, analyses and
promotes absorption capacity, participates in monitoring and evaluation.

- Beneficiary — responsible for the implementation and sustainability of an integrated
project in accordance with the terms of a Grant Decision and in collaboration with the
IT promoter.

- NCA MoRD - provides a unified methodology environment, monitoring and evaluation
of progress towards the objectives of the Partnership Agreement.

The share of ITs in IROP is expected at 24.1% of allocation ERDF without REACT-EU, i.e.
approximately double compared with 2007- 2013. Of these, ITI accounts for 11.49%, IADP
4.43% and 8.18% is earmarked for CLLD. The allocation was determined based on
negotiations with territorial partners and IT promoters and on the basis of ERDF allocations in
the approved integrated strategies.

4.1 Instruments to ensure community-led local development

Community-led local development in accordance with Articles 32—-35 of the General Regulation
is used in rural areas, i.e. in the LAG territories consisting of municipalities with less than
25 000 inhabitants, where the maximum area covered by the LAG’s activities cannot exceed
100 000 inhabitants and cannot be less than 10 000 inhabitants.

The CLLD is a bottom-up tool which shows higher efficiency in rural areas than across-the-
board central management and will contribute to the overall improvement in the characteristics
of rural areas of the Czech Republic. The main effects of well-implemented local development
strategies include sustainable development of the territory and landscape, diversification and
development of local economy, job creation, service development, educational development,
promotion of welfare of the community and ensuring accessibility of the territory and its
coverage by services.

The community-led local development aims to strengthen the territorial cohesion of rural areas
and to ensure the long-term sustainable development of the territory, addressing the
relationships between municipalities with peripheral and stable typology and rural development
centres (Article 33(6) of the General Regulation). Community-led local development is used
where it is beneficial to understand the place of project implementation, and the integration of
thematic objectives and specific objectives of IROP with other grant programmes.
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The LAG will draw up an integrated strategy pursuant to Article 33 of the General Regulation.
The LAGs propose and implement SCLLD, which may be consistent with the focus and
objectives of IROP. Strategies and individual projects to be implemented on its basis can also
be funded from resources other than just European funds.

Each LAG must meet the required standards, thus demonstrating that it is able to participate
in the implementation of programmes funded by ESI funds. The Partnership Agreement
provides that the body in charge of the setting of the standards is the Ministry of Agriculture.
More information concerning the granting of the “certificate of compliance with LAG standards”
is provided in the Methodology to standardize local action groups. LAGs, which successfully
passed this process, may submit applications for support for their SCLLD to the MoRD. In
accordance with Article 33 of the General Regulation, the first round of the selection of CLLD
strategies will be completed within two years from the date of approval of the Partnership
Agreement (no later than on 31 December 2017). The selection of strategies consists of the
following stages — formal check (responsibility of the MoRD-DRP), acceptability check
(responsibility of MORD-DRP) and factual assessment of the strategy’s compliance with the
objectives, focus and conditions of the individual operational programmes (responsibility of
individual MASs). If the strategy successfully passes all selection rounds, the MA will prepare
the Declaration of acceptance of the integrated strategy.

The LAGs perform activities provided for in Article 34 of the General Regulation and act in the
capacity of the promoter of the integrated strategy. In addition to IROP, CLLD will be involved
in RDP, OP E, OP ENV and OP RDE.

Operational and animation costs of SCLLD implementation will be covered by the Specific
Objective 4.2 of IROP.

4.2 Integrated measures for sustainable urban development

IROP finances sustainable urban development through ITI and IADPs. In accordance with
Article 7(4) of the ERDF and the Partnership Agreement, only ITI allocations are counted in
the 5% of the ERDF allocation for sustainable urban development. Allocation that is not in the
approved strategies of ITI and IADP will be used to support individual projects.

Integrated Territorial Investment (pursuant to Article 36 of the General Regulation) are
carried out in IROP in accordance with the National Development Strategy 2014—-2020 in the
metropolitan areas of national importance. Cores of the metropolitan areas consist of areas
with a concentration of population of over 300 thousand. These agglomerations account for
more than 55% of the Czech Republic's GDP and are home to 45% of the population. These
agglomerations include: Prague, Brno, Ostrava, Pilsen, including their functional hinterland.
Due to the population concentration, the list of these centres was extended to include Usti-
Chomutov, Olomouc and Hradec Kralové-Pardubice agglomerations.
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ITI is seen as a tool for implementing integrated territorial development strategies enabling
coordination between interconnected and geographically targeted interventions from various
priority axes of one or more ESI fund programmes. The territory in question is an agglomeration
or conurbation and its catchment area is defined on the basis of functional links. Project
implementation requires an approval of the integrated regional strategy that defines its targets,
sets the indicators and will define the necessary allocations from operational programmes in
the financial plan for their achievement.

In addition to IROP, ITI can be supported by OP T, OP EIC, OP PGP, OP RDE, OP E and OP
ENV.

Integrated area development plans (IADPs) are specific in implementing sustainable urban
development. They can (but are not required to) be implemented in Ceské Budé&jovice, Jihlava,
Karlovy Vary, Liberec, Mlada Boleslav and Zlin, and their functional hinterland. These areas
represent agglomerations of regional cities and their hinterlands that act as regional growth
poles with a natural catchment area. Mlada Boleslav is a statutory city (in Czech: statutarni
mésto), a major industrial centre and source of economic growth throughout the Czech
Republic.

IADPs describes the problems and needs of a defined territory, objectives and priorities
resulting from them (including investment and non-investment plans). IADPs systematically
follow up on a IDPs implemented in the 2007-2013 programming period; however, they are
adapted for use in a wider area.

In addition to IROP, IADPs may also be supported from OP T and OP E.

The Managing Authority of IROP, in cooperation with regional partners, identified specific
objectives, in which it is appropriate to implement projects through integrated approaches ITI
and IADP-1.1,1.2,2.1, 2.2, 2.4 and 3.1. It therefore covers thematic objectives 4, 6, 7, 9 and
10.

Personnel and operating costs for the implementation of the ITI will be paid from the OP TA.
Concerning IADP, operating and personnel costs will not be paid from the ESIF.

The selection of ITI and IADP strategies will consists of the following stages — formal and
acceptability check (responsibility of the MoRD-DRP) and factual assessment of the strategy’s
compliance with the objectives, focus and conditions of the individual operational programmes
(responsibility of individual MAs). If the strategy successfully passes all rounds of selection, it
will be approved. For more information about the role of cities in the ITI and the procedure for
the selection of integrated projects ITI, see Chapter 7.1.
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Table 20 Integrated actions for sustainable urban development (ITI) — indicative amounts of
ERDF support

Share of the total fund allocation for the

Fund Indicative ERDF support (EUR) .
operational programme (%)

Total ERDF without]

547,221,994.40 11.49 %
REACT-EU - ITI

4.3Integrated Territorial Investments

Integrated territorial investments other than those listed in Section 4.2 are not implemented in
IROP.

4.4The arrangements for interregional and transnational measures
under the operational programme with beneficiaries located in at
least one other Member State

4.5Contribution of the planned programme measures to the
implementation of the macro-regional strategies and sea-basin
strategies depending on the needs of the programme area
determined by each Member State

The territory of the Czech Republic is part of the territory covered by the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region (OP Transnational Cooperation Danube). IROP also contributes to achieving
the objectives of this strategy by providing support for social inclusion, public administrations
and promoting culture, in accordance with the Action Plan for the implementation of the EU
Strategy for the Danube region (Priority Area 3 — Support for culture, tourism and interpersonal
relationships, Priority Area 9 — Investing in people and skills, Priority Area 10 — Institutional
capacity and cooperation). Access to complementary and synergy links is described in
Chapter 8.

The link to the EU Strategy for the Danube region is the strongest in the areas supported by
IROP, which fall within the catchment area of the Danube River (South Moravia, Olomouc and
Zlin regions and partly the VysocCina region).
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5 The specific needs of geographical areas most
affected by poverty or target groups at highest risk
of discrimination or social exclusion

(Article 96(4)(a) of the General Regulation 1303/2013)

5.1 Geographical areas most affected by poverty / target groups at
highest risk of discrimination or social exclusion

The Czech Republic has areas with identified occurrence or higher risk of social exclusion,
which, in a number of cases, are associated with poverty and the existence of social
pathologies. Addressing the specific needs of these areas is very difficult not only from the
perspective of the causes of these problems and it is impossible to do without the broader
coordinated cooperation of multiple entities, including active assistance provided by the State.

According to the estimates made by the Agency for Social Inclusion in 2013, in the Czech
Republic there are about 400 socially excluded localities with a population of about 100
thousand, of which a substantial part suffers from long-term unemployment, over-
indebtedness and lack of the necessary education and qualification. The Roma are often
forced to these localities. An update of the socially excluded localities will be available in spring
2015 in order to effectively target support in those localities.

As a matter of priority, support should be provided to those municipalities, which are home to
socially excluded localities or run the risk of the emergence of such localities. For this reason,
Specific Objectives 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 will announce targeted calls for projects implemented
in the administrative district of municipalities with extended powers with socially excluded
localities. This area will be determined on the basis of a study identifying the socially excluded
localities in the Czech Republic.

Identification of the main target groups

The target groups of individuals who are socially excluded or at risk of social exclusion consist
primarily of ethnic minorities (especially the Roma), individuals living in socially excluded
localities, the homeless, senior citizens, persons with disabilities, low-income groups, long-
term (repeatedly) unemployed persons, persons at risk of addiction or addicted to habit-
forming substances, families living in unfavourable social conditions and children, youth and
other individuals leaving institutional facilities or prison. Increased attention should be given to
persons at multiple risks (cumulative disadvantage in several respects, such as age, gender,
disability, financial resources, and ethnicity).

197



5.2 Strategies to address the specific needs of geographical areas
affected by poverty / target groups at highest risk of
discrimination or social exclusion and, where applicable,
contribution to the integrated approach set out for this purpose
in the Partnership Agreement

The strategy is based on the national objective of the Europe 2020 strategy in the fight against
poverty and social exclusion: “Maintain the limit of the number of people at risk of poverty,
material deprivation or living in households with very low work intensity by 2020 at the 2008
level". Its aim is to at least maintain the population at risk of poverty or social exclusion at the
2008 level (with efforts to reduce it by 30 thousand people), contained in the National Reform
Programme of the Czech Republic 2014, as well as the objective of improving the position of
the Roma in society. According to the Principles of the Long-term Strategy for Roma Integration
2025 (Government Resolution no. 393/2006), the Government considers the social exclusion
of a part of the Roma communities and their successful integration to be a problem of the
whole society and is committed to finding a solution acceptable to all stakeholders.

In addressing social exclusion, it is vital to ensure the coherence of employment services,
social services and health services, education and housing availability.

People living in excluded localities are mostly unemployed, they often have a low education
attainment and no or minimal qualifications. In these localities, there is a greater degree of risk
phenomena such as multigenerational manifestations of the social exclusion and poverty trap,
leading eg. to a high level of indebtedness, lack of social skills and impaired health of the
residents. This situation has reproductive tendencies and attempts to address it have been
failing in the long term.

A fundamental problem is the inaccessibility of adequate housing for socially excluded people
or people at risk of social exclusion, especially for the homeless, young people leaving
institutional care, over-indebted people without a steady income and financial reserves, or
specifically for members of the Roma minority. More and more people are pushed into
substandard forms of accommodation, specifically into segregated lodging-houses.

The successful solutions to problems in the regions, including the integration of socially
excluded citizens, are conditional upon an inter-institutional and comprehensive approach. A
comprehensive approach will be ensured through the development of Strategic Plans for
Social Inclusion and implementation of projects under the strategic plans.

To ensure synergies and comprehensive solution to the situation of the socially excluded
localities or regions, it is essential that social inclusion financed from IROP is supplemented
by activities financed from:

- OP Employment (link to Priority Axis 2);

- OP Research, Development and Education (link to Priority Axis 4).
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Upcoming Strategic plans for social inclusion, community plans of municipalities and local
plans for social inclusion will comprehensively address the issue of the localities concerned,
they will address the following areas: employment, housing, social services, education and
security. An important aspect of project implementation under the Strategic plan for social
inclusion is the implementation of substantively and temporally coordinated projects from OP
E, IROP and OP RDE. Methodological support for the preparation of the Strategic Plan will be
provided by the Office of the Government — Human Rights Section. Projects under the
approved strategic plans will be financed from OP Emp, OP RDE and IROP.

Concerning projects implemented in excluded localities, the relevant area will be defined by
the territorial district of the municipality with extended powers (addressing all socially excluded
localities within the territory). Based on the agreement of local stakeholders, the territory may
be expanded or restricted.

After the approval of the Strategic plan for social inclusion, project fulfilling its objectives will
be implemented. In the case of IROP, the projects will be implemented through Priority Axis 2:

- SO 2.1 Improving the quality and availability of services leading to social inclusion (IP
9a ERDF),

- SO 2.2 Emergence of new and development of existing business activities in the field
of social entrepreneurship (IP 9c ERDF)

- SO 2.4 Increasing the quality and availability of infrastructure for education and lifelong
learning (TO 10 ERDF)

Integrated tools ITI, IADP and CLLD can represent another tool ensuring integrated solutions
for social inclusion and the issue of socially excluded localities. It will depend on the holder of
the given integrated strategy whether it will choose to address the topic. Social infrastructure
is supported under IROP also through additional funding from REACT-EU under SO 6.1
REACT-EU.

All supported activities will aim to improve the situation of people at risk of social exclusion and
socially excluded so that they can be better involved in the society and in the labour market.
Social housing must meet minimum technical and financial parameters and conditions for
preventing segregation. It will be impossible to build or buy social flats in localities specified by
the Office of the Government - Section for Human Rights. The supported activities in the case
of infrastructure for social services must lead to the inclusion of target groups (socially excluded
persons, persons at risk of social exclusion or persons with disabilities). In the case of
community centres, at least one person educated according to the Social Services Act must
be ensured during the project sustainability period to work in the community centre.
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Table 232 Measures for addressing specific needs of geographical areas most affected by

poverty/ target groups at highest risk of discrimination or social exclusion

Target group /

The main types of planned

geographical measures as part of an integrated Priority Axis Fund Rteglo? In\lgfistment
area approach category onty
Socially - Infrastructure for the PA 2 - ERDF LDR 9a, c
deprived availability and development | Enhancing 10
areas of social services public services
- Support for the development | and living
Socially of community centre conditions for
excluded infrastructure in order to regional
localities ensure social inclusion and populations
increase employability
Persons at risk - Social housing
of social - Construction, renovation and
exclusion equipping of social
and persons enterprises
socially - Support for the infrastructure
excluded for preschool education —
support for childcare facilities
caring for children up to the
age of 3, children's groups
and nursery schools
- Support for the infrastructure
of basic education in primary
schools
- Support for the infrastructure
of schools and school
facilities for secondary and
higher vocational education
- Support for the infrastructure
of lifelong learning in the
following key competencies:
- Support for the infrastructure
for leisure and informal
education of young people
- Measures leading to social
inclusion
Socially - Infrastructure for the PA 2 - ERDF LDR 9a, c
deprived availability and development | Enhancing 10
areas/ socially of social services public services
excluded - Support for the development | and living
localities of community centre conditions for
/ territory infrastructure in order to regional
covered ensure social inclusion and populations
by the given increase employability
Local Action - Social housing
Group - Construction, renovation and
equipping of social
Persons at risk enterprises
of social - Support for the infrastructure
exclusion for preschool education —
and persons support for childcare facilities
socially caring for children up to the
excluded age of 3, children's groups

and nursery schools

- Support for the infrastructure
of basic education in primary
schools

- Support for the infrastructure
of schools and school
facilities for secondary and
higher vocational education
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Support for the infrastructure
of lifelong learning in the
following key competencies:
Support for the infrastructure
for leisure and informal
education of young people
Measures leading to social
inclusion

Socially
deprived
areas

Persons at risk
of social
exclusion

and persons
socially
excluded

Social infrastructure with an
increased energy efficiency

PA 6 —
REACT-EU

ERDF
REACT
-EU

N/R

13
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6 Specific needs of geographical areas which suffer
from severe and permanent natural or
demographic handicaps

(Article 96(4)(b) of General Regulation no. 1303/2013)

This chapter of the operational programme is not relevant for the Czech Republic as it does
not have any regions to which the parameters defined in Article 174 of the Treaty apply.
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7 Authorities and bodies responsible for the
management, control and audit and the role of
relevant partners

(Article 96(5)(a) and (b) of General Regulation no. 1303/2013)

7.1 Relevant authorities and bodies

All management and implementation activities are set to be performed with maximum
efficiency, while preserving the principle of subsidiarity. The proper and efficient management
of the Integrated Regional Operational Programme falls within the responsibility of the
Managing Authority of IROP. In according with Article 110 of the General Regulation, the
Monitoring Committee of IROP shall supervise the implementation of the programme and
monitor the use of all funds under the programme. The MA IROP may delegate part of its
activities or powers to Intermediate Bodies. The division of activities between the MA and IBs
will be laid down in writing and binding.

All employees of the implementation structure sign a Code of Ethics which, in accordance with
the “Guidance on the Development of Human Resources in the Programming Period 2014—
2020 and the Programming Period 2007-2013", sets out, among other things, ethical
requirements of impartiality, equal access and non-discrimination, prevention and resolution
of conflict of interest or the prevention of improper relations and corruption.

The implementation structure of IROP consists of:
- Managing Authority of IROP: Ministry of Regional Development of the Czech Republic
- Intermediate Body (IB): Centre for Regional Development of the Czech Republic
- Intermediate bodies of ITI (IB ITI) Prague City Hall
Brno City Hall
Ostrava City Hall
Pilsen City Hall
Usti nad Labem City Hall
Pardubice City Hall
Olomouc City Hall

- Paying and Certifying Authority: Ministry of Finance (European Funds Department,
European Union and International Relations section)

- Audit Authority: Ministry of Finance (Department of Audit Authority, Financial
Management and Audit section)
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- The administrator of the financial instrument selected pursuant to Act no. 134/2006 Sh.,
on public procurement, as amended

Table 23 — Relevant authorities and bodies (Article 96(5)(a) and (b) of Regulation no. 1303/2013)

Name of authority/body and Head of authority/body

Authority / bod
y y department or division (position or title)

) , MoRD — Department of the IROP
Managing authority Managing Authority Head of the Department

Ministry of Finance — European

Certifying Authority Head of the Department

FundsDepartment
Ministry of Finance — Department
Audit Authority y ) P Head of the Department
of Audit Authority
Body to which payments are to be | Ministry of Finance — European
. Head of the Department
made by the Commission Funds Department

IROP’s Managing Authority is responsible for a transparent, impartial and efficient system for
the selection of projects to ensure their quality and consistency with the programme objectives.
It ensures proposals of criteria for the selection of projects for each of the specific objectives,
which are subject to approval by IROP’s Monitoring Committee. The Managing Authority will
ensure that the proposed criteria are clear, transparent and objective. The aim is to
transparently select quality projects that will substantively and financially achieve the
objectives of the programme. The criteria for the selection of projects under the integrated tools
are proposed by the promoter of the integrated tool. The Managing Authority will assess the
criteria and submit them together with CLLD criteria for approval to the Monitoring Committee
of IROP.

In addition to the project selection criteria, the IROP Monitoring Committee also approves the
System for the Approval of Individual Projects in IROP, which specifies the below-mentioned
procedures for selecting and approving projects.

The system of call management and project selection is designed in accordance with the
Guidance for the Management of Calls, Evaluation and Selection of Projects in the
Programming Period 2014—-2020.

Projects will be selected:

- in ongoing calls — evaluation and approval of applications for support is ongoing until
the disbursement of the entire allocation of the call,

- Inround calls — applications for support are evaluated and aproved after the deadline
for the submission of applications until the disbursement of the entire allocation of the
call,
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The working group of the IROP Monitoring Committee acts as the platform for the preparation
of calls. Once a year, MA IROP prepares a schedule of calls, i.e. a list of calls to be announced
in the following calendar year. The schedule of calls is approved by the Monitoring Committee
of IROP. The discussions on the schedule are based on the recommendations of NPC and
working teams on IROP’s specific objectives. NPC recommendations include proposals for the
setting of the schedule of specific calls and integrated project calls, their territory or, where
applicable, substantive focus, and is based on documents from the RPC and the promoters of
integrated tools. The schedule of calls will be published on the website of the programme.

For every call, the MA IROP prepares a plan. It contains information on the expected take-up
of funds and progress towards monitoring indicators.

Announcement of the call for projects falls within the responsibility of the MA IROP in
cooperation with the intermediate body on the basis of the rules laid down in the programme
documentation. The MA IROP will ensure, no later than on the date of the announcement of
the call, the publication of the Rules for Applicants and Beneficiaries. Project approval has two
phases — project evaluation and project selection.

The first phase includes a check of eligibility and formal requirements, substantive evaluation,
ex-ante risk assessment and, where applicable, ex-ante on-site check.

In the case of individual projects, these activities are ensured by the IB. The procedure for
projects implemented through integrated tools is given below.

The second phase, which includes project selection, and the preparation and issuing of the
legal act on the provision of support, is carried out by the Managing Authority.

Check of project’s eligibility and formal requirements

General criteria common for all specific objectives:

- The focus of the project is in line with the objectives and supported activities of the
call,

- The project is in line with the conditions of the call,

- The applicant meets the definition of eligible beneficiary for the respective specific
objective and the call,

- the project respects the minimum and maximum limit of the total eligible expenditure
(if determined),

- the project respects the limits of eligible expenditure (if determined),

- the project results are sustainable,

- the project does not negatively influence any of the IROP’s horizontal priorities
(sustainable development, equal opportunities and non-discrimination, gender
equality),

- the necessity for the project implementation is justified,
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- the grant application has been submitted in the prescribed form,

- the application for support has been signed by an authorized representative of the
applicant,

- the projectis in line with State aid rules,

- allrequired annexes have been submitted and their content meets the requirements
required in the documentation of the call.

Specific criteria of acceptability

The description of the specific objectives in Chapter 2 lists specific acceptability criteria. The
criteria are subject to approval by the Monitoring Committee of IROP. If, during the programme
implementation, it will be necessary to supplement the criteria, their proposal will be discussed
and approved by the MC on proposal by the MA IROP.

The criteria will be evaluated as YES (fulfilled), NO (not fulfilled). If a project fails to meet any
of the acceptability criteria and formal requirements, it will be excluded from further evaluation.

Technical appraisal

Projects that meet the acceptability criteria and formal requirements criteria will be subject to
a substantive evaluation through criteria approved by the Monitoring Committee of IROP.

The aim of the substantive evaluation of projects is to assess the quality of projects with regard
to fulfilling the substantive objectives of the programme and the nature of supported activities.
Substantive evaluation of projects is carried out by at least two evaluators independently. The
evaluators may not conduct the evaluation jointly or consult together.

If scoring is used, a minimum score that each project must reach will be laid down in the call.
Evaluation criteria will be specified in the documentation for calls.

Evaluation system will be based on a set of questions evaluated on the basis of the submitted
application and the mandatory annexes to the project. The set of questions will vary according
to the specific objective. When scoring, different weights can be assigned to different criteria
for each specific objective.

In the substantive evaluation of projects, primarily the following aspects will be evaluated:

- project effectiveness,

- project need,

- project efficiency,

- project economy,

- project feasibility,

- compliance with horizontal themes.
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Ex-ante risk analysis

Ex-ante risk analysis is performed for all projects that have passed the previous stages of
evaluation, particularly to verify the feasibility of the project, project sustainability, respect for
the 3E principles, unlawful state aid, eligibility of expenditure, procurement, risk of double
funding and risk of fraud. The result is a recommendation of the application for funding without
on-the-spot ex-ante checks or on-the-spot ex-ante checks of the project.

On-the-spot ex-ante control

On-the-spot ex-ante project checks are carried out in selected projects based on ex-ante risk
analysis. Their aim is to verify the feasibility and sustainability of the project, to verify the
accuracy of the information specified in the grant application and a check of public procurement
processes. The outcome of the check is a list of projects recommended and not recommended
for a grant.

Selection of projects

The IB provides the MA IROP with a list of projects recommended for funding along with a
confirmation that all stages of evaluation and checking of the grant applications submitted were
in accordance with the documentation of the programme. If the project has met the
acceptability criteria, formal requirements criteria and has met all the substantive evaluation
criteria and reached the minimum score, ex-ante risk analysis or ex-ante check identified no
deficiencies that would prevent the implementation of the project, and there is sufficient
allocation, the MA IROP will approve the project for funding and issue a legal act on granting
support.

The projects that have met all the requirements of evaluations and checks but were not
recommended for funding due to full take-up of the call’s allocation may be categorized as
pipeline projects, if allowed under the call.

The Managing Authority will publish information on approved projects on the website of the
programme.

Preparation and issuance of the legal act on granting support

The legal act on granting support constitutes a basic legal framework and defines the rights
and obligations of the beneficiary and the Managing Authority. The legal act on granting
support may only be issued if all the conditions set out in the call have been met.

Integrated tools — ITl and CLLD

- The first phase involves evaluation and approval of the strategies of the integrated
tool promoters.
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- Inthe second phase, the holders of integrated tools will assess (non)compliance of
projects with the integrated strategy.

o Holders of ITI integrated tools will assess (non)compliance of the project
intents with the integrated strategy.

o ITIIBs will assess the formal requirements, eligibility or carry out substantive
appraisal of the grant applications, according to the criteria approved by the
IROP Monitoring Committee.

o Inthe case of CLLD, LAGs conduct acceptability check, formal requirement
check and substantive evaluation.

- Inthe third phase, CRD receives the selected integrated projects and conducts final
verification of eligibility of projects.

- The MA IROP provides for project approval and issuance of the legal act to provide
support.

The procedures for evaluating projects in IADP will be provided in the Operational Manual of
IROP.

Financial Instruments

Projects are evaluated and approved by the financial instrument administrator, appointed in
accordance with the rules of the EU and the Czech Republic according to established
procedures.

Public procurement in IROP

Procurement procedures will be carried out in accordance with the applicable EU and national
legislation. Act No 134/2016 Coll., on public procurement, took effect on 01.10.2016,
transposing the content of Directives of the European Parliament and of the Council Directive
2014/23/EU, 2014/24/EU and 2014/25/EU into the Czech legal order and replaced Act No
137/2006 Coll., on public contracts and Act No 139/2006 Coll., on concession contracts and
concession proceedings. The Public Procurement Act regulates the procurement of above-
threshold and below-threshold contracts. Procurement of contracts excluded from the scope
of the Public Procurement Act is governed by Guidance on procurement in the 2014 - 2020
programming period.

More detailed information is provided in the table showing progress towards the general EAC
4 — Definition of the applicable general ex-ante conditionalities and their implementation at
national level.

State aid in IROP

The financial resources provided by the ESI funds are considered public; their provision must
therefore follow all EU rules and regulations on State aid. The MA IROP will ensure that all
State aid is provided in accordance with the procedural and substantive State aid rules
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applicable at the time it was provided. Allocation of state aid under Article 107(1) of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the EU will be duly notified and approved by the Commission pursuant
to Article 108(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU.

In the event that State aid is provided outside the scope of the exemptions, Article 108(3) of
the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU will apply, i.e. the European Commission will be
informed of any plans to provide or modify the system of State aid in IROP. The relevant aid
schemes in IROP will not be implemented until the Commission takes a final decision on the
compatibility of the aid for IROP with the internal market pursuant to Article 107 TFEU.

The coordinating authority in the field of State aid in the Czech Republic is the Office for the
Protection of Competition (the "Office”). The powers of the Office are defined by Act no.
215/2004 Sb., adapting certain relations in the field of State aid and amending the act on the
promotion of research and development, as amended. The MA IROP consults the setting of
State aid in the programme with the Office, provides information on aid granted and provides
cooperation when aid is being approved by the European Commission. Management check
ensures monitoring of compliance with State aid rules at all levels of implementation.

Specific . . .
Ao o Regulation to be used as a basis for granting an
Objfég\lge o (S exemption from the ban on State aid

e Reconstruction,
1.1 modernization or
construction of roads

The activity will only support projects that do not constitute
State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 which, in
accordance with Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty,
declares certain categories of support compatible with the
internal market.

e Terminals

e Telematics
1.2 e Safety
e  Bicycle transport

The activities will only support projects that do not constitute
State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
No 1370/2007 on public passenger transport services by rail
and by road and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No
1191/69 and No 1107/70

e Low-emission vehicles

e Ensuring adequate
resilience

Strengthening the

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not

availability and
development of social
services

1.3 equipment of basic IRS constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)
units TFEU.
Modernizing education
and training centres
Deinstitutionalization of
social services Commission Decision No 2012/21/EU on the application of
21 Infrastructure for the Art. 106(2) of TFEU to State aid in the form of

compensation for public service obligations granted to
certain undertakings entrusted with the operation of SGEI
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Specific
objective of
IROP

Activity

Regulation to be used as a basis for granting an
exemption from the ban on State aid

Social housing

Commission Decision No 2012/21/EU on the application of
Art. 106(2) of TFEU to State aid in the form of
compensation for public service obligations granted to
certain undertakings entrusted with the operation of SGEI

Commission Regulation (EU) No 360/2012 on the
application of Article 107 and 108 TFEU to de minimis aid
granted to undertakings providing SGEI

The activity can support also projects that do not constitute
State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.2

Construction, renovation
and equipping of social
enterprises

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013 on the
application of Articles 107 and 108 TFEU to de minimis aid

2.3

Increasing the quality of
highly specialized care
Increasing the quality of
follow-up care

Commission Decision No EC 2012/21/EU on the application
of Art. 106(2) of TFEU to State aid in the form of
compensation for public service obligations granted to
certain undertakings entrusted with the operation of SGEI

Deinstitutionalization of
psychiatric care

The activity will only support projects that do not constitute
State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) TFEU.

2.4

Support for infrastructure
for pre-school education
Support for the
infrastructure of basic
education in primary
schools

Support for infrastructure
of schools and
educational
establishments of
secondary schools and
post-secondary vocational
schools

Support for the
infrastructure of lifelong
learning in the key
competences of IROP
Support for the
infrastructure for non-
formal and informal
education

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not
constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)
TFEU.

25

Reducing energy
consumption by improving
thermal performance of
buildings

Technology for heating or
hot water

Transition to economical
and eco-friendly
resources

Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 which, in
accordance with Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty,
declares certain categories of support compatible with the
internal market.

3.1

Revitalization of a set of
selected monuments
Streamlining the
protection and use of
collection and library

Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 which, in
accordance with Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty,
declares certain categories of support compatible with the
internal market.
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Specific
objective of

IROP

Activity

Regulation to be used as a basis for granting an
exemption from the ban on State aid

stocks and making them
available

eGovernment
Cybersecurity The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not
3.2 Specific information and constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)
communication systems TFEU.
and infrastructure
Acquisition of spatial The Specific Objective will support projects that do not
plans constitute State aid.
Acquisition of regulatory
3.3 plans not replacing If projects meet the definition of State aid, they will be
planning decisions supported in accordance with Commission Regulation (EU)
Acquisition of planning No 1407/2013 on the application of Articles 107 and 108
studies TFEU to de minimis aid.
a1 Activities meeting the targets In Specific Objective 4.1, State aid will be dealt with
’ setin SCLLD according to individual specific objectives.
Zégsagory support The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not
4.2 : I constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)
Operating activities TFEU
Animation activities '
Management,
implementation and
monitoring of the
programme The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not
5.1 Support for administrative | constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)
capacity TFEU.
Support for applicants and
beneficiaries
Publicity and promotion
Development,
modernization and
strengthening of the
resilience of the backbone
network of healthcare
providers with regard to
potential threats
Development and
increase in resilience of
care providers for
particularly vulnerable The State aid conditions for activities in Specific Objective
6.1 patients 6.1 are based on rules set out under the specific objectives

Increasing the
preparedness of entities
involved in dealing with
threats

Strengthening the
equipment of the basic
units of the IRS with
technology, equipment,
and protective means
Stations of basic IRS units
Education and training
centres of IRS units

relevant for the planned activities. For new activities, the
State aid conditions will be set out in the relevant call.
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Specific
objective of Activity
IROP

Regulation to be used as a basis for granting an
exemption from the ban on State aid

¢ IRS information
technology

e Social infrastructure with
an increased energy
efficiency

e Support for administrative | The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not
7.1 capacity constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)
e  Publicity and promotion TFEU.

The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not

*  Supportfor refugees from constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)

8.1

Ukraine TFEU.
The Specific Objective will only support projects that do not
9.1 *  REACT-EU Support for constitute State aid within the meaning of Article 107(1)

refugees from Ukraine TEEU.

MA IROP, in accordance with Article 125(4)(c) of the General Regulation and the Strategy to
combat fraud and corruption concerning the use of CSF funds in the period 2014-2020, shall
take into account the measures outlined in the strategy in the programme documentation. This
will establish rules for the use of support containing elements to prevent fraudulent and corrupt
practices. The aim is to set up appropriate preventive measures to minimize financial losses.

7.2Involvement of the relevant partners

7.2.1 Actions taken to involve the relevant partners in the preparation of
the operational programme, and the role of those partners in the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the operational
programme

IROP is prepared based on the principle of partnership. In the initial stages of preparation of
the Programming document of IROP, active cooperation was established with all partners and
managing authorities of operational programmes. In this case, the cooperation was aimed at
matching the synergies and complementarities of support in the newly created operational
programmes.

In accordance with Article 5 of the General Regulation, the MoRD has established Steering
Committee for the preparation of IROP, which will discuss the progress of preparation of IROP.
IROP. The members of the Steering Committee were selected on the basis of the General
Regulation, the draft delegated act of the EC on the Code of Ethics for Partnerships and the
Guidance of the NCA for the Preparation of Programming Documents for the Programming
Period 2014-2020. The MA IROP established working groups for each part of the programme.
Members of the working group were selected based on being part of IROP content framework,
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representativeness, experience and active participation in the relevant area. Discussions were
also held on the text of IROP and on the comments of members of the working group raised

in relation to the various

implementation system.

IROP variants, discussions and presentations on IROP

In accordance with the partnership principle, the Steering Committee of IROP and its working
groups are attended by the representatives of:

- Ministry of Regional Development, Ministry of Finance, Min of Labour and Social
Affairs, Minis of Education, Youth and Sports, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of the
Interior, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Industry and Trade,
Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture,

- Department of Management and Coordination of EU Funds (MoRD),

- Office of the Government,

- Office of the Government - Section for Human Rights,

- Ombudsman,

- regional and local authorities (Association of Regions of the Czech Republic, Prague,
Union of Towns and Municipalities, Association of Local Self-Governing Authorities of
the Czech Republic),

- Centre for Regional Development of the Czech Republic,

- non-profit sector, economic and social partners (Association of NGOs, Czech Bishops’
Conference, the National Network of Local Action Groups of the Czech Republic,
Association for Rural Reconstruction, Economic Chamber of the Czech Republic,
Czech-Moravian Confederation of Trade Unions).

Overview of IROP Steering Committee meetings:

SC

Meeting of IROP SC Date Items discussed
Brief information on the state of preparation of the Partnership
Agreement and on the progress of work on the EU side
) Preparation of IROP
1. meeting of IROP _ . .
SC 22.1.2013 Institutional setup for the IROP preparations and the position of IROP
SC
Proposal of IROP priority axes
Setup of working groups and task assignment
Current information on the preparation by the EU and at national level
2. meeting of IROP 18.2. 2013 Progress in the preparation of IROP
SC Information on the activities of the working groups
The next steps
Current information on the preparation by the EU and at national level
3. meeting of IROP 19. 3. 2013 Progress in the preparation of IROP
SC Presentation of the proposal of IROP intervention logic
The next steps and preparation schedule
4. meeting of IROP 23. 4. 2013 Current information on preparations carried out by the EC and at the

national level
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Meeting of IROP SC

Date

Items discussed

Settlement of comments on the first version of IROP PD and the next
steps

Proposal of the percentage share of priority axes in the programme
allocation

Proposition for setting up the IROP management and control system
Information on the development of the territorial dimension and
integrated approaches

meeting of IROP
SC

4.6.2013

Cancelled

meeting of IROP
SC

2.7.2013

Current information on preparations carried out by the EC and at the
national level

Information about the current state of IROP preparation and the next
steps

Settlement of comments on the second version of IROP PD

meeting of IROP
SC

15. 8. 2013

Current information on preparations carried out by the EC and at the
national level

Information on the current status of IROP preparation, on the
comments of NCA concerning IROP PD and settlement of open
comments at the working groups

Information on addressing border areas with other operational
programmes

Outputs from the meeting with regional partners on the territorial
dimension in the IROP

Information on State aid in IROP

Information on the financial allocation of IROP

meeting of IROP
SC

20.9. 2013

Current information on preparations carried out by the EC and at the
national level

Information about the current state of IROP preparation

Information on version 3 of IROP PD

Information on the state of preparations of the territorial dimension
and integrated tools

meeting of IROP
SC

29.10. 2013

Current information on preparations carried out by the EC and at the
national level

Information on the current state of preparation of IROP — focused on
issues of complementarity and synergy with other operational
programmes, mapping absorption capacity, the state of preparation of
strategies and the fulfilment of ex-ante conditionalities

Settlement of comments on version 3 of IROP PD

10.

meeting of IROP
SC

13.12. 2013

Current information on the preparations in the Commission and at
national level, the first observations from an informal meeting with the
Commission to the Partnership Agreement

Information about the current state of IROP preparation

Information from the first phase of the ex-ante evaluation of IROP
Information on the territorial dimension of integrated tools

11.

meeting of IROP
SC

6. 2. 2014

Current information on preparations carried out by the EC and at the
national level
Findings from the informal meeting with the Commission

12.

meeting of IROP
SC

17.4. 201

Current information on the preparation of the Partnership Agreement
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Meeting of IROP SC Date Items discussed

Findings from the second round of informal negotiations of IROP to
the Commission

Interim report of the ex-ante evaluator of IROP PD

Information on the state of preparation of the national document to
the territorial dimension

Timetable of the IROP PD preparation

13. meeting of IROP 1.12. 2014 Information on the timetable of the IROP PD preparation
SC T Settlement of Commission comments on the IROP PD

In addition to the working group meetings, negotiations were held with representatives of the
various partners, their subject being the presentation of the state of preparation of IROP 2014—
2020, cooperation in the formulation of the necessary inputs in the PD IROP, such as
investment logic, thematic objectives, investment priorities or regional needs.

The MA IROP held a series of meetings with representatives of integrated strategy promoters
to clarify IROP’s supported activities, procedures for preparing strategies, the position of the
promoters in the implementation structure and during programme implementation.

Involvement of partners in the Programme document is also realized through NCA working
groups in its coordinating competence in the preparation and implementation of economic and
social cohesion in the Czech Republic. Working groups follow on from the activities of the Inter-
ministerial expert advisory group and discuss methodological environment and processes in
the implementation system of 2014—-2020.

The MA IROP arranged an informal meeting with the European Commission on the various
proposals of PD IROP, which was held on 28— 30 January 2014 and 9 April 2014, and a
videoconference on selected topics. On 20 May 2014, the Commission discussed Priority Axis
1 Competitive, accessible and secure regions. All the comments were taken into account in
the PD IROP, as well as currently available information necessary for the completion of certain
chapters (monitoring indicators, financial tables, classification of intervention areas, territorial
dimension). The PD IROP was adapted so that the structure of chapters and the extent of the
information provided is in accordance with the model OP issued by the European Commission
in its implementing regulation.

After internal and inter-ministerial comment procedure, the PD IROP was submitted to the
Government, which approved it in its Resolution no. 555 of 9 July 2014 and instructed the
Minister of Regional Development to modify the programme to include adjustments that arise
from formal negotiations with the European Commission.

The document was officially sent to the European Commission on 15 July 2014. IROP MA
received Commission comments on the document on 3 October 2014. This was followed by a
number of meetings with partners and the coordinators responsible for each area concerning
the manner of their settlement and incorporation into the text of the document. There were also
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several informal talks with the European Commission: On 29 October 2014 on the issue of
integrated tools and implementation structure of IROP, on 27 November 2014 a joint meeting
with the European Commission and the Ministry of Transport on conditions for the support of
transport and on the same day meeting with the European Commission and OP E concerning
the pro-rata formula and eGovernment. An all-day videoconference with the European
Commission concerning PD IROP was held on 22 January 2015.

In accordance with Article 55 of the General Regulation, the process of ex-ante evaluation of
the programme was ensured. In order to carry out an ex-ante evaluation of the PD IROP, a
procurement procedure was organised to select a contractor with whom a contract was
concluded on 7 October 2013. The contractor drew up the Final Report of the Ex-ante
evaluation of the Integrated Regional Operational Programme for the programming 2014—
2020. The main conclusions and recommendations on the individual evaluation areas are
shown in Annex 9.

In addition to the ex-ante evaluation, SEA was also carried out, i.e. an assessment of
consistence of the programme with Act no. 100/2001 Sb., on the assessment of environmental
impacts, as amended. A meeting with the SEA evaluator was held on 9 June 2014. Opinion of
the Ministry of Environment under Act no. 100/2001 Sb., on the assessment of environmental
impacts and amending certain related acts (the Environmental Impact Assessment Act), as
amended, on the proposed strategy “Integrated Regional Operational Programme for
Programming Period 2014-2020" is specified in Annex 11. The results of this assessment are
reflected in the document.
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8 Coordination between the funds, EAFRD, the EM